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LIST of Pans contained 


and referred to in the annexed ProcttDINGS. 


Draft Memorial and Petition to' His Majeſty, for Leave. to raiſe 
Recruits, dated 31ſt Auguſt, 1787. 


Letter from the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, dated 13th O&. 
1787, encloſing Heads of Converſation between him and the 
Chairman and Deputy Chairman, relative to four new Regi- 
ments intended to be ſent to the Eaſt-Indies. 


Letter from the anne dated z0th Oct. 1787, encloſing a Paper 
tranſmitted to him by the Secretary at War. 


Three Letters from Matthew Lewis, Eſquire, rg at the War 
Office, dated 25th Oct. 1787. 


Letter from Lord Sydney, dated zoth Oct. 1787, encloſing the 
„Eing e for the F to enliſt 2500 Men for five 


Years. . 


of a Letter * eur Majors 104 one * 


Copy 
a "Eſtabliſhment, to Lord Cornwallis, dated 14th Dec. 1786. and 
Extract Letter from Lord Cornwallis to the Court of Directors, 


5 dated 27th Dec. 1786. 
Report of a Board of General and Field Officer dated 1 Nov. 


1787. 


Letter few a Brigadier 88 Joſeph Smith, dated 4th Nov. 1787. 
Letter from Brigadier General Richard Smith, dated 13th Nov. 1 787. 
strength of His Majeſty” s ſix Regiments in India, as it ſtood in 


Dec. 1786. 


11. Petition of the Bengal Officers to the Court of Directors, on the 
Partiality of Rank conferred on His Majeſty's Officers. 


12. Petition of the above to the King on the ſame Subject. 


Extract general Letter from Bengal, dated 28th Oct. 1783. 
Extrract Letter from Lord Sydney to the Chairman and Deputy, 
dated 27th Nov. 1784. 


14. Extract Company's general Letter to Bengal, dated 21ſt July, 1786. 
Letter from the Chairman and Deputy to Lord — dated iſt 


Nov. 1787. 


Letter from Ditto to Ditto, dated the 2oth Ditto. 
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Pegg propoſe, _ negatived by no Court, 2 ſt Nov. 
1897 


18. Letter from the. Chairman! and | Deputy to ies n dited 
22d Ditto 
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19. Letter from the Right Honourable, Henry Dundas, dated 29th Nov. 
1787, containing the Board's Obſervations on the Court $ Reſo- 
lutions of the 21ſt. of ſame Montng. 


20. Letter from Charles William REA, Rouſe, 1 dated 


„ th Dec. 1787, conve Ts the Sentiments of the Board on the 
418 | _ Court's Reſolutions « of the ſame Mont. 18 7 
Be | 4 21. Letter from a Committee of the Company's: N dated 12th 
; ; . Dec. 1787. : t 450 {5 128 2 1 0. 
| 22. Letter from Ditto, dated 18th: Ditto... l 20.0 mot 159191 


"25+ Memorial and Petition of the Court wg t 1 s Meg. to with- 
draw the four e ſnuended for the Eat. Indies 


1 
4 of * 


* . 74 
4 9 1 A 
——_ _— 


24- Four Accounts laid 7 the Committee appointed e to draw up | 
IJ 25. Caſe, with the 0 of the Ge 8 Standing Counſel, Soli- 
citor General, Mr. Adair, and Mr. Mansfield thereon. - * 


1 Letter from Lord Sydney to the Chairman and Dope» dated roth 
Feb. 9 
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In one particular we have deviated from his original ſuggeſtion; in 


letter to Bengal, and which is founded on the papers tranſmitted by 


conſequence of the obſervations of that gent 
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Extract af Letter from the Right Honourable the Commufhoners 1 | 
- for the Affairs of India to the Court of Directors, dated I 
the 18th of Auguſt, 1785, and read in Court the next Day. : 


E in general approve of the particulars contained in your fepa- 
rate letter, No. 71, and have adopted them ſo far as they. go, 
but we have thought it proper to make many additions, the reaſons 
of which will occur upon the perpſal of the amended paragraphs, 
ſubſtituted in the place of one tranſmitted by you. | 


The military peace eſtabliſhment we have detailed is founded npon 
the papers tranfmitted by General Campbell, both to you and to us 
ſeveral weeks They have been prepared 4 him with great care, 
and as on a ſubje& of that kind we muſt reſt upon authority, we 
rely with confidence upon the propriety of a plan ſuggeſted by a perſon ' 
of great profeſitonal abilities and local knowledge, and whom you have | 
elevated to a very important and confidential ſituation in your ſervice. 


place of one troop of European cavalry, we have adopted an eſtabliſh- 
ment conſiſting of one regiment of European cavalry, and five regiments 
of native cavalry. There is very little difference in the expence, and 
we have his own authority for ſtating, that it is a very conſiderable im- 
provement upon that very eſſential part of your military eſtabliſhment.” . 


Extract of Letter from the Court of Directors to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India, dated 26th 
Auguſt, 1785. ; | "#7; 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 18th inſtant, with reſpect to the military peace eſtabliſn- 
ment, which you have detailed in the amended draft of our ſeparate - 


General Campbell; we beg leave to obſerve, that your Right Honourable 
Board had come to a N — on thoſe papers before we were enabled 
to furniſh you with Mr. Haſtings's ſentiments thereon, permit us there- 
tore to requeſt, that, after a peruſal of Mr. Haſtings's letter, a copy of 
which we had the honour to forward to you on the 19th inſtant, you 
will be pleaſed to acquaint us whether or not you ſee ſufficient reaſon 
to make any, and what alterations, in the propoſed military plan, in 

A For 


- 


K | 
four own parts we do not pretend to a knowledge of military 
ers ſufficient to enable us to ſpeak decidedly on every part of the 
n; hut we are nat without the moſt alarming apprehenſions, that 
ee conſiderable reduction therein propoſed in the number of European 
.nfantry at Bengal, may be productive of the moſt ſerious conſequences, 
and therefore we molt earneſtly remonſtrate againſt a reduction of our 
army upon the Bengal eſtabliſhment, which will leave a leſs force than 
4500 effective Europeans for the protection of the provinces under that 
eſtabliſhment, and which we have reaſon to believe, from the beſt in- 
, formation we can procure upon the ſubject, to be abſolutely neceſſary 


for the purpoſe. 


Extract of Letter from the Right Honourable: the Commiſſioners for 
the Affairs of India to the Court of Directors, dated the 5th Sept. 


1785, and read in Court the ſame Day. 


' - WE have the honour of your letter of the 26th Auguſt, and having 
beſtowed our beſt attention in the conſideration of it, we trouble you 
with a few obſervations upon the particular points there adverted to. 


Me have carefully conſidered the letter from Mr. Haſtings, and the 
paper bf obfervations upon it, which you have ſince received from Ge- 

neral Campbell, and which has been tranſmitted to us by your Secre- 

tary. On points of military detail, and more particularly on thoſe de- 
pending upon the local circumſtances of the ſervice in India, we are 

certainly, like yourſelves, incompetent, to decide, otherwiſe than by 

obtaining the beſt information in our power from thoſe in whoſe autho- 

rity we think a reliance can ſafely be ron, but with regard to the 

general principles of the diſtribution of your military force to your dif- 

ferent preſidencies, we certainly cannot be of opinion, that even the 

ſafety of Bengal is ſufficiently provided for without a force kept up at 
all times, both at Madras and at Bombay, fully adequate to their defence; 

nor can we think that the importance of either of thoſe preſidencies to 

the Britiſh intereſts in India, can by any means be eſtimated by the li- 

mited conſideration of the revenue which they produce. To that part 

therefore of the ſyſtem. of our amended paragraphs we feel ourſelves 

obliged to adhere, : 


With regard to the number of Europeans on the Bengal eſtabliſhment 
Tated in thoſe paragraphs, we were inclined to think it ſufficient for the 
purpoſe of that government, conſidering the flattering proſpect of peace 
in India, which the preſent ſtate of your affairs appears to promiſe, and 
which Mr. Haſtings's letter ſo ſtrongly confirms. And it is evident, 


that in every conſideration of this ſubject, regard muſt be had not only 


to the advantage to be derived from any given number of Europeans, 
but alſo to the probability of your being able to {upport ſuch eſtabliſh- 
ment by a ſufficient annual proportion of recruits from Europe; for if 
this cannot be done, a larger nominal eſtabliſhment, deficient in its 
: effective ſtrength, may add to the EXPENCC, but cannot increaſe the 


ſecurity of your Provinces. | 
7 Having, however, conſidered the weight which is due to the opinion 
of Mr. Haſtings, particularly on this ſubject, and to your ſentiments con- 
curring with his upon it, we have been induced to add to the military 
eſtabliſhment of Bengal, two battalions of European infagtry, and one 
a f ry e battalion 


' 


EF 0 
battalion of European artillery, by which means the whole numbe: 
Europeans in your —_— army will amount (officers included) to abo 


five thouſand men, a force exceeding that ſtated by you to be neceſſar, 
and fully adequate in our opinion to iron ſecufity of thoſe valu able- 


eſſions. | 


Ata Court of Director held on Friday the 3 rf Auguſt, I 787. 


DRAFT e to nis Majeſty for leave to "watt recruits Was 
read, and appeared. Vide Appendix, No. 1. 


At a Court of Directors held on N the 17th Oct. I 78 7. 


THE Chairman <p Spray the Court, that himſelf, and the Deputy 
Chairman, had attended the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, and laid 
before the Court the heads 55 their conference with that gentleman, 
being as follow, viz. 


Heads of Converſation between Mr. Dundas and the Chairman, and 
Deputy Chairman of the Eaſt - India Company. 


«It; 1s His Majeſty's intention immediately to raiſe four. regiments for 
«© ſervice in. India. Each regiment to confiſt of ten companies, with 
the following eſtabliſnment. - 


1 Colonel. 1 Lieutenant Colonel. 1 Major. 7 Captains. I Cap- 
«* tain Lieutenant, 22 Lięutenants. 8 3 — _ 1 Aghutant. jo See 
<4 ter Maſter. ' 1 Surgeön. 1 Surgeon's Mate. f Chaplin 30 
* Jeants, 40 Corporals. 20 Drummers. 2 F ifers. 710 Privates: 


wh forming theſe regiments it is his Majeſty's wiſh to extend the be- 
* nefit of this meaſure to the meritorious officers in the Eaſt-India Com- 
„ pany's ſervice as well as his own, and therefore 1s inclined to take the 


recommendation of the Eaſt-India Company to the following com- 
* millions 1 in the ſaid corps, viz. 


« Lieutenant Colonel. 3 Majors 14 n 44 Lieutenants. 
16 Enſigns. | 7 5 | 

Ahe number of privates to be raiſed for theſe fout went vin 
* amount to 2840 men, which his Majeſty undertakes to raiſe, on con- 
dition of the Company bearing a proportionable ſhare of the expence, 
Which at five guineas per man, for one half of the levies, will amount 
to about £.7000, to be paid when the men are raiſed. 


— 


Ahe officers to be recommended 4 the Company muſt be of Gmilar 
«© ranks in their ſervice.” | 


The Court ara into conſideration the ſubject of a converſation 
between the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, and the Chairman, and 


Deputy, as ſtated in a memorandum tranſmitted, RO the ſaid Mr. Dun- » 
das tothe Chairman. 


Reſolved, That the Rig ht Hour Heury Dundas be defired to | 
expreſs the grateful da enn of the Court of Directors for his Ma- | 
ed 
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gracious attention to the ſafety of the * poſſeſſions in 
; and that they conſent to receive the ſuccours offered in the man- 

_ - Propoſed in the ſaid Memorandum. 1 8 | 


Letter from the Right Honourable Henry Dundas to the Chairman 
and Deputy Chairman, encloſing the foregoing Heads of Converſation, 
dated 3th Octobef, 1787. Yide Appendix, No. 2. | 


* 


* 


At a Court of Directors held on Friday the 19th OQober, 1787. 
2 The following Motion being made, viz. 


6 BY the agreement between the Eaſt- India Company and Lord Clive, 

it appears the Military Fund is eſtabliſhed; for the benefit of officers, 

* their widows and common ſoldiers in the ſervice of the Eaſt- India 

* „Company, it may therefore ſeem, unneceſſary ; but as ſome of the 

| «« officers.now in the Company's ſervice may accept of commiſſions in the 

| cc N regiments now going to India, to prevent all ſort of doubts 
„ thereon,” _ 2 | 


* Reſolved, That all officers in the ſervice of the Eaſt-India Com- 


ce 2 who ſhall accept of commiſſions in His Majeſty's ſervice, ſhall 
from that time be eſteemed to have relinquiſhed the Company's ſervice.” 


And the queſtion being put thereon, the ſame paſſed in the 


affirmative. 
At a Court of Directors held on Wedneſday the 24th Oct. 1787. 


THE Chairman Jaying before the Court a letter from the Right Ho- 
nourable Henry Dundas, dated the z0th Inſtant, ae the followin 
paper tranſmitted to Mr. Dundas by the Secretary at 


Appeudir, No. 3. ': 


Jo be recommended by the Eaſt-India Company for Sir Archibald 
e Campbell's regiment. 


The Major. 3 Captains of Companies. 11 Lieutenants. 4 Enſigns. 


7 


« For Colonel Abercrombie's regiment. 


„ The Lieutenant Colonel. 4 Captains of Companies. 11 Lieutenants, 
«© 4 Enſigns. 


4 For Colonel Muſgrave's regiment. 


„The Major. 3 Captains. 11 Lieutenants. 4 Enſigns. 


” For Colonel March's regiment. 


% 


66 The Major: 4 Captains. 11 Lieutenants. 4 Enſigns, | 


Sift Total of officers to be recommended. 
6 4 Field officers. 14 Captains. 44 Lieutenants. 16 Enſigns,” 


And the Court proceeding to take the ſame into conſideration; 


And 


ar, viz, Vide 
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And the memorial of Captain John, Richardſon of the Madras eſtab⸗ 
liſhment, praying he may be recommended for 4 Lieutenant Colonelcy 
in one of the new regiments deſtined for India, being read, it was 
moved, and _ | | | 


* 


Lai Dragons a3 4d 


I 5 {7 411413400 A (10124634 Dj J. 22 A * F NJ xs 
© Reſolved by the Ballot, That James Hartley, Eſq; be nominated by 


this Court to be appointed Lieutenant Colonel in Colonel Abercrombie's 
regiment. ee u l F Unt tw 41 
On another Motion, refolved, That the Right Honourable the Se- 

cretaty at War be informed, the Court of Directors of the Eaſt · India 
Company, in conſequence of His Majeſty's moſt gracious, condeſcenſion 
to permit them to recommend to the Lieutenant Colonelcy of Colone 
Abercrombie's regiment, intended to be ſent to Bombay, have nominated 
r Eſqi an officer on that eſtabliſhment ; and that the Right 

lonourable Secretary at War be deſired to intreat His Majeſty's appro- 
bation of the ſaid} nomin ation od at 4 8 
Dogo 2 17 10 Ono 1:1 Rolli J „n [DIE eg 5.4 
The Court, wiſhing to pay a compliment to their Governor General, 
Reſolved by the Ballot, That a requeſt be made to His Majeſty's Se- 
cretary at War to lay the ſame before His Majeſty, and entreat His Ma- 
jeſty to permit the Company to authorize the Governor General, if he 
thinks proper to nominate, and as far as may be appoint, Alexander Roſs, 
Eq. a Major in ane of the propoſed regiments. | 3 


*. 


309 AUYST. IPO 9113 39 0) bateolo no33 nne a8 
A Motion was; made, That a like requeſt be made to His Majeſty 
e to permit the Company to authorize the Governor General, if he 
thinks proper to nominate; and fas far as may be, appoint, William 
*« Kirkpatrick, Eſq; one of his Lordſhip's Aid du Camps, to a commiſ- 
* ſion in one of the ſaid propoſed regiments, of the ſame rank he now 
holds of the Company's ſervice.” : Hrn ao 
And it being my to amend the {aid Motion, by admitting the 
Words, [William Fir patrick,'Efq; one of his Lordſhip's Aid du Camps] 


It was moved, ** That the wotds [William Kirk trick; Eſq; one of 
„his Lordſhip's Aid du Camps] do ſtand part of the faid Motion.” 
And the Queſtion thereon being put: by the Ballot; the ſame paſſed in 
the affirm ative. Ln isis REAGS: | 


The main Queſtion being then put, it was reſolved by the Ballot, 
That a like requeſt be made to his Majeſty to permit the Company to 
authoriſe the Governor General, if he thinks proper, to nominate, and 
as far as may be, appoint William Kirkpatrick, Eſq; one of his Lord- 
ſhip's Aid du Camps, to a commiſſion, in one of the ſaid propoſed regi- 
ments, of the fütme rank he now holds in the Company's ſervice. 

A Motion was made, . That a like requeſt” be made to*His:Majeſty to 
permit the Company to authorize the Govenor General; if he thinks 
proper, to nominate, and as far as may be, appoint Lieutenant 

| B . +}, Alexander 
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«© Alexander Apfley, one of kis Lordthip's Aid du Camps, to a. com- 
* niſſion in onè of the faid propoſe regiments, of the face rank he: now 
& holds im the Company's ſer vice.“ 


And it being propoſed to amend the ſaid Motion, by e . 
[Lieutenant 4 Nac Apſley, one of his Landtag“ g Aid-du — 


It was moved, That the words [Lieutenant Alexander A — 
0 of his Lordſhip s Aid du Camps] do ſtand part of the ſaid Motion.“ 


© Hef the Queſtion thereon being put by the Ballot, the ſame paſſed 
in the affirmative. 


Fe main Queſtion being them: t, ie: 20nd reſolved by the Ballor, 
That a like re Weg be made to his ſty to permit the Company to 
authorize the Govenor General, if he thinks proper, to nominate, and 
as far as may be, appoint Lieutenant Alexander Apſley, one of his 
Lordſhip's Aid du Camps, to a commiſſion in one of the ſaid propoſed 


regiments, of the ſame rank he now holds in the Company's ſervice. 


At a Court of Directors held on Friday the 26th October, 1787. 


The following letters were read, viz. 


FROM Mathew Lewis, Eſq; at the War Office, dated the 2 5th inſtant, 
adviſing that his Majeſty has been pleaſed to order the four regiments, 
raifing for ſervice in India, to be numbered as follows, Vit. 


Major General Sir Archibald Campbell's, the - > - -  »qth regiment 
me Abercrombie's, - - + —— — h dio 5 
Colonel Mefgrave s + « - + +. 76th ditto. 
Colonel Marſh's, - - - - - +» +++» « 97th ditto. 


Two other letters from Mr. Lewis, dated the ſame day, the one 
ſignifying his Majeſty's appointment of Colonel Hartley to the Lieutenant 
Colonelcy of Colonel Abercrombie s regiment, agreed le to the Court's 
recommendation. | | 


And the other ſignifying his 1 s permiſſion for the Company to 

authorize their Govenor General to appoint Lieutenant Colonel Alexander 

Roſs, Captain Kirkpatrick and Lieutenant Colonel Apſley to commiſſions 
in the new a a PR Ne. 4. 


At a ; Court of Directors keld on Wedneſday the 5 Otober, 
| +} + e 


EI TER FI ny Right Honourable Lord Sydney, dated the 
zoth inſtant, was read, encloſing the King's warrant for the Company 
to enlift a numder of recruits, not exceeding 2500 men, for 5 years, and 
ſignifying that es Majeſty expects to have the recruits ſubmitted to 

® the inſpection of an officer Penne by him, before they ſail for 
India. Vid Appendix, No. 5. | | 


The Cannes of Correſpondence, in a . dated this day, now 


read, e to the Court a plan for ſupplying the remaining pro- 
portion 


* 
? - 
a, +. 4 


= is 


portion of officers to de furniſhed by the papa for is is Majſly's our 
- regiments* intended for India. eUttto'd 5 


Ordered, Tot at the { me, do lie becken until to-morrow. 


18 [43% 2300: ien watt 795 


— a Court of Direftors held Jon They ther 110 November, oY 7. 


THE Court: now weben ; according to order of yeſterday, to 
take into conſideration a report rom the r of Correſpondence 


of that date, in the words ollowing, vit. 


2 Committee having taken into conſideration the 00006 7 would 
moſt eligible for 1 the remaming portion cers to 
furniſhed che Come ** his Majeſty's Fn r regiments, ww are to 
be raiſed and ſent to India, Lehe Conubiites beg leave to offer the following 
for the Court's conſideration, as the readieſt, 1 at the ſame time, the 
leaſt liable, in their opinion, to objections and partiality, both with 
reſpect to the officers in as well as individually, on the ſeveral 
eſtabliſhinents at the ſettfements where the regiments are to be ſtationed. · 


Firſt, That the proportion to be fupplied for each regiment be fur- 
nithed, ſo far as it can be, from their ſupernumerary officers on the eſta- 
bliſhments at the ſettlements, where they ſhall be ſeverally ſtationed. 
after reſerving the number of each rank that will be required for the 
completion of their reſpective eſtabliſhments, fixed by the Court of B- 
rectors, in their letter of the 21ſt September, 1785, and ſuch further 
number as the Governor and Commander in Chief may ſee neceſſary, to 
ſupply vacancies that may fall from time to time * or diner 
contingencies. of fn 


Secondly, 'That as the fapernumeraries at Madras a W will 
not be ſu cient, after providing for their own eſtabliſhments, to complete 
the proportions required for the regiments that are to be Ratianed at 
thoſe ſettlements; but eſpecially in the rank of Captain, there being, as 
appears by the. lateſt returns, only four at the former, and none at the 
latter, the deficiency be ſupplied from Bengal. 


_ Thirdly, That no ground whatſoever may be given for comp Sage of 
any partial ſelection being made in furnifhing the quotas Re the dif- 
ferent regiments, it be given in option to the eldeſt: cers of each rank, 

where the ſupplies ſhall be draughted, whether Bengal, Madras or Bom- 
bay, to accept of the offer of bei N from the Company's to 
the King's ſervice, to complete. t oportions ordered, that is, the 
offer ſhould be made to the eldeſt of Wo rank on the eſtabliſhment, and 
not of the ſupernumeraries only, which would be giving a preference to 
the latter over ede vida, that would not ial ip amd ee 


and diſguſts. i 


—Feuthiy, 1 I in ks prevent an 0 gall being ſetup, ar 
diſputes ariſing about rank, to pin the yh who ſhall * ba 
and transferred either from having formerly borne commiſſions in — 
Majeſty's ſervice, or upon other grounds, i it be ordered, That they ſhall be 
draughted with ſme rank, into the King's, g each other, as 
they hold on their reſpective eſtabliſhments; in the ſervice of the Company, 
khat is, no one ſhould be permitted to gain any rank of another upon any 
pretenſions whatever, 

And 
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EP? 
And the Committee are of opiniony That the foregoing, ſhould take 
effect, after the * of the officers already recommended to his 
Majeſty. 1 5 
oooriom-03 lizey ndl: ot oll ob 3 7 T. nbi 
Copy of a Letter from 1 Majors ad one Capt tain on the Ben gal 
- Eſtabliſhment, to the Right Hon. Earl Cornwallis, dated at Calcutta, 
the 14th n ad 1786, v was read; ff 


w ” =. 4\ 


Ertract Letter * Lord Cornwiliinrt to the 8. ht: 22th De- 
cember, 1786, Par. 2. Vide Appendix, No. 16, 


ar was moved and on the Queſtion; reſolved, That the further con- 
ſilleration of the above oe. from the Committee of Correſpondence 
be poſtpon ed. 

A Motion was then uncle ; and it was! Om th Queſtion, reſolved; 
That a Board of the Company's Field Officers be convened to conſider, 
and report to this Court, the beſt mode of carrying into effect his Ma- 
jeſty's gracious permiſſion of appointing half the officers under Kaste 
nant Colonels in the four new regiments going to India. 


A That the following ee do compoſe the e vIz. 


8 


Major pena William Medows * Giles Stibbert. a4 41 
- er Generals, John Caillaud, Sir Robert ene ani Richard Smith. 


And 8 Morgan. 171 


10111 1 Hon Di - 


And that they be reſpectively ſummoned to 3 at this Hott” on 
rungen next, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon for * above 


purpoſes. 
At a Court of Dire&ors held on Wedneſday the 7th: Nov. 1 787. 


22 3 #4 3 


THE report of a Board of General and Field Officety convened in 
puri of the requeſt of this Court, to conſider and report on the 
{eſt mode of carrying into effect, his Majeſty's gracious permiſſion of 

appointing half the o cers, under Lieutenant Colonels, in the four new 
regiments going for India, wherein the Board ſtate their qpininn. as fol- 


lows, was, read, viz. Vi ide Appendix, Ne. 7 7. 


% That the ſelectibn be made "ry furniſhing b bat for Ahe a 
« ferent” regiments be given in option to the oldeſt officers of each rank 
<c at Beng „Madras, or Bombay, to accept of his Majeſty's gracious 


45 on of deing transferred fr om the Fe to the King $ 
fervice. mam; e 2-4 
0) 35 1-4 25.5 7 3 W4 19 Son ne e110 2411 „Alan. 2413 1 


„ That i ref ctive proportions ſo to be ſelested for the four rogh 


- 0 ments, be ſettled by the actual ſtate of the total number of officers 


+ on the three eſtabliſhments, ſupernumeraries included, on the arrival 
f the Court's Ordets in India; that d Tay," n 


"= $$3328! i? 0 f » 1 34 h Hi rote 


les. As the number of any rank uri nge eſtabliſhments, - 
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4 6 66 „1 tothe number of the fame rank do be nominated nin the Gang. 
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(„ : 
So is the number of that rank, on each eſtabliſhment reſpectively.) 


6 To the number of the ſame rank, to be taken from that eſta- 
«t liſhment.” | | 


"It was 3 * That this Court do, on this as three Leaks: take 
into conſideration the rank of the Company 8 ms Officers,” 


And it being moved to amend the ſaid Motion, by omitting the words 
Tthis day three na in order to introduce in lieu there Len Tueſ- 


day next.) | | 


The Queſtion was. put by the b on Az ſaid BENT MES that _- 
words [this day .three weeks] ſtand part of the CRY and paſſed 
an the n 


The main Oueſtion ſo amended; being then put, it Was ; reſolved, 
"That this Court do, on Tueſday next, the 13th inſtant, take into 
<onfideration the rank of ay Laid 8 military officers. | | 


At A Court of Dire doors held on Tueſy | che 1 3th Nov. . 178 7. 


LETTER from Brigadier Genetal Richard Smith, dated this day, 
recommending to the Court to endeavour to obtain relief for the Com. 
panyꝰs military officers, who will be fubjected to the mortification of 
ranking under the King's officers in the regiments intended to be ſent 


to N who are Wel juniors in ſervice, was read. Vide Appendix, 
No. 9 


ee according to order of the 3th inſtant, to 
take into confideration ** rank of the Company's a officers. IH 


It was, moved, and. on the Queſtion reſolved, That this Court. do 
adjourn, in order to go into a Committee of the whole gh for the 


Porpate of conſidering the rank of the N 8 I. offi icers. 
The Court then adjourned nevordingly.. 


Ars A Committe of the whole Hotte held on rea this T 3th 
| | November, 1 787. n 


THE Committee, purſyant to the reſblution of the Court of Di- | 
rectors of this day, took into GOT * Led the oed edi 
military officers. 3 


The e petition to his M diets was of for 0 the ; Committee s: 
; eonſideration. 
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o the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


4 


> 


The humble Petition of the Court of Directors of the United 
Eaſt-India Company, in Behalf of the Company's Military 
Air | Officers. in the different Parts of India, * 


Moſt humbly ſheweth, | 
THAT by the articles of war, made and eſtabliſhed by his late 
Majeſty King George the Second, in purſuance of an a& of parliament 
of the 27th of his ſaid late Majeſty, chapter the gth, the military 
officers of the Crown were empowered to. bear rank over-thoſe of the 
Eaſt-India Company, holding the like commiſſions, although the King's 
commiſſions bore later date than the Company's. 


Your petitioners, without wiſhing to controvert the wiſdom and juſ- 
tice of this regulation, at the time hey it was framed, moſt ſubmiſſively 
entreat your Majeſty to advert to the alteration of circumſtances ſince 
that period. A few regiments levied with difficulty, and under man 

diſadvantages, and deſtined for the mere defence of commercial ſettle- 
ments, could not be of importance or reſpectability ſufficient to claim 


any rank in competition with forces under the commiſſion of a Britiſh 


Monarch. 'The troops of the Crown were formerly employed in India 


only on temporary and occaſional ſervices, while thoſe of the Company 


were ſtationary and unchanged. The- priority of rank was too ſhort to. 
become burthenſome, while the ſtruggles of actual ſervice prevented 
a cloſe attention to domeſtic grievances, and-the pre-eminence before 
mentioned was felt to be the right of intrinſic ſuperiority. 

Your petitioners moſt humbly repreſent, that the motive for this 
honourable diſtin&ion, as far as it is founded on the comparative ad- 
vantages of talent or conduct, has long been gradually weakened. 


By the acquiſition of territorial poſſeſſions in India, an army has been 


ſucceſſively formed in the proportion to its new and extenſive field of 


action, and for the laſt twenty years, the military forces in pay of the 
Eaſt-India Company, would not have diſgraced any kingdom in Europe, 
either for numbers, for diſcipline, or ſucceſs. Its officers have been 
regularly initiated through the formalities of a profeſſional education, 
inured by long and ſevere habit to the dangers of an unwholeſome 
climate, matured by experience in all the varieties of actual ſervice, and 
fluſhed by repeated victories with all the nice ſenſibility of military cha- 
racter, as loyal ſubjects to your Majeſty, and as profeſſional men, their 


o os 


merit is univerſally acknowledged. - 


Your Majeſty's late reſolution for immediately diſpatching four re- 
giments to ſerve and continue in India, is a meaſure ſo eminently de- 
claratory of your Majeſty's paternal attention to the welfare of every 

art of the Britiſh dominions, that your petitioners are emboldened to 
hens from the ſame 197 gs hand, a remedy for any incidental griev- 
ance which that reſolution may eventually. infliet ; and when your Ma- 
zeſty is informed, that upwards of 1800 gallant and deſerving officers, 
ing the Company's commiſſion, feel the deareſt of all, in a ſoldiers 
on, their honour affected in its tendereſt point by this event, 

there needs but a retroſpe& to the univerſal tenor of your Majeſty's 
royal wiſdom to be aſſured of redreſs. 1 
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Vour Majeſty is molt reſpectfully entreated to advert to the ſituation 
bf eighteen hundred gentlemen, full of military ardour, and with the 
| higheſt ſenſe of having deſerved of their country, degraded in their own 
eyes, in the eyes of their own troops, in thoſe of all their fellow ſub- 
jects, Britiſh and Aſiatic, and in thoſe of all Hindoſton, by the advance- 
thent over them of the officers of four whole regiments, 'and that in per- 
petuity. The bearing your Majeſty's commiſſion for lite, of riſing regu- 
larly through all the ranks of the Britiſh military ſervice is an honour- 
able diſtinEtion' : the Company's officers, though in a leſs dignified 
ſphere, are no leſs ſubjects to your Majeſty ; their loyalty is as firm, their 
courage as tried, their ſervices in proportion as con 1 ; in fighting 
the battles of the Company they have augmented the poſſeſſions of the 
ſtate, and extended the boundaries of your Majeſty's empire. Your pe- 
titioners with all humility, crave leave to ſubmit to your Majeſty, that 
artial diſtinctions among men employed on the ſame ſervice, cannot 
Fail to breed jealouſies and diſguſt, between thoſe whom unanimity alone 
can enable to act with vigour and effect. 1 N 


* 


1 8 N. Fes 
1 Vour petitioners, therefore, after moſt gratefully thanking your Ma- 
ns jeſty for the power which hath been delegated to them of recommendin 
= out of the Company's forces a number of officers to each of the four new 
regiments deſtined tor India, amounting in the whole to 78 perſons, moſt 
72 humbly beg leave to repreſent, that this delegation, while it virtually 
1 bears teſtimony to the merits and op W of the Company's officers, 
1 leaves your petitioners under a moſt diſtreſſing dilemma, how to ſatisfy 
7 1 of eighteen hundred deſerving men, by the partial promotion 
8 1 of ſeventy eight, as theſe cheſen objects muſt reſpectively ſupercede all 
ut thoſe of their own rank from the inſtant of their nomination. __ 


_- Your petitioners, thetefore, cannot but incur the imputation of par- 
KH tiality under every poſſible mode of ſelection. And ſhould they leave it 
to the option of their ſeveral officers, according to ſeniority, the diffi- 
culty would be ſhifted, indeed, from themſelves, but by no means ob- 
viated or redreſſed; for if local confiderations ſhould induce all, or any of 
the ſenior | officers. to decline the proffered. favour, their juniors in the 
1 ſame rank would then ſtep above them; a circumſtance, which it is much 
8 to be feared would prevent their acting with united zeal on the 


ſame ſpot. F 
Your petitioners, though encouraged by the peculiar incident of the 
preſent moment as the moſt fayourable for this, their moſt humble ſup- 
plication, have long been apprized of the inconvenience, and have long 
apprehended its effects. The humble petition which hath been already 
preſented to your Majeſty from the officers 1n Bengal, relative only to 
your Majeſty's temporary forces then in that quarter, is a melancholy 
teſtimonial of their hardſhips and their feelings, when the grievance 
ſhall be enlarged and become permanent by the refidence of ſtationary 
regiments. Your petitioners are alarmed for the effects of that diſcon- 
tent which may pervade the whole of the Company's armies, as all thoſe 
who have acquired a pittance proportionate to the poſſibility of exiſting 
unemployed, may be expected to reſign, but to what conſequences de- 


9 1 ſpair may drive thoſe who have no feſource but their preſent ſervice, 
| 14 and at the ſame time to gratify a body of men who look up to your Ma- 


your petitioners venture not even to ny To remove this grievance, 
Far with a well earned conſciouſneſs of repeated ſucceſs; it is the moſt 
umble prayer of your petitioners, that your Majeſty would be pleaſed to 
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ant equality of rank, according to the dates of their ſeveral commiſ- 
Fon! to the Company's, with your Majeſty's officers ' while ſerving 
in India. 
Jour petitioners are informed that the regiments, raiſed and ſerving in 
America, during the late war, were honoured with the {ame mark of 
your Majeſty's royal approbation; and if their local knowledge; their 
acquaintance with the ſcenes of action; their habituation to the cli- 
mate, and their intercourſe with the inhabitants, entitled them to ſuch 
a diſtinction ; your petitioners humbly preſume to hope, that Britons 
ſerving in India, with all theſe advantages and with undiſputed profeſ- 
fional {kill and experience, wall not plead in vain for the ſame conde- 
ſcending attention from your Majeſty. _ 1 bre 


And your petitioners, &c. 


And a debate enſuing thereon, the following particulars were called 
for and read, Viz. EE e e | 
Petition of the Military Officers on the Bengal Eſtabliſhment to the 
Court of Directors, requeſting them to petition His Majeſty to withdraw 
the Partiality of Rank conferred on His Officers in the laſt Reign, or to 

etition Parliament to, procure for them an Equality of Rank with His 
Majeſty's Officers. Vide Appendix, No. 11. 


Petition of the Military Officers on the Bengal Eſtabliſhment to His 
Majeſty, to withdraw the Partiality of Rank conferred on His Officers 
in Ne laft Reign. Jide Appendix, No. 12, 


General Letter from Bengal, dated 28th October 1783. Paragraph 
192. Vde Appendir, No. 11. | dF 5; | va 


Extract Letter from the Right Honourable Lord Sydney to the Chair- 
man and Deputy Chairman, dated the 25th November 1784. 


It was then moved, and on the Queſtion being put, reſolved unani- 
moufly, That the further conftderation of this buſineſs be poſtponed to 
Tueſday the 2oth inſtant, in the mean time the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman are requeſted by this Committee, to wait upon the Right 
Honourable the Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India, to requeſt their 
ſerious conſideration of the ſituation of the Company's army in India, 
in reſpect of the — Officers being commanded by juniors bear- 
in His Majefty's Commiſſion, the diſſatisfaction which has already ariſen 
en that account; the probable increaſe of ſuch diſſatisfaction; 
the decided opinion of the Committee, that it is highly expedient to re- 
move the cauſes thereof, by giving the Company's Officers rank with the 
King's while ſerving in India, according to the dates of their reſpective 
commiffions ; that the Committee fear the moſt miſchievous conſe- 

uences, ariſing from a continuance of the preſent diſtinction between 
the King's and the Company's Officers, and therefore moſt earneſtly en- 
treat the Right Honourable Board to point out the mode of application 


they think moſt proper for the deſired purpoſe, and that they will be 


pleafed. to give their afſiſtance and ſupport upon ſuch application. 
. That the Chafrma n and Deputy Chairman n be defired to communicate 
to the Right Honourable Board the above petition, propoſed to the 
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Committee as a Mode of application to the Crown ; but to appriſe the 
Right Honourable Board, that the conſideration thereof is propoſed in 
hopes of being favoured with the Board's fentiments thereon. © 


- 


At a Committee of the whole Court held on Tueſday the 2oth 
| November, 1787. ain 2457 70 


* 


THE Chairman and Deputy Chairman reported to the Court, That, 
in conſequence of the reſolution of the Committee of the 1 5th inſtant, 
they had attended the India Board yeſterday, with the proceedings of that 
day, when the Right Honourable Mr. Dundas [the only member pre- 
ſent] intormed them that he was as defirous as the Directors could be, 


to ſee the Company's officers happy and ſatisfied with their ranks ; that 


| the Board ha given the ſtrongeſt proofs of theſe ſentiments by the 


36th and 37th paragraphs of the General Letter to Bengal of a iſt July, 
1786 [Vide Appendix No. 14] and that he referred it to the conſideration 
of the Court, whether it would not be proper to wait the anſwer to 
that letter [and which is expected by the firſt ſhip] before they tgke 


any further ſteps therein. 


At a Court of Directors held on Wedneſday the 21ſt November, 


THE Chairman and Deputy Chairman reported to the Court, That in 
conſequence of the Reſolution of a Committee of the whole Court of the 
15th inſtant, they had attended the India Board yeſterday with the pro- 
ceedings of that day, when the Right Honourable Henry Dundas ſ the 
only member N pes them, that he was as deſirous as the Di- 
rectors could be to ſee the Company's officers happy and ſatisfied with 
their rank. That the Board had given the ſtrongeſt proofs of thoſe 


Pe 


| ſentiments, by the :46th and 37th- paragraphs of - the General Letter to 


Bengal, dated 21ſt July, 1786; and that he referred it to the conſidera- 
tion of the Court, whether it would not be proper to wait the anfwer of 
that letter [and which is expected by the firſt ſhip} before they take 
any further ſteps therein. HA T9004 8 bh 


Sundry circular clauſes prepared in conſequence of the above intima- 


tion were ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Court. And it being 


moved, “ That the ſaid clauſes be approved,“ the Queſtion was put 
thereon, and paſſed in the negative. Vide Appendix, No. 17. | 


A Motion was then made, . That it is the opinion of this Court that 
© the mode propoſed by the Board:of General and Field Officers, alle 
** bled at the India Houfe on the 7th inſtant by deſire of the Court, be 
carried into execution. And the Queſtion thereow being put by the 


% 4 
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Ballot, the ſame paſſed in the negative. 


It Was then moved, and refolved by the Ballot, That the Eliithnan | 
and Deputy Chairman be; deſired: to wait upon the Right Honourable 
the Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India, to ſtate to them, the diffi» 


_ culties which the Court find themſelves under in filling up the commiſ- 


ſions in the four new regiments intended to be ſent to India; and tile 


dangerous diſſenſions, which they apprehend may ariſe therefrom, 
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(14) 1 
among their officers. in India; and to conſult with them, upon ſonie 
mode for obviating the apprehended inconveniences, either by an appli- 
cation to His Majeſty for the granting of equal rank to their officers, ſer- 
ving with His Majeſty's troops in the Eaſt Indies, or for the withdraw- 

ing entirely the regiments intended to he ſent, in conſequence of the al- 
teration which has taken place in public affairs, and ſince the adoption 
of the meaſure, | | 


At the Court of Directors held on Wedneſday the 28th Nov. 1 787. 


THE Chairman acquainted the Court, that the Deputy, and 
'himſelf, had waited on the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, 
and had communicated to him the Court's Reſolution of the 21ſt in- 
ſtant; reſpecting the King's regiments intended to be ſent to India: that 
Mr. Dundas had promiſed to lay the ſame before the Right Honourable 
the Board of Commiſſioners for the affairs of India, and their obſerva- 
tions thereon would be tranſmitted to the Court in writing. | 


At a Court of Directors held on Tueſday the ath Dec. 1787. 


LETTER from the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, dated the 
29th, ultimo, containing the obſervations of the Right Honourable 

2 "Board of Commiſſioners for the affairs of India, on the Court's Reſol u- 
fion of the 21ſt ultimo, communicated to the Board by the Chairman, 
and Deputy Chairman, was read. Vide Appendix, No. 19. | 


- IR of Directors held on Wedneſday the 5th Dec. 1787. 


3 <. £ 


* : a ; | - * | * 
Il1c)ühbe following Motion was made, viz. 


3 4 THE Court having taken into conſideration a letter of the 2gth-No- 
vember, addreſſed to them from the Right Honourable Henry Dundas. 


% Reſolved, That it is incumbent upon this Court to expreſs to the 

_ + Right, Honourable the Commiſſioners for the Affairs in India, the 

„ fatisfa&tion which they feel under the communication which has been 

* made to them, of the ſteps which are now taking to accommodate 

5 the jealouſies which have already, or may in future ariſe between 

. His Majeſty's and the Company's troops, ſerving together in the 
Eaſt Indies, on account of the difference in rank between them. 


% And to aſſure the Right Honourable the Commiſſioners, That this 
„Court will ſpare no pains in 8 with all poſſible expedition, 
- ,$* ſuch papers as may be thought neceſlary for the facthbmincs of this 


object, and will be moſt happy, at all times, to attend to every 


communication which the Right Honourable the Commiſſioners may 
„ think proper to make to them upon the ſubject. ; 
But that the Court have beheld, with the deepeſt concern, the de- 
„ termined manner in which the Right Honourable the Commiſſioners 
have thought proper to wave all further diſcuſſion upon the ſubject 
of withdrawing entirely the four regiments intended to be raiſed for 
the ſervice of India. 


4% Pefirous as the Court may be of uniting moſt cordially with the 
Right Honourable the Commiſſioners, in every meaſure which may 
"4 | a | | | 66 be 
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be thought neceſſiry for the defence of His Majeſty's dominions iti 


India,. and unwilling, when objects of ſuch importance are at ſtake, 
to intermix with them the more private concerns reſpecting. the 

owers of the' Right Honourable the Commiſſioners, and the Court 
of Directors, they cannot be entirely ſilent upon the determination of 
the Right Honourable the Commiſſioners above alluded to. 


In juſtice to their Conſtituents, and in diſcharge of the truſt which 


87 


neceſſity of the moſt rigid and exact ceconomy. 


they have undertaken, they are bound to repreſent to the Right Ho- 


nourable the Commiſſioners, the very heavy, and as they conceive 


the very unneceſſary expence which will be entailed. upon the Com- 


pany, by adding in the. manner propoſed, the fouf new Penne 
to the Company's Eſtabliſhment in India. That they muſt call to the 
recollection = 4 the Right Honourable the Commiſhoners, that the 
meaſure was adopted under the preſſute and ' apprehenſion of an 
immediate impending war, which left the Company no option with 
reſpe& to the mode of raiſing men for their ſervice: That nothing 


* ſhort of a neceſſity, ſo urgent, could have juſtified"the Court in con- 


ſenting to the loading of their Eſtabliſhment with 86 additidnal of- 
ficers, whilſt ſo conſiderable, a number of their own) remain; unem- 
ployed, the competency of whom, to fill the ſeveral ſtations, in 
caſe of a war in India, the Court humbly preſume is ſufficiently . 
eſtabliſhed, by the gracious offer which His, Majeſty has been pleaſed 
to make, of incorporating 78 of them into his own troops.” 'That the 


neceſſity which firſt led the Court to expreſs the grateful acquieſcence 


in His Majeſty's intention of ſending the regiments in queſtion to 
India, having now been happily removed, by the alteration, which has 
taken place in public affairs, he Court can have flo doubt of being 
able, by the aſſiſtance of his Majeſty's "Miniſters, to raiſe men for 
their ſervice, without incurring the enormous expence which the 


four new regiments will bring upon them.  - , + :- 


„ That as all pollible retrenchments, both in their civil and military 
ſervice, are poſitively enjoined them by the 4oth and 41ſt Sections of 


* 


the 25th Chap. of 24th George IIId, it would become 5 e 


ately the duty of the Court, in compliance with tlie injunction ſo lai 


upon them, by the Legiflatute, to ſtep forward upon the preſent oc- 
caſion, even if the anticipated revenues, and the enormous incum- 


brances, under which the C ompany is Iabouring, did not point dut the 


* 


„ 
* 
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That for the reaſons thus ſubmitted to the conſideration of the 


166 
«6, 
"$6; 
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men whatever.” 


Right Honourable the Commilſioners;. the Court are induced ta hope, 


that they may be pleaſed to alter their determination, which they 


ſeem to have taken, and concur with this Court, in à repreſentation 


to his Majeſty, which may be the means of procuring ſuch an encreaſe 
of European ſtrength as may be judged abſolutely expedient, in a 
mode leſs deſtructive to the welfare of the Company, and which will 
remove from tne minds, of above 1800 gallant officers, the diſguſt 
and indignation, which they muſt naturally feel, from à moſt cruel 


and unmerited ſuperceſſion, after W ſerved the Company, upon 


the moſt trying occaſions, with zeal, fide PU and ſucceſs, and whoſe 
local knowledge, and paſt experience, muſt render them much more 
uſeful to the Company, an to the Public, than any other ſet of 


I — "» 
* . , 


D AF 


in the Eaſt- Indies, the Court being perſu 
„ of the alteration which has taken place in public affairs, they mall, 


(6) 


And the previous Queſtion, : That the ſaid Motion be not put, being 
moved, the fame was put by the Ballot, and carried in the affirmative. 


38 main Queſtion was then put, and carried alſo i in the alirmative. 


At a Court of Directors held on Tueſday the ich Dec. 1987. 


LETTER from Charles William Boughton Rouſe, Eſq; dated the 
>th inſtant; / conveying the ſentiments of the Right Hotouradle the 
Board of Counnillioners for the Affairs of India, on the Court's Reſolu- 
tion of the th inſtant, ref, — the King's troops intended to be ſent 
to India, was read. A a 20. 7 Allo: ag Cour Reſolution 


„ 
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iv then moved to adjoutn... 15 in obe en l 


And the Queſtion 2 — having paſed in x the afficmative, the. Court 
adjourned accardinghy. 20 1718 er 
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to be held with th e Right Honourable the Commiſſioners for the affairs 


of India; and that the Court will perſervere in their- beſt endeavours to 
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I That FELT 3 8 . 35 2 reſpestful applica- 


1 « tion to His Majeſty, Rumbly to requeſt» that he will be graciouſly 


pleaſed to withdraw the regiments: intended for ſervice; in India, on 


„ account: of the heavy expence to which the finances of the Company 


Will be thereby ſubjected, and the difſatisfaCtion. which the meaſure 
4 muſt unavoidably excite amongſt the Com wy s Officers, now ferving 
aded that in conſequence 


66 with the aſſiſtance of His 1 8 Miniſters, have it in their Ter g 
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te raiſe any force that may be thought neceſſary for the A of the 
« Faſt-Indies, upon terms infinitely leſs burthenſome to the Company.” 


lt was moved, and on the Queſtion reſolved, That the ſaid Mo ee 
e into conſideration on F * next, the 21ſt inſtant. 


At a General Court held the N December, 7757 


THE following papers, relative to the four new raiſed regiments, or- 
dered to proceed to the Eaſt-Indies, and to the difference of rank be- 
tween His Majeſty's and the Company 8 Officers * called ory were 
read, VIZ, | 


Extracts from the "7" of thi Court of Directors of the I -th, roth, 
24th, 26th and 31ſt October; 1ſt, 7th and 1 3th N. o vember. 


Minutes of the Committee of the whole Court of the 13th and zoth 
November. 


Extract from the Lies of the Court of Directors of the 21ſt and 
28th N ovember ; 4th, 5th, 11th and 12th inſtant. 


Letter from Charles William Boughton Rouſe, Eſq: dated the 7th 
inſtant, conveying the ſentiments of the Right Frog dont the Com- 
miſſioners for the Affair s of India on the Court's Minute of the 5th inſtant. 


Letter from à Committee of the Com patiy's Military Officers, dated - 
the 12th inſtant, requeſting to be imd what ſteps have been tak 
in conſequence of the Petition tranſmitted to Europe by the Company 
Officers, in 1784, and ſoliciting the Court's. advice and, ſupport in "ol 
half of their humble application to the Throne, reſpecting the late a 
pointment of four regiments from His 18 8 fervice to be POTION: 5 
ſtationed in India. | 


a? 


The 36th and 37 paragraphs of the Company's © General Letters to 
Bene aged 21 July, 17 „ os I k Wn) T 


At a Court of Dire gore held on Friday * 21 1 Dec. 17 8. 7. 


THE Court, proceeding according to cider of the 19th inſtant; to 
take into conſideration a Motion made on that day, * the 
four regiments intended to be ſent to India. 


The ſaid Motion was 8 as alſo a letter from Charles William” AF 


Boughton Rouſe, Eſquire, dated the 7th inſtant. 


It was then moved, That the iiber conſideration of the ſaid 
Motion be adjourned until Wedneſday the NY 7 thn next. 8 


C 18 9 
At a Court of Directors held on Friday the 28th Dec. 1787. 


- THE Chairman laid before the Court the following note, which 
e had received from the Right Honourable Lord Sydney, one of His 
Majeſty's principal Secretary's of State, viz. 


His Majeſty's ſervants do not propoſe to adviſe His Majeſty to 


<« alter the reſolution of ſending the four regiments to India; they ob- 


_ $+ ſerve in the papers traſmitted to them by the Board of Controul, 


<* that the Directors complain of the effect which the introduction of 
3 0 many officers of high rank in His Majeſty's ſervice into India will 
have on the ſituation of the officers of the Company's troops; at the 
*« ſame time they cannot but conſider the admiſſion of the officers of 
the Company to half the commiſſions in the four new regiments to 
ebe a conſiderable advantage to the Company's corps of alficery. But 
as the Board of Controul has called for the dates of the commiſſions 
af the officers alluded to by the Directors, His Majeſty's ſervants do 
not think themſelves authorized to give an opinion concerning the 
** meaſures neceſſary to be taken to prevent any juſt complaint upon 
the ſubje& in queſtion, till that information is aid before them.” 


At a Court of Directors held on Wedneſday the gth Jan. 1788. 


THE Court now proceeding according to order of the 21ſt ultimo, 


to take into farther - conſideration a Motion made on the 19th ultimo, 
to. addreſs His Majeſty to withdraw the four regiments intended for 
It was moved, © That the further conſideration of the ſaid Motion 
* be deferred until Wedneſday next the 16th inſtant.” 


And the Queſtion being put by the Ballot, The Votes for and againſt 
the, fame; appeared to, be equal. | 


The Treaſurer being then called in, purſuant to the directions of the 
Company's Charter, drew that lot which determined the Queſtion in 


the negative. 


It was then moved to adjourn, and the Queſtion of adjournment 


being put by the Ballot, and paſſing in the affirmative, The Court ad- 
journed accordingly. 


At a Court of Directors held on Wedneflay the 16th | 
: January, 1788. * * 


THE Court reſuming the conſideration of the following Motion 


made the 19th ultimo, viz. 


„ That it is incumbent 1 this Court to make 2 reſpectful ap- 
« plication to His ' Majeſty, humbly to requeſt that he will be gra- 
« ciouſly pleaſed to withdraw the regiments intended for ſervice in In- 


dia, on account of the heavy expence to which the + 2 the 
„Com- 
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( 29 \) 
«© Company will be thereby ſubjected, and the diſſatisfaction which the 
4 his muſt unavoidably excite amongſt the Company's officers 
« now ſerving in the Eaſt-Indies, the Court being perſuaded, that in 
« conſequence of the alteration which has taken place in public affairs, 
* they ſhall with the aſſiſtance of His Majeſty's Miniſters, have it in 
te their power to raiſe any force that may be thought neceſſary for the 
«© defence of the Eaſt-Indies, upon terms infinitely leſs burthenſome to 
& the Company.” | We Lake 


And the Queſtion therton being put by the Ballot, The ſame paſſed 
in the affirmative. | | | 


Reſolved, That Jacob Boſanquet, Hugh Joghs, Stephen Luſhington, 
Eſquires, and the Honourable William Elphinſtone be appointed a 
Committee to draw up an humible addreſs to His Majeſty, purſuant 
to the foregoing. reſolution, and that the Company's Counſel and So- 
licitor do give their aſſiſtance. 


At a Court of Directors held on Wedneſday che 2 3d Jan. 1788. 


THE Committee appointed to prepare a memorial and petition to 
His Majeſty relative to the four regiments now raiſing for ſervice in 
India, reporting under this day's date, that they cauſed ſeveral accounts 
to be laid before them, and have obtained the opinion of the Com- 

y's ſtanding Counſel on a caſe drawn up by the Solicitor, and hav- 
ing, after maturely conſidering the ſubject, prepared a memorial and 
petition to His Majeſty, they ſubmit the ſame to the Court's appro- 
bation, together with the {aid accounts, and the opinion of Counſel: 


The ſaid memorial and petition was read (Appendix, No. 23) as alſo 
the above-mentioned caſe and opinion, and the ſeverai accounts mien- 
tioned in the Committee's report. Vide Appendix, No. 24; and 25. 


It was moved, * That the ſaid memorial and petition be agreed to.“ 
And the Queſtion thereon being put by the Ballot, It paſſed in the 


affirmative. 


A Motion was then. made, That the Company's ſeal be affixed to the 

ſaid memorial and petition. | | 

And the 8 thereon being put by the Ballot, The ſame paſſed 
rmative. | 


It was then moved, and on the Queſtion: reſolved, That the Chair- 
man and Deputy Chairman be defired to wait upon the Right Ho- 
nourable Lord Sydney, one of His Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, 
and to requeſt that his Lordſhip will be pleaſed to preſent the faid me- 
morial and petition to His Majeſty. | 1 


Ordered, That copies of the ſaid memorial and petition, and accounts 
be ſent to the Right Honourable William Pitt, with all poſfible diſpatch. 


John 


( 20 * 


John Motteux, Eſquire, Chairman of this Court, delivered in the fol⸗ 
815 Fay . lowing Diſſent, vi. | 


_ Gentlemen; 115 

HAVING. oppoſed the reſolution of the Court of Directors of the 
16th inſtant, to make a reſpectful application to His Majeſty, hum- 
* bly to requeſt that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to withdraw the 
four regiments intended for ſervice in India, on account of the heavy 
« expence to which the finances of the Company will be thereby ſub- 
0 jected, and the diſſatisfaction which the meaſure muſt unavoidably 
e excite amongſt the Company's officers now ſerving in the Eaſt-Indies, 
«© the Company being perſuaded, that in conſequence of the alteration 
Which has taken place in public affairs, they ſhall, with the aſſiſt- 
„ ance of His Majefty's Miniſters, have in their power to raiſe any 
force that may be thought neceffary for the defence of the Eaſt-In- 

dies, upon terms infinitely leſs burthenſome to the Company.” 


I think it incumbent upon me to aſſign the reaſons which induced 


: 


me to oppoſe, arid now to diſſent, to that reſolution. 1 


On the 17th October, 1787, at a Court of Directors, ſpecially ſum- Y 'D 
moned, I had the honour to lay before you the heads of a conference N 


held by the worthy Deputy and me, at the India Board, with the Right 8 
Honourable Mr. Dundas, obligingly reduced to writing by that Gentle- 1 
man, and tranſmitted to us in a letter, dated the 13th October, 1787, _ 


wherein he informs us, that to be certain of no inaccuracy in the com- 
«© munication, a copy of the incloſure, which had been conveyed to His 
« Majeſty, met his approbation; and Mr. Dundas expreſſed a with to 
<« have an early anſwer, that in ſome ſhape or other the propoſed levee 
may proceed wth the utmoſt expedition.“ The Court thereon came to 
ce a reſolution to defire Mr. Dundas to expreſs the grateful ſentiments 
& of the Court of Directors for His Majeſty's gracious attention to the 
&© ſafety of the Company's poſſeſſions in India, and that they conſent to 
receive the ſuccours offered in the manner propoſed in the ſaid me- 


* merandum.” “/ 8 


On the 19th October, the Court, ever attentive to the proper ap- 
ropriation of the Military Fund, which by deed of covenant entered 
into with the late Lord Clive, can only be applied to the benefit of the 
Company's troops, reſolved, That all officers in the ſervice of the 
<« Eaſt - India Company, who fhall accept commiſſions in his Majeſty's 
% ſervice, ſhall from that time be eſteemed to have relinquiſhed the 


; «© Company's ſervice.” 


On the 24th October, I laid before the Court a liſt of the commiſ- 
ſions in the four regiments to which His Majeſty had been pleaſed to 
dermit the Company to recommend officers, and which liſt was tranſ- 
mitted by the Secretary at War to Mr. Dundas, and by him to me. 


On the ſame day the Court nominated James Hartley, Eſquire, to the 
Lieutenant Colonelcy of Colonel Abercrombie's regiment, intended to 
be ſent to Bombay, and Alexander Roſs, Eſquire, to a Majority in one 
of the propoſed regiments ; and, at the ſame time reſolved to inform 
the Right Honourable the Secretary at War of thoſe nominations, and 
to: requeſt His Majeſty's approbation thereof; the Court alſo reſolved 


kat )) 


to requeſt His Majeſty's authority to the Right Honourable the Go- 

— General o Bon I, to nominate his Lordſhip's two Aids de 
Camp to Commiſſions of the ſame rank they hold in the Company's 
ſervice, | | 4 | "4 


On the following day, the a th October, the Secretary at War in- 

formed the Court of Directors, of the numbers His Maje y had been 

pleaſed to affix to the four regiments raiſing for ſervice in India, and | 
that His Majeſty had approved the four officers recommended by the 

Court to hold commiſſions therein. | My 


The Court reſolved on the firſt November, That a Board of of- 
& ficers be convened to conſider, and to 04 the beſt mode of carryin 
into effect His Majeſty's gracious permiſſion of appointing half the of- 
e ficers under Lieutenant Colonels in the four new regiments going to 
* India.” | Kath 


On the th November, the report of a Board of General and Field Of. 
ficers was accordingly made, but the conſideration of the rank of the 
Company's Military Officers was deferred to the 13th Noveinber. 


On the 13th the Court met —— when, forming itſelf into a 
Committee, a Petition to His Majeſty was offered for the Committee's con- 
ſideration, and after a long debate it was reſolved . to poſtpone the 
« further conſideration thereof to the zoth November, and that in the 
« mean time, the Chairman and Deputy Chairman do wait upon the 
„Right Honourable the Commiſhoners for the Affairs of India, to tequeſt 
e theirſerious conſideration of the ſituation of the Company's army in In- 
« dia, in reſpe& of the Company's officers being commanded by juniors 

bearing His Majeſty's commiſſion ; the diſſatisfaction which has already 
„ ariſen in India on that account, the probable increaſe of ſuch diſſa- 
&« tisfaction; the decided opinion of the Committee, that it is highly 
«« expedient to remove the cauſes thereof, by giving the Company's of- 
% ficers rank with the King's while ſerving in India, according to the 
dates of their reſpective commiſſions, that the Company fear the moſt 
* miſchievous conſequences ariſing from a continuance of the preſent 
« diſtinction between the King's and the Company's officers, and there- 
« fore moſt earneſtly intreat the Right Honourable Board to point 
„out the mode of application they think the moſt proper for the defired 
* purpoſe, and that they will be pleaſed to give their aſſiſtance and ſup- 
6 — thereto; and, that the Chairman and 1 6d Chairman be de- 
fired to communicate to the Right Honourable Board, the above pe- 

«« tition propoſed to the Committee, as a mode of application to the 

Crown, but to appriſe the Right Honourable Board, that the conſi- 

«« deration thereof 1s poſtponed, in hopes of being favoured with the 

*«. Board's ſentiments thereon.” “ 


On the 2oth November I reported to a Committee of the whole Court, 
that the Deputy, and myſelf, had attended the India Board, with the 
particulars of the proceedings of the i3th, when Mr. Dundas informed 
us, that he was as deſirous as the Court could be to ſee the Company's 
« Officers happy and ſatisfied with their ranks ; that the Board had given 
the ſtrongeſt proofs of theſe ſentiments, by the 36th and 37th para- 

& graphs of the General Letter to Bengal of the 21ſt July, 176, and 

« that he referred it to the conſideration of the Court, whether it would 
not be proper to wait the anſwer to that letter (and which is expected 
„ by the firſt ſhip) before they * any further ſteps therein.“ h 


| - 
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On the 21ſt November, I ſubmitted to the Court ſundry paragraphs 
of letters to the differont preſidencies, framed in conſequence of the 
report of the Board of Officers, as the moſt elegible mode for carrying 
into effect His Majeſty's gracious permiſſion for the Company to nomi- 
nate half the officers for the new regiments accepted by the Company, 
and raiſing for their fervice ; and further directing the Governors of the 
reſpective ſettlements to make known to all the officers, that upon the 
receipt of the expected advices from Earl Cornwallis, the Court would 
reſume the bufinefs of their rank, and endeavour to procure an equa- 
lity with the King's officers in all caſes where the King and Com- 


pany's troops may act in conjunction. 


The propoſed paragra hs were negatived, as was a Motion That the 
« mode propoſed by the Board of Officers be carried into execution, 
and it was reſolved, ö * | E294 | | 


| That the Chairman and Deputy Chairman do ſtate to the Right 
4 * Honourable Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India, the difficulties 
0 ö « which the Court find themſelves under in filling up the Commiſſions 
in the four new raifed” regiments intended to be ſent to India, and 
| e the dangerous diſſenſions which they apprehend may ariſe therefrom 
« among, their officers in India, and to conſult with them upon ſome 
% mode for obviating the apprehended inconveniencies, either by an 

| | application to His Majeſty for the granting of equal rank to their 
[i <6 . . ferving with His Majefty's troops in the Eaſt-Indies, or for 
| the withdrawing entirely the regiments to be ſent in conſequence of 
© << the alteration which has taken place in public affairs, and ſince the 


adoption of the meaſure.” 


I On the 4th December, a letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Dun- 
Fl das of the 29th November, addreſſed to the Deputy, and me, was laid 
before the Court, wherein he is pleaſed to ſay, That he has commu- 
«© nicated to the other members of the India Board, the Reſolution of 
racked Court of Directors of the 21ſt November, that they feel themſelves 
as anxious as, any of the Directors can be, that every proper attention 

«© ſhould be paid to the ſituation and feelings of the meritorious of- 
«+ ficers of the Eaſt-India Company; that they had evinced thoſe ſen- 
timetns, but that they wiſhed to be furniſhed with a report from the 
« Governors of the ſettlements abroad before any general ſyſtem was 
„adopted; however, that they did not with to avoid a diſcuſſion of 
the ſubject as ſoon as certain papers they called for ſhould be fur- 
„ nithed ; but that the idea of diminithing any part of the Britiſh forces 
. nc. in India, or in contemplation to be ſent there, is ſo adverſe to 
5 hat they conceive to be for the welfare and ſecurity of His Majeſty's 
5 Ldominions in India, that they cannot allow ſuch an idea to enter into 

| any further diſcuſſion to take place between us.“ | 


* ; On the 5th December, the Court reſolved to apply again to the Com- 
| miſſioners, hoping that they may concur with the Court in a repreſenta- 
tion to His Majeſty, which may be the means of procuring ſuch an in- 
_ creaſe of European ſtrength as may be judged abſolutely expedient, in a 
| mode leſs deſtructive to the welfare of the Company, and which will re- 
il move. from the minds of above 1800 gallant officers, the diſguſt and 
| | K indignation Which they muſt naturally feel from a moſt cruel and un- 
| 5 - merited ſupereeſſion, after having ſerved the Company, upon the moſt 
| trying occaſions, with zeal, fidelity, and ſucceſs, and whoſe local _ 


| | . 75 : 1 


as) 

ledge, and paſt.experience, muſt render them much more uſeful to the 

Company, and to the Publick, than any other ſet of men whatever, 
On the 11th December, a letter from the Board; dated the 7th De- 
cember, was read, wherein the Court is informed, That the general 
« ſubject to which the Minute of the Court of the 5th December relates, 
e being connected with objects of more extenſive concern, than thoſe 
to which their Commiſion is confined, they have thougnt proper 
« to ſubmit it to His Majeſty's confidential ſervants for their con- 
* fjderation, in order that they may receive His Majeſty's, pleaſure 
% upon it, but that they think it neceſſary explicitly to inform the 
Court of Directors of their reſolution not to concur with them in any 
e ſuch repreſentation to the King as that which is mentioned in the con- 
<« cluſion of the Minute, as they entirely diſapprove of the object to 
“ which ſuch a repreſentation would be directed, and ſtill more of the 

< terms in which that object is deſcribed in the Minute.“ | 


* 


On the 12th December the Committee of the Company's military of- 
ficers apply to the Court of Directors to be informed what ſteps have 
been taken in conſequence of the petition tranſmitted to Europe by the. 
Company's officers in 784, and requeſting the continuance of the Dom- 
pany's advice and ſupport in favour of their rank. | 


The Court on the ſame day inform that committee, That the peti- 

« tion of the officers,to His Majeſty was delivered to one of the Right Ho- 

„ nourable Secretaries of State; that in July 1786, the Governour General 
«as called upon for his opinion and for that of the Governour of Fort 

* St George, as to the beſt mode of ſatisfying the Company's officers on 
the ſubject of rank, that conferences have been already, and wilt 
continue to be held with the Right Honourable the Commiſſioners 
: for. the affairs of India, and that the Court will perſevere in their 

«© beſt endeavours to obtain ſuch ſatisfaction as may remove any morti- 

„ fying diſtinction between the two corps when ſerving in India.” 


On the 19th December the Motion To make a reſpectful application 
% to His Majeſty, &c.“ was made, though by different adjournments 
it became a reſolution only on the 16th mſtant, and is copied at the 
beginning of this letter. 5 . 


On the 28th December, I delivered to the Court a paper officially re- 
ceived from the hands of the Right Honourable Lord Sydney, one of His 
Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, purporting That His Majeſty's 
„ tervants do not propoſe to adviſe His Majeſty to alter the reſolution: of 
«« ſending the four new regiments to India. They obſerve in the papers 
« tran{mitted to them by the Board of Controul, that the Directors 
complain of the effect, which the introduction of ſo many officers' of 
high rank in His Majeſty's ſervice in India, will have on the ſituation 
of the officers of the Company's troops. At the ſame time, they can- 
not but conſider the admiſſion of the officers of the Company to half 
the commiſſians in the four new regiments to be a conſiderable advan- 
tage to the Company's corps of officers, but as the Board of Controul 

_ «© has called for the dates of the commiſſions of the officers alluded to 
* by the Directors, His Majeſty*s ſervants do not think themſelves au- 
*« thoriſed to give an opinion concerning the meaſures neceſſary to be ta- 
* ken to prevent any juſt complaint upon the ſubje& in queſtion till that 
complaint is laid before them. N en . 


On 
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On the'gth Inftant the Motion of the 19th December was taken into 
conſideration, and on the 16th it became a reſolution, and a committee- 


= appointed to draw up an humble addreſs to His Majeſty purſuant 
thereto, 1 ? 


Having ſtated, Gentlemen, all the proceedings of the Court reſ ecting 
the four new raiſed regiments, I ſhall ſubmit my reaſons for diſſenting, 


to the reſolution of the 16th inſtant. 


Firſt, Becauſe the Court on the 15th October, after gratefully ex- 
preſſing their ſentiments for His Majeſty's gracious attention to the ſafety 
of the Company's poſſeſſions in India, accepted the ſuccours offered, in 
the manner propoſed in the memorandum tranſmitted by the Right Ho- 
nourable the Board of Commiſſioners. | 4 


Secondly, Becauſe the Right Honourable the Commiſſioners for the 
affairs of India, and His Majeſty's confidential Miniſters have unequivo- 
cably given their ſentiments of the neceſſity of keeping up an encreaſed 
permanent European force in India. N h 


Thirdly, Becauſe the additional expence does not appear to me to be 
nearly ſo great as has been ſtated by the mover and ſupporters of the 
queſtion. 


A King's regiment of eight hundred and forty eight officers arid men, 
will on its arrival in India coſt the Company, every expence included, 
allowing four months pay, at the rate of two lacks per annum, for 
one thouſand one hundred and ſixty eight officersand men £24,787 :8: 6 


Deduct for the paſſage money for nearly half the officers 
to be appointed from the Company's ſupernumeraries 1,658:0:0 


„ 


£23,129 :8:6 


A Company's regiment of eight hundred and two non- commiſſioned 


officers and men will coſt the Company on its arrival in India, every 


expence included, J 23,087 : 11 : 6 | 
The forty fix commiſſioned officers are ſuppoſed to be in the Company's 
ſervice in India. 


The annual expence of four King's regiments in India, of which two at 
Bombay, will be £107,931 : 5 : © 


The annual expence of four Company's regiments of equal ſtrength 
will be J 108,610 : 14 : © | 


The ſaving to the 22 by His Majeſty's having graciouſly per- 
mitted them to recommend ſeventy eight officers will be 8,285 : 10 : 0 


Fifthly, Becauſe there is ſtrong reaſon to hope the Right Honourable 
Commiſſioners will on the receipt of the opinions daily expected from In- 
dia, concur with the Court in their endeavors to obtain from His Ma- 
jeſty, ſuch mark of his royal favor to the Company's officers as will re- 
move every juſt cauſe of complaint on the ſubje& of their rank, while 
ſerving with His Majeſty's Officers in India. | FT LOT 

| | Sixthly 


* 


* 
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Sixthly, Becauſe I doubt that His Majeſty's miniſters would (without 
having recourſe to Parliament) give ſuch power to the Company as 
would enable them to raiſe-any force that may be 3 neceſſary for 
the defence of the Eaſt Indies, upon terms infinitely leſs burthenſome 
to the Company, and even that with freſh Parliamentary powers, any 
great ſavings could be made in the expence of raiſing a conſiderable force. 


Seventhly, Becauſe the Court, on the acceptance of the four new re- 
iments, ordered three of their ſhips bound to China and two of thoſe 

und to Coaſt and Bay, to touch at Bombay on their way to their ori- 
inal deſtined ports, and other ſhips bound to China have been ordered 
y the Court to touch at Fort St. George, all for the expreſs purpoſe of 
carrying out the new raiſed regiments, and it is neceſſary to add that in 
the opinion of moſt of the profeſſional members of the Court, the ſhips 
bound to Coaſt and China that do not fail by the middle of February run 
ſome riſk of loſing their paſſage, by the uſual track to China, and ſuch 
bound to Bombay and China as may remain after the 10th February can- 
not have much chance of ſaving theirs, that the expence of demorage _ 
daily incurring by their detention, is very conſiderable ; that all the 
above ſhips bound to China carry treaſure; for purchaſing the cargoes 
to arrive in England in 1789, and that a diſappointment of their return- 
ing in proper time will be attended with much loſs to the Company. 


TI muſt beg your excuſe, Gentlemen, for troubling you with ſo much 
detail on the preſent occaſion, I lament as ſincerely as any perſon in this 
Court, that the Company's meritorious officers ſhould have cauſe to com- 
plain of their ſituation in point of rank, but I truſt hat cauſe will be re- 
moved ſoon after the Ravenſworth's arrival. | 


It is an object of concern to me to differ in opinion with-a majority of 
the Court, and particularly ſo in a matter of ſo delicate a nature as is re- 
ferred to in the Reſolution of the 16th inſtant; 


Permit me however to aſſure you, Gentlemen, that notwithſtanding 
my diſſent, I ſhall feel it a duty of the ſtation I hold, through your fa- 
vor, to uſe my moſt ſtrenuous endeavours to procure ſucceſs to any peti- 
tion of the Couft that may be ſigned by thirteen or more Directors. 


I have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Gentlemen, | 
Your moſt obedient and 
Eaſt India Houſe, 5 8 Moſt humble ſervant, 
the 23d January, 1788. XI. | | 
JOHN MOTTEUX. 


The following diſſent was likewiſe delivered in, viz. - 
To the Honourable the Court of Directors. 
Gentlemen, | 


WHEN we reflect that the legiſlature has transferred the ultimate con- 
troul, in what relates to the ſafety, protection, and internal government 


.of 


({ a6. 


of the Company's poſſeſſions in India, and to all political concerns with 
the native ftates, to an Executive Board under the immediate appoint- 
ment of the Crown; we do not conceive this Court can; be juſtified, after 
the repreſentations, and remonſtrances that have been made in any fur- 
ther reſiſtance to the embarkation of the troops: For ſhould unneceſſary 
expences be incurred dome Fading thoſe regiments to India, in prefe- 
rence to an additional number of regiments to be raiſed by the Com- 
pany, or ſhould the diſcontents encreaſe from delay to relieve the Com- 
pany's forces, from the humiliating ſituation in which their officers 
muſt ſerve now, that His Majeſty's regiments are to become ſtationary 
at every Preſidency : From either or both of theſe conſequences no cen- 
fure can fall upon this Court as the reſponſibility will reſt entirely with 
| . the Right Honourable the Board of Commiſſioners and His Majeſty's - 
3 Miniſters. - 0 TG 14 o& 


| For theſe reaſons we think it incumbent on us to enter our diſſent to 
the Court's Reſolution of the 16th inſtant, to Addreſs His Majeſty to 
withhold the four regiments from being embarked fox India. | 


Firſt, Becauſe this Court had conſented to four additional regi- 
ments being raiſed by Government to ſerve in India, at a time and under 
circumſtances that would have made 1t treachery to our country to 
have reſiſted or impeded their embarkation ; and when that conſent was 
obtained the ſtrongeſt aſſurances were conveyed through the Chairs, that 
His Majeſty's D ſerving in India ſhould be conſtantly kept com- 
pleat. It therefore cannot now be expected, that Government will ſo 
far break its engagements, as to diſband theſe four regiments or keeping 
them compleat at home transfer the burthen on the Public, to enable- 
this Court to raiſe the privates for four additional regiments to be added 
to the Company's preſent eſtabliſiment, in order that the other half of 
the officers,, might be furniſhed from among the ſupernumeraries now 
in India, there can be no room to expect that the Legiſlature would ſuffer 
ſuch a meaſure to paſs unnoticed, or the nation at large quietly ſubmit 
to the expence: 


Secondly, Becaufe we conceive that the great ſaving in the expence as 
ſet forth in the reſolution, to accrue from the four regiments being raiſed 
by the Company, in the room of the Crown, will appear, from a fair 
ſtatement of all the different charges to be incurred on each fide, to have 
been founded in error. 


Thardly, Becauſe in a letter received the 7th of December, 1787, the 
Right Honourable the Board of Commiſſioners, have poſitively refuſed 
their concurrence to any repreſentation to the King, to ſtop the four 
regiments from proceeding to India. 


Fourthly, Becauſe in a paper received the 28th December, from one 
of His Majeſty's Principal Secretar ies of State, the Court was informed 
His Majeſty's ſervants, did not propoſe to advite His Majeſty to alter 
the reſolution of ſending the four regiments to India, and they muſt be 
moſt competent to judge of the political views of the ſeveral Powers of 
Europe. | 


„„ Fifthly, Becauſe after ſuch information which may reaſonably be con- 

cluded to convey His Majeſty's ſentiments, any further repreſentation 
would appear an unneceſſary repetition. 8 | 
= 85 c =P 5 . | | [ns Si xthly 
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Sixthly, Becauſe we apprehend the Court would appear to be Wanting 
in reſpect to the high executive power of this country, if ſo immediately 
upon the receipt of the paper from̃ one of His Majeſty's Principal Secretaries 

of State, in the name of the Cabinet; and the letter from the Right 
Honourable the Board of Commiſſioners, the Court did not confide in 
the ſeveral aſſurances which have been given, that effectual meaſures 
would be taken to remove any juſt complaints upon the ſubje& of rank 
in India. oy ons rut an fines; x 2 


Seventhly and xp Becauſe after the petitions already preſented” 
from the Company's officers, to procure them equality of rank in India 
with thoſe of the Line's. and after the repreſentations which have gone 
from this Court, to explain the juſtneſs of their requeſt, and to enforce. 
the neceſſity of doing away the inferiority of rank, under which thoſe 

officers muſt continue to ſerve, whilſt any of His Majeſty's troops remain 
abroad; if what is therein ſtated has not been ſufficient to convince His 
Majeſty's Miniſters, and the Right Honourable Board of Commiſſioners, 
that the good of the ſervice and ſafety of the public weal, preſs in the 
ſtrongeſt manner the removal of a diſtinction ſo oppreſſive and injurious 
to the Company's Officers, it is to be feared that no further applica- 
tion can have any effect. 043 7 23h eee v ni rA 


We have the honour to be, with great deference and reſpect, 


Gentlemen, 


Eaſt-India Houſe, VPo.our faithful and obedient ſervants, 
23d January, 1788. | | 


(Signed) Nath. Smith. _ 
| John Hunter. 
Rob. Thornton: 
T. Pattle, jun“. 
Ine. Townſon. 
Paul Le Meſurier. 
a'. Moffatt. | 
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The following Statement annexed to the above Diſſent. 


Strength of King's Strength of a Company's: Difference more in a Difference leſs in 2 
regiment, __ King's regiment. __ King's regiment. | 


r 
I Colonel! 1 Colonel 
1 Lieut, Colonel 1 Lieut. Colonel 
x Major I Major 7 
7 Captains 8 Captains - - - I Captain 
I Captain Lieu. 1 Captain Lieut, 
22 Lieutenants . o Lieutenants 12 Lieutenants 
Enſigns 5 Enſigns 2 Enſigns 
41 8 „ e 4 6 Serjeants 
30 Serjeants 24 Serjeants | 
40 Corporals 32 Corporals 8 Corporals 
22 Drums and Fifes 16 Drums and Fifes 6 Drums and Fifes 
710 Privates | 544 Priyates 166 Privates 
1 e Fr 200 nett difference more in a King's regiment, 
5 Staff 5 Staff — 
848 648 
— — | — 
| Bengal. Madras; Bombay, 
a 5 | & 5. 


Expence of a King's regiment of 8438 — — A JI 16 ©" an'36be I 


Expence of a company's regiment or}. Jiats . e 6" wbogy 6 
Add exceſs of effective ſtrength for the 


King's regiment as above (200) — 7938 12 4751 13 4751 13 


1 5 " 


I. 39124 8 . 24082 19 L. 22845 19 


Exceſs of expence in a King's regiment 2519 12 


Ditto in a Company's _ — 327 4 10 4 
Exceſs of a King's regiment at Bengal — 2520 

Leſs in a King's regiment at Madras — 527 

Ditto in 2 ditto at Bombay — _ 2960 3487 


Saving in the annual expence that will ariſe from the 
Tings our regiments, compared with the Company's of equal . 
effe i 


ive Strength when arrived in India, - - 967 


Some difference will arife from ſetting off a Captain 
Lieutenant of the King's againſt a Captain of the Com- 
pany's regiments, which will deduct about 400 f. from 


the 9671. 


'Comparative 


| ( 29 ) 
Comparative View of the Caſual Expences. 


A temporary annual expence ariſing from the pay to 81 com- 
miſſioned officers, to be appointed from home, ; tx th half the 
number of officers belonging to the King's four regiments, 
whereas if they had been taken from the Company's Supernu- 
meraries, Officers ſaving would have accrued thereby of — £9471 


From the head of expence ought to be de- 
ducted the annual charge of recruiting the four 
regiments, and which 1s to be paid by Govern- 
ment, ſay 450 men, which would coſt the Com- 
pany before they failed — — — L. oo 


Deduct from the proportion of 2 lacks for King's %, 
recruits from the time of embarkation, ſuppoſing. 


them four or five months on the voyage — " 2800——2200 


This expence Wy £ 727 I 


For the ſupernumeraries muſt decreaſe as officers be- 
come removed by reſignation, death or otherwiſe, and 
in two or three years at moſt will probably be at an ente. 
But the expence of recruiting muſt remain with Go- 
vernment as long as the regiments continue in India. 


A ſaving will ariſe to the Company by incorporating 78 
ſupernumerary officers into the King's four, regiments, as 
thoſe officers while they remain unemployed, would have bent 
been an extra annual charge of — — — 1.8924 


From whence deducting the levy money to be paid by the % N 
Company being one half of the expence of raiſing the four 


regiments — — — — — 7455 
And the remainder will be a ſaving to the Company of L. 1469 
£ . > N * 1 . . 4 . 4 1 " = 


Even admitting vacancies ſufficient ſhould ariſe to in- 
corporate the whole of the ſupernumerary officers, into 
the Company's regiments at the end of twelve months, 
which is by no means likely to be the cale. _ _ .,+ 


Encreaſed expence from four regiments of the King's, their _ 5 
pay commencing four or five months ſooner than the Com- 
pany, being the time ſuppoſed they will be on the voyage, 
about — — B — —H — 


9 


Add the expence of conveyin His Majeſty's commiſſioned 
officers to India, being one half of the officers of the, four | 
regiments CW £660 
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effective ſtrength when arrived in India. 
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Deduct one half of the levy money to be paid in the pre- 
ſent arrangement by Government, but if the levies were to 
be formed into Regiments under the Company, and the 


Officers taken from the ſupernumeraries now in India, in | 
that caſe the other half of the levy money would alſo have $8 * 


been borne by the Company — — — . 


The extraordinary expence that will be incurred by ſend- 
ing out His Majeſty's four regiments, inſtead of ſending only 


a a ſufficient number of recruits to be formed into four addi- 


tional regiments by the Company, and the officers taken 
from the ſupernumeraries now upon the different eſtabliſh- _ 
ments — —_ — :. — 2 £21,205 


= — 
„ * 


The reſult is, that the additional expence from ſending out the King's 
regiments, in preference to four of the Company's, will amount to 
21, 000 “. for paſſage money, and pay upon the paſſage. 


Jo ſet againſt this there will ariſe a ſaving of 1469 J. from the Seventy- 


eight ſupernumerary officers belonging to the Company, being incorpo- 


rated into his Majeſty's regiments, and an annual ſaving of 567/. in 
favour of the King's regiments, compared with the Company's of equal 


At a Court of DireQors held on Tueſday 29th. January, 1788. 


THE Chairman acquainted the Court, that the Deputy Chairman 


and himſelf, had waited on the Right Honourable Lord Sydney, and 
had delivered to him the-Company's Memorial and Petition to His Ma- 
jeſty, and entreated his Lordſhip's good offices to obtain a favourable 
anſwer, and that his Lordſhip had promiſed to lay the ſame before the 
King, and that he would endeavour to obtain a ſpeedy anſwer thereto. 
At a Court of Directors held on Wedneſday goth January, 1788. 
- WILLIAM DEVAYNES, Eſq. delivered in the following letter, viz. 
To the Honourable Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company. 
IN many of the reaſonings, I perfectly agree with the gentlemen who 


| have entered their Proteſts, dated the 23d inſtant, againſt addreſſing 


His Majeſty to withhold the four regiments from being embarked for 
India, and in addition, thereto, ber Teave to declare, I am of opinion, 
that the reſolution of Court of the 16th January, will tend to promote 
and encourage that diffatisfa&tion, amongſt the Company's officers, 


which the ſaid Reſolution ſoems to be apprehenſive af. 
© I have the honour to be, with reſpect, 


„ * 


Gentlemen, 
Your. moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


(Signed) | W. DEVAYNES. 


-v 


— 
1 
: 


” 
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At a Court of Director held on Friday the 1ſt February, 1788. 


LETTER from the Right Benne Lord Sydney, dated the 3ſt 
ultimo, being read, ſignifying that his Lordſhip has laid before The 
King the Memorial and Detftion of the Court of Directors, which the 
Chairman and De uty Chairman delivered to him on the zith ultimo, 
and has received His Majeſty's commands to acquaint them in anſwer 
thereto, that His Majeſty 2 not judge proper to change his reſolution 
of ſending four regiments to India; that in the formation of thoſe corps, 
Els Majeſty attended to the ſituation and pretenſions of the Company's 


Officers in that country; and that His Majeſty has it under his royal 


conſideration to make any farther regulations which may appear ex- 
ere for the good of the ſervice. 


And the opinions * the Solicitor Ke 2 K N e — Mr. 


Mansfield, on a Caſe prepared by the ing ls s Solicitor, reſpect- 
ing the above-mentioned regiments hong alſo read. 3 1 


_ 25. 
The Court adj — and n in met, the ſaid. — — Lord 


Sydney, was taken into further con aſideration. 


lt was then moved, and en the Queſtion 1 gb 7 Ballot, 
That the reſolution of this Court of the 17th October laſt, accepting 
the four regiments intended for ſervice in India, and re abe * 
India Company to the payment thereof, be reſcinded. cu. 


William Devaynes, Eſq; delivered; in the aalen Diſſent, viz. 


To the Honourable the Court of Director of has United Eaſt- 
India Company. - h 


Gentlemen, 


IBE leave to enter my Diſſent to the reſolution now come to, to 
reſcind the order of Court of the 17th October laſt, for accepting 
the four regiments to be ſent to India, becauſe I think it dangerous to 


the welfare of the Engliſh poſſeſſions in India, and contrary to the in- 
tereſt of the Company. 


— 


I have the honour to be, 
* ee, e, IG Your moſt obedient 
Eaſt-India Houſe, J ATT WITT” 7 
iſt FRO: . * Humble ſervant, 


33 VV. DEVAYNES. 
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At a Court of DireQors held on Wedneſday the 6th February, 
| 1788. 


The Chairman, and Robert Thornton, Eſq;. delivered in the followin 


letters, viz. 


To the ; Honourable the Court of Directors 1 the United Eaſt- 
India . , 


Gentlemen. Er e I 
ON the 23d January I ſtated to Ks Court m (eaſed for diſſenting 


to their' reſolution of the 16th, to make reſpectfu application to His Ma- 
jeſty * to withdraw the four regiments intended for ſervice in India.“ 


Lord Sydney, on the 31ſt, informed the Court, «© That His Majeſty 
does not judge roper to change hay een of ſending the your 


« regiments to In ia. 


On the Iſt inſtant the Colet reſolved to i the 8 of this 


17th October laſt, ** accepting the four regiments intended for ſervice in 
India, and binding the een to the unt thereof. M1 | 

To this reſolution I feel it incumbent on me to enter my difſent, bo. 
cauſe I conſider it a duty I owe the Company to attend to the fafety of 


its poſſeſſions in India, and which I mould conceive I neglected were 
I to reſiſt the increaſed permanent force ne As oper for the 


Company to maintain there, 23 * — 
1 have the honour to obe, . 
e Gentlemen, 
aa dt bl + 441 4 


* 


Vour moſt — Fi id 


Eaſt-India Houſe, 
moſt humble ſervant, - 


FIT MOTTEUX. 
n * Ha | | it 678 7 

70 the Honourable iR Vor of Pie tors of the United Eaſt ; 
| India . 1 Op 


Geatlemed, F 


| HAVING been abſent upon the Company s buſineſs on Friday the 


iſt inſtant, I was then deprived of the opportunity of giving my ſenti- 
ments reſpecting a reſolution which was carried, to reſcind a former re- 


ſolution of the 17th, October laſt, accepting the four regiments intended 


for ſervice 1 in India, and binding the A to the. PIE thereof. 


I therefore feel it the more incumbent upon me to enter my proteſt 
againſt this meaſure, for reaſons in general which I left upon your Mi- 
nutes, when I diſſented from a reſolution of the 16th inſtant, that a re- 


ſpectful application ſhould be made to His Majeſty, requeſting that he 
would withdraw theſe troops, and which Lord Sydney's wes informed 


us that His Majeſty could not t think 5 to do. 
But 


(33) 


But more particularly I enter this proteſt, becauſe the only au horities 
which can judge of the caſe have aſſured us, that our poſſe ions in 


India will not be ſafe without fuch an eee ſtationary 1 1s * * 


for their protection. 


1 remain, 
| Gentlemen, 
; Your very obedient 10 
Eaſt· India Hauſe, humble fervant, 
5th February, 1788. | 
re Fr THORNTON. | 


— 


The lowing . letter was alſo delivered 4 in by the Gentlemen who e had 
| e the ſame, „ 


diene | 


THE Reſolution adapted by the Court on the 16th * to make a 
reſpectful application to His Majeſty, humbly deſiring him to withdraw 
the four regiments deſigned for ſervice in r having drawn forth the 
proteſts of the — the Degutp Che hairman, and ſeyeral other 
Gentlemen inimical to the meaſure ; we mult intreat the indulgence of 
the Court in being permitted' to. record our. ſentiments. - Anxious 2s WE 
| have been throughout the whole of the diſagreeable ae which 
have unavoidably taken 5; in the different flages of the buſineſs, to 
which that Queſtion relates, of meeting with 2 * 1 
every fair and liberal diſcuſſion of the meaſure, we ſhould think our- 
ſelves deficient in juſtice to ourſelyes, and in duty to our employers, if 
we now remained Ft lent; or if we ſuffered the arguments and OL, 
contained in the proteſts above alluded to, to remain unanſwered ; we 
are willing to flatter ourſelves, that the Court will not thi that time 
intirely miſemployed, which is directed to a 1 thoſe opi- 


nions, and that conduct which has indirectly been called in W I 


by the proteſt of their Chairman, and of the other members. 


The narrative given by the Chairman, of the Proceedings of the 
Court in the different s of the meaſure in queſtion, ſeems intenc 


to convey the idea of a fluctuation, or contradiction in the opinzons of t the 8 


Court, which we are perſuaded will appear to be altog ether confounded 
when the facts and circumſtances which attended the different Reſolu- 
tions of the Court have been more fully explained, Unwilling as we. are 


to enter into the diſcuffion to which this attempt muſt lead us, we ſee 


ourſelves reluctantly reduced to it by the neceſſity of the caſe, and by a 
deſire that the Court ſhould ſtand jyſtiied in the eyes. on the ON 
de in our minds ſuperſedes AP a con hderation, + + 


Upon the 1 7th of October a ; 
to the Court, infor them of His N intention of maiiing 3 
| ſending out to India four new regiments. This Meſſage was. nme | 
diately-taken into conſideration, and 
—_— haut heſitation, and JIG; 2 


: - 
— f * * 
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and the offer of His Mae's inſtantiy7 
þ Nao Inn 


ſtances, * 


On 


0 34 ) 

ſtances, however, under which this unqualified approbation was ob- 
tained, were ſuch as, we apprehend, might well have juſtified, every 
Gentleman then preſent, in uniting to 1 a regular communication 
of this determination for a few days, till ſome further inquiries could 
be made. The circumſtances to which we allude were the very cloſe - 
diviſion which had taken place upon the deciſion of this important 
- Queſtion ; the numbers upon the Ballot were 10 to 9. The abſence of 
ſeveral Gentlemen, who had received no previous intimation of the na- 
ture of the buſineſs to be brought on. The requeſt which many mem- 
bers had unſucceſsfully urged, of being furniſhed with papers and ac- 
counts, to ſhew the neceſſity of augmenting to the permanent Eſtabliſh- 
ment of India, and the expence to be incurred by the Company ; a de- 
lay of 24 hours only, for the conſideration of ſo important a- queſtion, 
was not thought adviſeable by the Gentlemen who then compoſed the 
majority of the Court. Not a ſingle paper was produced relative to the 
two latter objects. The haſty aſſent of the Court to the propoſed 
meaſure was immediately tran{mitted to Mr. Dundas. With the ſame 
unadviſed celerity was the Reſolution of the 24th of October adopted, 
for the recommendation of Colonel Hartley, Major Roſs, and the Go- 
vernor General's two aids-du-camp, to hold commiſſions in the new 
raiſed corps, which, from the numbers on the Ballot, does not appear to 
have been oppoſed, being conſidered as relating to the detail of a buſi- 
neſs already determined. The Reſolution of the 19th, for, reſtricting 
the application of the Military Fund, and which had preceded the latter 
vote, being alſo a neceſſary conſequence of the original determination, 
to accept the regiments, ſeems alfo to have paſſed without oppoſition, 
being determined by a ſhew of hands, the numbers therefore cannot 
now be aſcertained. The meetings held by the Court on the 1ſt, 5th, 
'x3th, and 2oth of November, were employed in conſidering of the beſt 
mode of filling up the commiſſions which were [reſerved for the Com- 
pany's diſpoſal in the new raiſed corps, and in which new difficulties 
aroſe every day; in ſubmitting this queſtion to a Board of General Offi- 
cers, or in conſulting with the Board of Commiſſioners, for obtaining 
their aſſiſtance and advice, in an intended application to His Majeſty for 
an equality of rank between His Majeſty's and the Company's officers, 
as will appear more fully detailed in the Chairman's narrative, On the 
21ſt of November ſeveral paragraphs of letters for India, which were 
brought forward by the Chairman, for the purpoſe of ung into ex- 
ecution the report of the Board of General Officers, on the ſubject of 
filling up the commiſſions in the new raiſed corps, were negatived by a 
majority of o to , as was alſo another Motion directed to tne ſame 
object. With a view of obtaining the ſentiments of the Board of Com- 
miſſioners upon the ſubject, of getting rid intirely of the regiments, the 
Reſolution of the fame day was then brought forward, which was car- 

Tied by a majority of 10 to 9. * WT 13 


The ſentiments of the Court appeared now to have received a con- 
ſiderable alteration. The major part of thoſe Gentlemen, who from 
the commencement had diſapproved of the meaſure, were now ſup- 

orted by ſeveral Members who had been abſent upon the firſt deciſion 
& 15th of October, and by others, who, upon that diviſion, had given 
way to the apprehenſions of an impending war, and had ſacrificed every 
other conſideration to the urgency of the then ſtate of public affairs, 
'but who thought that the alteration which had ſince taken place would 
well juſtify their endeayours to withdraw their conſent from an en- 
7 ee en A gagement, 


LTH 
þ 1 4 * 


EE 
gagement; the dangerous conſequence of which, and the emharraſſmient 
into which it would throw the affairs of the Company, were nw clearly 
aſcertained. But the Commiſſioners, in their anſwer of the 4th; De- 
cember, having, in the moſt expreſs and poſitive terms, declined all 
diſcuſſion upon the ſubject of withdrawing the regiments, it was 
thought adviſeable to detail, at a greater length than had been done 
in the former minute, the reaſons of the Court upon which they had 
grounded their opinion relative to the regiments, and the hopes which 
they ſtill entertained of prevailing upon the Board to join them in an 
application to His Majeſty. This ſuggeſtion was reduced into a Mo- 
tion on the 5th December, and carried by a majority of 4 to 7. The 
anſwers of the 7th and 28th December, which this reſolution drew 
from His Majeſty's Miniſters and the Board of Commiſſioners, contained 
the moſt ! and poſitive refuſal on the part of both, to join the 
Court in any application for the withdrawing of the regiments, and 
rendering it neceſſary for them, in vindication of thoſe ſentiments 
which they had ſo fully ſtated in their former minutes, to reſort to 
that Power who alone was competent to give them relief. A Motion 
was accordingly made on the 19th, for an humble addreſs to His Majeſty, 
which after it had been delayed, either at the particular inſtance. or by 
the oppoſition chiefly of that part of the Court who diſapproved of 
this petition, but in abſolute contradiction to the opinion of the perſons 
who had brought it forward, was at length determined in the affirma- 
tive on the 16th January, by a majority of 12 to g. . 


From the foregoing ſtate of facts we truſt that we ate warranted in 
aſſerting, that a real majority of the Court (one Member being entirely 
incapacitated from attending his duty by ſickneſs) have never given 
their ſanction to the acceptance of the regiments. That, on the other 
hand, by the refolutions of the 5th December, 14 Members have un- 
equivocally expreſſed their diſapprobation of the meaſure. That ver) 
ſoon after the change which had taken place in public æffairs, viz. 1 
of November, the Court ſignified to His Majeſty's Miniſters their 
wiſhes with reſpe&t to the regiments and the inſuperable difficulties 
which they found in carrying the meaſures into execution. That no 
change of opinion can juſtly be objected to thoſe Who have oppoſed 
the regiments in every ſtage, and that with as little propriety. can hey 
be charged with a deviation from ſolemn reſolutions, who, under other 
circumſtances, have heſitated to carry meaſures into execution which 
the preſſing neceſſity of the moment alone was able to juſtifſf rx. 


If ever the conduct of the Court, throughout the whole of this 
buſineſs, ſhould become the ſubject of public diſcuſſion, it will remain 
to be determined, by a ſuperior tribunal, whether the Court could have 
been juſtified, under all the circumſtances which we have ſtated, in 
abiding by a reſolution adopted in the moment of neceſſity, when that 
neceſſity no longer exiſted ; or whether they have not acted more be- 
coming their public ſituations m vigorouſly oppoſing a meaſure in, which 
queſtions of infinite importance to the welfare of the Company, and of 
the State are involved; and in which they have ſo unhappily been 
_ obliged to contend againſt the united voice of both their Chairs, and of 
his Majeſty's Miniſters. | . 


After having treſpaſſed ſo much upon the indulgence of the Court, 
as we have found ourſelves under the neceſſity of doing in the fore- 
going ſtatement, we ſhould have withed to avoid entering into any "oh 

| . | ther 
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ther detast, if the appearance of proteſts from the two Chairmen, 

inf the determination of a majority of the Directors (a circumſtance 
which the Members of the prefent Court can ſeldom recolle& to have 
Happened before) did not neceſſarily lead us into a further juſtification 
of our conducts, and the more ſo becauſe we have contended, on be- 
half of the humble and reaſonable expectations of above 1800 gallant 
and meritorious officers, in behalf of thoſe rights and privileges which 
are correctly defined by an act of parliament, and that act ſanctified by 
the moſt folemn unequivocal declarations of the preſent adminiſtration, 
and further ſtrengthened by the voice of the public, and in behalf of 
that afconomy which the preſent ſtate of the Company's affairs abſo- 
lutely requires. For we conceive that the meaſure which has been 
propofed to fend four of His Majeſty's regiments to India, is not ex- 
cufable from any motive that reſembles found policy, is not to be de- 
fended upon any idea of neceſſity, and brings with it at the ſame 
time a moſt profuſe and laviſh eſtabliſnment, inimical to that œcomy 
which is indiſpenſibly neceſfary in every meaſure, to be adopted by the 


Company, _ | 


By the act of the 21ſt of His preſent Majeſty, it was ſtipulated that 
the Company ſhould pay two lacks of rupees for every regiment, con- 
fiſting of ooo men, ſent to India at their requiſition; conſequently no 
troops could be ſent to India at the expence of the Company, unleſs at 
their requi/ition. And we think the act moreover implies, that the pro- 
per eſtabliſhment for a regiment ſhould conſiſt of 1000 men. 


It is not neceffary for us to recall the attention of the Court to the pe- 
culiar and extraordinary circumſtances under which the act of the 24th 
of His preſent Majeſty was paſſed, this muſt, however, be ſo recent in 
the memory of every Member, that we need only ſtate, that a ſolemn 
and cordial agreement was entered into between the Company and Go- 
vernment, defined and ratified by the act to which we allude, contain- 
ing, as we apprehend, an ample refervation of all the rights and pri- 
viteges of the Company, under the protection of Miniſters who had 
ſtood forth as their zealous and ſucceſsful advocates, ſubject to ſuch 
Umitations, in point of controul, as ſhould preſerve their rights, privi- 
leges, and property from abuſe, but no more. | 


No ſooner was the act paſſed than meaſures were taken to obtain 
the moſt correct information relative to the military ſtrength of the 
Company in India; with the beſt opinions relative to what force (Eu- 
ropean and Native) would be adequate and effectual for tlie general 
defence of the empire. An eftabliſhment was then propoſed by the Di- 
rectors, but rejected by the Commiſſioners, becauſe it conſiſted of a 
greater European force in India than what the Commiſſioners thought 
was neceſſary for its defence. The Directors, however, urged ſuch 
reaſons'on behalf of their plan, as induced the Commiſſioners to ac- 
quieſce; orders were accordingly ſent to India in 1785, for the propoſed 
eſtabliſhment being carried into effect, and in conſequence of that ar- 
rangement (which the Commiſſioners thought would have been more 
than ſufficient for the defence of e, above 600 officers, who had 
ſerved during the laſt war, were reduced. | e 


According to theſe Regulations, adopted and executed after the moſt 

mature and deliberate inveſtigation, the full force of the 4oth and 4ſt 
- 4 „ 2 4 1 a | 4 | ' 06 ' 2 * ſections 

„ | | | 
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ſections of the Act of the Twenty - fourth of His preſent Majeſty was to 
operate; namely that no new appointments, either civil or, military 
could be made until returns were received from India, of vacancies hav- 
ing actually happened, and above 600 officers, .great numbers of whom 
have ſerved with honour and fucceſs during the laſt war, waited with 
propriety and patience for thoſe vacancies, which their paſt ſervices and 
rank entitled them to fill. a . 


No eſtabliſhment could have been formed more preciſely or delibe- 
rately, nor could better means have been uſed to procure the informa- 
tion and materials on which it reſts. We therefore heard with aſtoniſh- 
ment, on the 17th of October laſt, that our force in India was not ade- 
quate to its defence, that we cannot obtain recruits without his Majeſty 
will be pleaſed to {pare us compleat regiments, and therefore the De- 
pury alledges, that it would have been treachery on the part of the 

ourt of Directors, not to accept his moſt gracious offer, and with- 
out a ſingle paper to prove the error of our paſt ſyſtem, or that the re- 
cruiting fervice of the Company was leſs ſucceſsful than that of His 
Majeſty, or without a ſingle account to ſtate the additional expence, 
which four compleat regiments. will occaſion to the Company; a bare 
majority of the Directors then preſent after a debate of a few hours only, 


* 


conſented to accept of His Majeſty's molt gracious offer. 


If a bare aſſertion from the Chair, or even from a Miniſter, is to 
overturn in a few hours, and without previous notice, a ſyſtem of ſuch 
magnitude and importance as the general defence of India, adopted 
under the expreſs direction of an Act of Parliament, after the moſt 
mature and - — inveſtigation, and with the conſent of His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, our ſituation is . precarious, and our ſervices are com- 
pletely nugatory. | 


The only argument uſed in behalf of the meaſure, which wears even 
a plauſible appearance, was its neceſſity ; without pretending to dive into 
political ſecrets, we adout that it 1s poſſible circumſtances and reaſons 
may have exiſted, of which we were ignorant. But if our conduct {hall 
be governed by what we know, we are decidedly of opinion that no ſuch 
neceflity exiſts at preſent, and that the regiments propoſed to be ſent, 
will not ſtrenghthen, but weaken the military force an India, by promo- 
ting thoſe diſſentions, which, we fear, will be productive of the moſt 
dangerous conſequences. | | 


If the ſecret reaſons to which we allude, apply to the political ſtate of 
Europe, the Public have received the ſtrongeſt aſſurances from the 
higheſt authority, that no apprehenſions on that account exiſt at preſent, 
and therefore our conſtituents are intitled, in common with the reſt of 
the ſubjects of this Realm, to be relieved from the enormous expence of 
the officers for four regiments which their finances cannot ſupport. - 


It has been urged, that our Governors in India have recommended the 
meaſure or ſomething ſimilar thereto, it will be ſufficient fo anſwer this, 
by requiring the production. of written documents, if ſuch really exiſt, 
from which it can be conſtrued intoa recommenꝗation to ſend out Officers. 
"The utmoſt to which Lord Cornwallis's ſentiments can extend is to 
ſtrengthen, our European force, which the Directors were preparing to 
do; and which leads us to the diſcuſſion of another point. | 


: I. 

On the ziſt of Auguſt, a Memorial, on the part of the Company, for 
leave to raiſe recruits, was tranſmitted to Lord Sydney, the anſwer to 
which, containing a permiſſion to raiſe 2500 men, was not received be- 
fore the zoth of October, the propoſal for raiſing four regiments, hav- 
ing been made and accepted, on the 17th of. October. We do not pre- 
ſume to comment upon this fact, but we mention it as a proof, that 
the Directors have not been remiſs in the — of this part of their 
duty, and that they applied as early for a permiſſion to recruit, as would 
have enabled them to procure any additional number of men, which 
His Majeſty's Miniſters might have thought proper to recommend. 


It 18 now alledged, that His Majeſty's recruiting ſervices is ſuperior to 
that of the Company, we are therefore compelled to ſtate the compara- 
tive deficiencies between the King's and Company's troops in India, with 
55 0 10 of what has been done to ſupply thoſe deficiencies during the 

aſt ſeaſon. 6 


By the returns dated in January, 1787, the Company's troops 


were deficient - 2985 
The recruits ſent out laſt ſeaſon - - - 1931 
The deficiency in the King's troops, including the Hanove- 

rians, at the ſame period, amount to 888 2644 
The recruits ſent out for them, laſt ſeaſon only 1280 


The ſucceſs, therefore, of the Company in point of numbers, exceeds 
thoſe of His Majeſty's officers, and we can venture to appeal to thoſe 
members of the Court, who have attended embarkations, whether the 

uality of the Company's recruits, is not upon the whole ſuperior to 
Hat of the King's; it is further remarkable, that at the cloſe of the 
late war, four of His Majeſty's regiments in India, which ought to have 
conſiſted of above 5000 men, could muſter no more than 1086 privates 
together, although it is contended, on the part of His Majeſty's Mi- 
niflets, that thoſe regiments are to be paid for as if complete. * 


The eſtabliſhment for the regiments now propoſed to be ſent, is at- 
tended with a circumſtance which throws ſuch light on the meaſure, as 
we cannot omit to mention here. The Act of the 21ſt of His preſent 
Majeſty, evidently implies that regiments of 1000 privates each, are the 
moſt proper for India, and we believe every diſtinguiſhed military power 
upon the Continent prefer regiments of a greater number of privates. 
But the four regiments propoſed to us are to conſiſt of no more than 
710 privates each, or 2840 in all, if effective ſtrength, and real ceconomy 
Pad been attended to in thoſe eſtabliſnments, the men might have been 
thrown into three regiments inſtead of four, thereby ſaving the expence 
of a Colonel, Lieutenant Colonel, Major, and other officers, which is 
very heavy when accompanied with the pay and batta of India. 


Some thouſand pounds a year, which their pay, batta, and allowances, 
would coſt to the Company, cannot, however, be compared to the 
enormous expence of the whole. It appears from an account ddliverad by the 
Auditor, and now laying upon your table, that the expence of the Com- 
pany for the Officers and Staff of the four regiments when in India will 


Amount annually in time of peace to - (£652,312 \ 12 
And in time of war to FRM MA nel — 86,004 10 
7 | | both 


K-39) -- AG 
both ſdmis excluſive of contingencies; which are conſiderable in peace; 
but very heavy in time of war. The calculations contained in the two 
177. 5 we do not enter into. Gentlemen may form whatever eſtimates 

hey pleaſe, we do not obtrude ours upon the Court, although we flatter 
ourſelves to poſſeſs a competent ſkill in accounts, but we refer to an 
authentic indiſputable document from the proper officer, by which it 
appears, that the difference of expence between ſending out four com- 
pleat regiments with officers, or the ſending out of 2840 men without 
officers, will coſt the Company 86,004 /. 10s. per annum in war, 
and which will exceed very conſiderably 169,000 J. per annum, if the con- 
tingencies are added thereto, and that as His Majeſty's regiments have 
upon the moſt favorable average, which can be taken for them, always 
been One-third ſhort of their full compliment of men, by a OP 
ment this Account would be encreaſed at leaſt 20,0007. per annum, to 
the prejudice of the Company. hes 3 


If the public had been put to any expence in conſequenee of the con- 
ſent of ten Directors to accept of the four regiments, on the 17th of 
October laſt, (for no requiſition was ever made by them) it might be 
urged as an argument againſt the Company with propriety ; the Court 
have therefore offered to pay the whole of the expence occaſioned to the 
public, after which they have reſcinded the Reſolution of the 17th of 
October laſt, in conſequence of the legal opinions they have obtained, 
and which compleatly juſtify them in their reſiſtance to the meaſure. 

We think at the ſame time, it is incumbent upon us to declare, that 
we are ready to concur in any mode that can be deviſed, either with the 
aſſiſtance of His Majeſty's Miniſters or otherwife, to augment the num- 
ber of recruits to be ſent to India, and we are ready to receive the whole 
or any part of the effectives, already raiſed for the four regiments, pro- 
vided that they are not acconipanied with officers. | 


As we all feel the unmetited injury which our officers receive from 
ſuperceſſion, we have not dwelt ſo much upon that point, as we ſhould 
otherwiſe have done, we lament however, that an object of ſuch great im- 
portance, and for the accompliſhment of which we all profeſs to ſtruggle, 
cannot rouſe the feelings of the minority of this Court into action in their 
behalf ; for no circumſtance whatever could aggravate the injury ſo 
highly, as a large and additional ſuperceſſion, at a moment when they 
are waiting with reſignation and patience for a deciſion upon their hum- 
ble requeſt, We lament ſtill more, that his Majeſty's Miniſters ſhould 
perſiſt in the appointment of 86 gficers who are not wanted, under all 
the circumſtances we have deſcribed, as it may tend in its conſequences 


to convulle a great empire. 


We have anſwered all Mr. Motteux's objections except one, and we 
truſt that he will not accuſe us of being the cauſe of ſubjecting the ſhips 
to demorage, when he reflects upon the previous queſtions, or queſtions 
of adjournment moved by the Chair, but in all events we cannot con- 
ſider a few hundred pounds for demorage once paid to be worthy of 
notice, if there be no other way of ſaving it than by accepting of the 


regiments, | 


From the Deputy's proteſt we apprehend, that he ſubmits to the mea- 
ſure becauſe it cannot be avoided, and that His Majeſty's Miniſters hav- 
e | ing 
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ing determined to ſend the four regiments to India, it is in vain for the 
Court of Directors to contend againſt it. 


Theſe ſentiments although they do not accord N our on. place 
us in a moſt diſagreeable ſituation, as our conduct may be imputed to 
motives of which we are not conſcious, we have upon every occaſion 
endeavoured to meet the wiſhes of His Majeſty Miniſters with alacrity 
and zeal, we have uſed every endeavour in our power to promote har- 
mony and & good underſtanding with the Board of Commiſſioners, But 
we humbly conceive, that we are intruſted by our conſtituents with their 
rights, privileges and property, which it is our duty to watch, and to 
e every attempt at innovation from whatſoever ter it may 
Ax a 


Such, n are the opinions by Which we have been induced 
to oppoſe the ſending of the four regiments to India, and we conclude 
by recapitulating, that this meaſure is contrary to a ſolemn act of par- 
liament, is highly injurious to our conſtituents, abſolutely unneceſſary 
in itſelf, and pregnant with the moſt fatal conſequences to above 1800 
officers,” whoſe merits entitled them to reward and not to puniſhment, 
and whois feelings, on the occaſion, may prove the means of ſhaking 


the Britiſh empire in India to its centre. 


Let thoſe who Rill eſpouſe the meaſure , Jofaty themſelves to their 
Conſtituents and the Public, in conſenting to lend 86 ne officers to 


Badia. Mhiile 0 mured to the climate, remain unempioyed. 
e have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 


- 
WS - — 


q 1 | Your moſt obedlient humble ſervants, * 
6th Feb. 788. r A 5: H gat 
1 22 Wo 2 _— {an (Signed) 
. ; 07 John rer Jacob Boſanquet 
. Benſley Step" Luſhington 
S Paring Tho' Fitzhugh 
2 nt v 224,25 - "thith ig Man ip | W. Elphinſtone 
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At a Court of DireQors held on F day: the 8th Feb. 1788. 


THE Chairman acquainted the Court that himſelf and the Deputy 
attended the Right Honourable the Board of Commiſſioners for. the- 
affairs of India yeſterday, and that the Board had informed them they 
would communicate to the Court on or before [Tueſday next their ſen- 


timents reſpecting the propriety of ſending the four regiments to India. 


At a Court of Ditectors held on Monday the 11th Feb: 1 788. 


LETTER from the Right Honourable Lord Sydney, one 6f His 


* 


Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, dated the roth inſtant being 
read, (Vide Apppendix, No. 26.) the following Motion was made, vii. 


The Court having taken into conſideration a letter from the Rt: Hon. 
Lord Sydney, one of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, addreſſed 
to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, under date of the xoth inſt 
„ ſtating that three of the regiments deftitied for Tndiz are in readinefy 
vc 


for embarkation at Chatham, Dover, Deal, and Portſmouth, and. de- 

firing to be informed whether any, and what ſhips of the Company 
are ready for their reception, and at what ports it will be moſt con- 
« .yenient for theſe troops to embark, A Motion is made, That as hi 
«« Majeſty's Miniſters continue to think it neceſſary and proper that 
« the four new regimenss ſhould be ſent to India, and may probably 
<« be forced to ſend the ſame, if the Court ſhall refuſe to 5 them 
e on board their ſhips, in a manner mach, moxe expenſive and incon- 
venient to the Company; it is expedient that the Court conſent to 
« take them on their wok and therefore reſolve, That the Chairman 


and Deputy Chairman be deſired to confer and ſettle with His Ma- 
jeſty's Secretary at War, the various matters neceflary! to the embark} 


ing the three regiments, mentioned in Lord Sydney's letter, on board 


«6 the ſhips now lying at Graveſend.” 


* 


And the Queſtion on the ſaid Motion being put by the Ballot, It 


| paſſed in the negative. 


It was then moved, and on the Queſtion thereon being put by the 
Ballot, reſolved, That the Chairman and Deputy Chairman be re- 
queſted to wait upon the Right Honoutable Lord Sydney, and to in- 


form his Lordſhip, in the name of this Court, in anſwer to his letter 
of the 18th February inſtant, that the Court of Directors have re- 


ſcinded their reſolution of the 17th October laſt, accepting the four re- 
giments intended for ſervice in India, ſo far as bound the Eaſt- Com- 
pany to the payment of the expence of the ſaid four regiments; but that 
this Court, ever deſirous of obeying. His Majeſtv's commands, : and of 
co-operating with his Miniſters, as far as they can conſiſtent with. the 


duty which they owe to their Conſtituents ang to the Pyblic, are ready 


to receive and accommodate His Majeſty's troops on board the From 
pany's ſhips; provided, that it be clearly underſtood that the faid four 
regiments do not go at the requiſition of the Court of Directors, that 
the Eaſt-India Company are not Bound to pay an 

thereof, and that ſuch forces are not to uw lidered- as part gf the 
permanent eſtabliſhment in the Eaſt-Indies. on a 


I. 5 ö at 


art of the expence , 
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C42) 
At a Court of Directors held on Tueſday the 12th Feb. 1788. 


THE Chairman acquainted the Court, that he had waited on the 
Right Honourable Lord Sydney, and communicated the reſolution of 
laſt Court to his Lordſhip, who had ſignified his intention of ſending 
a letter to the Court on the ſubject, in the courſe of this day, 


At a Court of Directors held on Wedneſday the 13th Feb. 1788. 


TH E Chairman and Deputy Chairman having laid before the Court 
the following letter received laſt night from the Right Honourable Lord' 
Sydney, one of His Majeſty's Secretaries of State, with its incloſure. 


Gentlemen, 115 Whitehall, 12th Feb. 1788. 


I thought it neceſſary to lay immediately before the Board of Con- 
troul, the anſwer which you delivered to me this day to my letter of 
ö co i, 

Upon a full. conſideration of the matter, the Board came to the re- 
ſolutions which I now incloſe to you, theſe reſolutions having been 
ſabmitted to His Majeſty, have met with his royal approbation, and I 
am commanded to defire that you will communicate x to the Court 
of Directors without delay.” ., ,- _ | 


- 


© "Tam, Gentlemen, 


| b Vour moſt obedient humble Servant, 
Chairman and Deputy Chairman 8 VDN E V. 


8 © Whitehall, 12th Feb. 1788. 
At a Board of Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India. 
n EBEN T. 


The Right Honourable Lord Sydney. 
er I 2 ö William Pitt. 
"10% © | | Henry Dundas- 
9938 ee W. W. Grenville. 
Lord Mulgrave. 


Lord Sydney lays before the Board the following reſolution of the 


Court of Directors held yeſterday, and communicated this day to his 


Lordſhip,” by the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Eaſt-India 
Company, viz. | 


« At a Court of Directors held on Monday the 11th of Feb. 1788, 


<6 reſolved, That the Chairman and Deputy Chairman be requeſted to 
«©. wait upon the Right Honourable Lord Sydney, and to inform his 
_ * Lordſhip, in the name of this Court, in anſwer to his letter of the 


66 f oth 


pany liable to the payment of conſiderable additional expences. 


force actually there. 


„ 


t 1oth February inſtant, that the Court of Directors have reſcinded 
their reſolution of the 15th October laſt, accepting the four regi- 

«© ments intended for ſervice in India, ſo far as bound the Eaſt-India 
«© Company to the payment of the expence of the ſaid four regiments, 
but that this Court ever deſirous of obeying His Majeſty's commands, 
© and of co-operating with his Miniſters as far as they can conſiſtent 
« with the Duty which they owe to their Conſtituents and to the 
* Public, are ready to receive and accommodate His Majeſty's troops 
* on board the Company's ſhips; provided, that it be clearly under- 
* ſtood that the ſaid four regiments do not go at the requiſition of the 
“ Court of Directors; that the Eaſt-India Company are not bound to 
won pay any part of the expence thereof, and that ſuch forces are not to 
* 70 conſidered as part of the permanent eſtabliſhment in the Eaſt- 
* Indies.“ | 


The Board having conſidered the above reſolution are of opinion; 
that with reſpect to the two firſt of the conditions therein contained, by 


_. which the Directors claim a right to withdraw their requiſition for the 
ſaid troops, and thereby to liberate themſelves from any obligation under 


the Act of 1781, to pay the ſums directed by that Act to be paid by the 
Company fot the King's troops going to India, at their requiſition ; they 
conceive it is by no means neceſſary for them to enter into the diſcuſſion 
of that queſtion. That it does not appear to the Board that the ſaid 
Act has made any proviſion for the caſe of the Court of Directors being 
deſirous of withdrawing ſuch requiſition, or that it is by any means 
clear that under the fpirit of the Act ſuch requiſition could be withdrawn 
under the preſent circumſtances, without making the Eaſt-India Com- 


That with reſpect to the third point, the Board do not conceive that 
the King's troops going to India, either under ſuch a requiſition or other- 
wiſe, are to be conſidered as forming any part of the Company's eſtabliſh- 
ment in the Eaſt-Indies. They certainly do not feel themſelves enabled 
to decide, at preſent, what may be the number of King's troops which 
it may at any time hereafter be expedient for His Majeſty to ſtation in the 
Eaſt-Indies. But the Board think it right to add, that they. do not now 
forſee any circumſtances which are likely to alter their opinion, that the 
number now going out are neceſſary to be kept up in addition to the 


= 


That under this opinion the Board will feel it their duty to exerciſe the 
ſuperintending powers which have been veſted in them over the revenues 


of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in the Eaſt-Indies, in ſuch a manner as may 


effectually provide that thoſe revenues ſhall be applied to defray the ex- 
pence of the force which they conſider to be neceſſary for the defence of 
thoſe poſſeſſions. And they have no doubt that the Court of Directors 
will not think it expedient to bring upon their conſtituents a conſidera- 
able additional charge by compelling His Majeſty's ſervants to have re- 
courſe to any other mode of ſending thoſe troops than that which has 
hitherto been uſual. If the government is reduced to ſuch a neceſſity, 
the Board will undoubtedly feel it right, in every principle of juſtice, to 
direct, that whatever may be the expence of this mode of conveyance 
mall be defrayed from the revenues in India. 


And 


( 44 ) 


And the Court having deliberated thereupon, it was moved, That the 
Chairman and Deputy Chairman be deſired to concert with His Majeſty's - 
Secretary at War, the ſteps proper to be taken for embarking the King's 
troops on board the Ship's now laying at Graveſend, as any delay would 
at this late ſeaſon, prove expenſive to the Company and greatly retard 
the arrival of the troops;in India. 


| And the Queſtion on the ſaid Motion being put by the Ballot,. the 
ſame paſſed in the negative. . A 4 


The Court then adjourned, and being again met, it was on a Motion 
reſolved by the Ballot, That this Court do adhere to their reſolution of 
the 11th inſtant, and they will on Friday next diſpatch ſuch ſhips as 
are ready to proceed on their voyages to Bombay and China, leſt ſuch 
ſhips, by the lateneſs of the ſeaſon, might be in danger of loſing their 
pallage, and this Court do think it incumbent upon them to declare that 
there will then remain ſeventeen ſhips in which His Majeſty's troops 
may be conveyed to India, if the meaſure ſhould be finally reſolved on 
by competent authority). 


_ALift of ſhips to be diſpatched being laid before the Court. The 
ſame was read. | ny | | 


It was then, on ſeveral Motions, Reſolved, by the Ballot, That 
the Chairman, and Deputy Chairman, be defired to convey the following 
Reſolutions to the Right Honourable Lord Sydney, in anſwer to his 
Lordſhip's letter of the 12th inſtant, as the Court of Directors humbly 
conceive, that the Reſolutions of the Right Honourable the Commiſſi- 
oners for the Affairs of India, are contrary to the Act of the 24th of His 
preſent Majeſty, and adverſe to the rig ts and privileges reſerved. to 
their Conſtituents under that Act, they have reſolved, that a Meeting of 
their Conſtituents, be called for the flog of laying before them the 
proceedings relative to the ſending of the four regiments to India, and 
until the ſentiments of their Conſtituents can be known, they humbly 
requeſt, that no meaſures may be taken, by His Majeſty's Miniſters, for 
tranſporting thoſe troops to India. 


_ - Reſolved, That a General Court be called, for Tueſday the 19th in- 
ſtant, to lay before them the proceedings relative to the ſending of four 
of His Majeſty's regiments to India, and that the proceedings of this 
Court be printed, and ſent to each Proprietor forthwith. 


Reſolved, That it be referred to the Committee of Shipping, to take 

into their immediate conſideration the lateſt times the ſhips of Tis ſeaſon 
| gught to ſail from the Downs agreeable to their preſent deſtinations, with 
à fair proſpect of making their paſſages in proper time, and report 
to this Court. 5 | , 


* 


(4) 
At a Court of Directors held on Friday the i 5th Februaty, 1788. 
The following Letter, with its incloſure, was read. 
Gentlemen, | Whitehall, 14th February, 1788. 
I HAVE thought it proper to communicate to the reſt of Commiſſi 
oners for the Affairs of India, the Minute of Reſolutions, paſſed by the 
Court of Directors, which I received from you this 1 and I in- 


cloſe for the information of the Court, the Reſdlution which the Board 
have come to on this occaſion. | 


| | I am, Gentlemmen, 
Chairman, and Deputy Chair= _. 40 HE. 
man, Eaſt India Company, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


SYDNEY. 


Whitehall, 14th February, 1788. 
At a Board of Commiiſſioners for the Affairs of India, 
PF. R E K N. 4, a 
Right Honourable Lord Sidney. 
0 Willliam Pitt. 
Henry Dundas. 
W. W 


. Grenville. 
Lord Mulgrave, 


Lord Sydney communicated the following Minute of the Reſolutions of 
the Court of Directors, which was delivered to him this morning by the 


Chairman and Deputy Chairman. 6 


« At a Court of Directors held on Wedneſday the 1 3th February, 1788, 
& reſolved, That this Court do adhere to their Reſolution of the 11th 
« inſtant, and they will on Friday next diſpatch ſuch ſhips as are ready 
« to proceed on their voyages to Bombay and China, leſt ſuch ſhips, 
„by the lateneſs of this ſeaſon, might be in danger of loſing their paſ- 
« ſage, and this Court do think it incumbent upon them to declare, 
+ that there will then remain 17 ſhips, in which His Majeſty's troops 
& may be conveyed to India, if the meaſure ſhould be finally reſolved on 
© by competent authority. | 


« Reſolved, That the Chairman, and Deputy Chairman, be deſired 
« to convey the following Reſolutions to the Right Honourable Lord 
„ Sydney, in anſwer to his Lordſhip's letter of the z2th Inſtant, as the 
« Court of Directors humbly conceive, That the Reſolutions of the 
„Right Honourable the Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India, are 
„ contrary to the Act of the 24th of his preſent Majeſty, and adverſe 
« to the rights and privileges reſerved to their Conſtituents under that 
% Act, they have reſolved, That a meeting of their Conſtituents be 
& called for the purpoſe of laying before them the Proceedings relative 
eto the {ending of the four regiments to India, andfuntil the tentiments 
of their Conſtituents can be known, they humbly requeſt, that no 

| M „ mea- 


5 1 
| « meaſures may be taken by His Majeſty's Miniſters for tranſporting 
% thoſe troops to India.“ Di no bis. I inn by 


+ Reſolved, That a General Court be called for Tueſday the. 19th 
« inſtant, to lay before them the Proceedings relative to the ſending of 
four of His Majeſty's regiments to India; and that the Proceedings 
of the Court be be printed, and ſent to each Proprietor forthwith.” 
The Board having conſidered the above Reſolutions, obſerve. with 
ſatisfaction, that the Directors have agreed to ſummon a Court of Pro- 
prietors, and lay before them, the Proceedings relative to the ſending 
the four regiments to India, as they cannot entertain a doubt, that the 
Proprietors will ſee how materially their intereſt is concerned, in remov- 
ing the obſtructions which have been thrown in the way of tranſporting 
'on board the Company's ſhips, the regiments which His Majeſty thinks 
proper to ſend, to India. But to prevent any poſlible loſs of time, the 
dard are of opinion, that meaſures ſhould be taken eventually to pro- 
vide a ſufficient number of tranſports, for carrying ſuch of the Regi- 
ments as may be ready to embark; and they think it proper to repeat 
their determmation, to direct the expence of conveying the troops to 
be defrayed out of the revenues of the Britiſh poſleflions in India; as 
the protection and ſecurity of thoſe poſſeſſions is manifeſtly the object 
to which the revenues ariſing therefrom, muſt, at all times, in the firſt 
inſtance be applied. That Lord Sydney be requeſted to communicate a 
Copy of this Minute to the Chairman, and Deputy Chairman, for the 
information of the Court. -- 2 * | 


It was then moved, and on the Queſtion 


Reſolved; That the Opinion of Council be taken, Whether the Board 
of Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India have aſſumed powers they have 
no right to: 55 8 ＋ 


1 


PEN DI No. 1. 


To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The Memorial and Petition of the Court of Directors of the United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt-Indies. 


Moſt humbly ſheweth, | | +, 

HAT by an Act of Parliament paſſed in the 21ſt year of Your Majeſty's 

reign, entituled, “ An Act for eſtabliſhing an Agreement with the United 
Company of Merchants of England, Trading to the Eaſt-Indies for the Payment of 
the Sum of Four Hundred Thouſand Pounds for the Uſe of the Public, in full Diſ- 
charge and Satisfaction of all Claims and Demands of the Public, from the time the 
Bond Debt was reduced to One Million Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds; until the 
iſt Day of March, 1785, in reſpect of the Territorial Acquiſitions and Revenues 
lately obtained in the Eaſt-Indies; and alſo for ſecuring to the Public in reſpect 
thereof, for a Term therein mentioned, a certain Part or Proportion of the clear 
Revenues and Profits of the ſaid Company, and for granting to the ſaid Company, 
for a further Term, the ſole and excluſive Trade, to and from the Eaſt-Indies, and 
limits therein mentioned, and for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Ma- 
nagement of the Affairs of the ſaid Company, as well in India, as in Europe, and 
the recruiting the Military Forces of the ſaid Company.” It is among other things 
recited. That it was neceſſary for the ſaid Company to keep and maintain a military 
force in the Eaſt-Indies, and the preſent method of obtaining recruits to keep up the 
ſame, had been found very inconvenient and defective; it is therefore enacted, That 
it ſhould and may be lawful to and forthe ſaid United Company by licenſe from Your 
Majeſty, for that purpoſe, from time to time, to enliſt ſuch number of men, being 
Your Majeſty's ſubjects, and of ſuch ages, and for ſuch time, as ſhould- be expreſſed 
in ſuch licenſe, to ſerve them as ſoldiers in the Eaſt-Indies, and to depoſit and keep 
ſuch men, not exceeding two thouſand at any one time, in time of war, and one 
thouſand at any time, in time of peace, at ſuch place or places, in any part of Your 
Majeſty's dominions of Europe as ſhall be approved of, for that purpoſe, by Your 
Majeſty, until they could be ſent to India 


Your petitioners think it neceſſary for the ſecurity and protection of their trade and 
oſſeſſions in the Eaſt- Indies, as ſoon as poſſible to enliſt a number of men to ſerve as 
{oldiers in India for the term of five years. 


Your petirioners therefore moſt humbly pray, That Your Majeſty would be pleaſed 
by your royal licenſe to authorize the ſaid United Company to enliſt ſuch 'a number 
of recruits (not exceeding 2500) as may be requifite for the Company's military 
forces in India, ſubjects of Your Majeſty, of the age of 16 years and upwards, to 
ſerve them as ſoldiers in the Faſt-Indies, 


And your petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. &c, 


(Signed, by order of the Court of Directors 
of the ſaid United Company.) 


Eaſt India Houſe, THOS MORT ON, Secretary. 
the 31ſt Auguſt, 1787. | 


JOHN MOTTEUX, Eſq; 


JOHN MOTTEUX. Eſq; 


(+) 


AN DI X,. N. 2. 
SIR, WI Wimbledon, 12th October, 1787. 


AGREEABLE to your defire, I ſend you, in writing, the ſubſtance of the Com- 
munication I made to you and the Deputy a few days ago, in order that | might be 


certain of no inaccuracy in the communication; a copy of the encloſed has been con- 
veyed to His Majeſty, and he approves of it. I need not appriſe you that I would 
wiſh to have your anſwer with your very firſt convenience, that in ſome ſhape or other 


the propoſed levy may proceed with the utmoſt expedition, 


| IJ have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and humble ſervant, 
HENRY DUND AS. 


F Tx Nd. 
SIR, | Wimbledon, 2oth October, 1735. 
I SEND you the encloſed which I have juſt received from the Secretary at War. 
I am, Sir, with regard, 
Your moſt obedient and humble ſervant, 
HENRY DUNDAS, 


Papers tranſmitted by the Secretary at War to the Right Honourable Henry Dundas. 


To be recommended by the Eaſt-India Company for Sir Archibald Campbell's 


regiment, 


; 


The Major. 3 Captains of Companies. 11 Lieutenants. 4 Enſigus. 


Colonel Abercrombie's regiment. 


The Lieutenant Colonel. 4 Captains of Companies. 11 Licutenauts. 4 Enfigns. 


— 


For Colonel Muſgrave's regiment. 


The Major. 3 Captains. 11 Lieutenants. 4 Enfigns. 


For Colonel Marſh's regiment. 


The Major. 4 Captains. 11 Lieutenants. 4 Enſigns. 


Total of officers to be recommended. 


4 Field officers. 14 Captains. 44 Lieutenants, 16 Enſigns. 


of bt 


* 4 


* 
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APPENDIX, No. 4. 


Wy WO War Office, 25th Oktober, 1787. 
IAM directed by the Secretary at War to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, that His Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
order the four regiments raiſing for ſervice in India, to be numbered as follows, viz. 


Major General Sir Archibald Campbell's, the 74th regiment 


Colonel Abercrombie's, - - - - <- - - - _- _ - 75th ditto 
Muſgrave's, - - 76th ditto 
Marſh's „% — — N 6- 8 — — — 77th ditto 
I am, Sir, | 
THOS5 MOR TON, Eſq; Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Eaſt-India Houſe. | | 
M. LEWIS; 
S 1 R, War Office, 25th October, 1787. 


IAM directed by the Secretary at War, to acquaint you for the information of the 
Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, that His Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
appoint Colonel James Hartley to be Lieutenant Colonel of che regiment to be raiſed 
under the command of Colonel Abercombie, agreeable to their recommendation, as 
ſignified in their reſolution of the 24th inſtant. | 


I am, Sir, | | 
THO MORTON, Eſq; Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
" Eaſt-India Houſe. | 8 
M. LEWIS. 
SIR, War Office, the 25th October, 1785. | 


THE Secretary at War having laid before the King the reſolution of the Court of 
Directors, tranſmitted in your letter of the 24th inſtant, reſpecting the nomination of 
Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Roſs, for the majority of one of the new regi- 
ments deſtined for India, and of Captain Kirkpatrick and Lieutenant Ae foe 
commiſſions in the ſaid corps, with the rank of Captain and Lieutenant reſpectively. 
I am directed by Sir George Young, to acquaint you for the information of the Di- 
rectors, that His go yin permits the Company to authorize their Governor General 
to appoint the ſaid officers, or any of them, to the fituations propoſed for them as 
above-mentioned, and ſuch appointments will meet with His Majeſty entire ap- 
probation, * | 


Whenever an official communication ſhall be received here, that the reſpective ap- 
pointments of thoſe officers haven taken place in India, the neceſſary commiſſions for 
them will be immediately prepared, and, laid before His Majeſty for His Royal 
Signature, as i 
| 1 Tam, Sir, 


THOS MORTON, Eſq: . Vour moſt obedient humble ſervant; 
Eaſt-India Houle. STS ; 2 — 75 855 
| 1 M. LEWIS. 


tC. 3 


APP E N DI X, No. 5. 


Gentlemen, | Whitehall, zoth October, 1787. 


I SEND you the King's Warrant, for the Eaſt-India Company, to enliſt a number 
of recruits not exceeding 2500 men, for 5 years, but at the lame time, I am com- 
manded to expreſs to you His Majeſty's expectations that every poſſible attention 
ſhould be paid to the ſtare of the recruits ſent to India, It being now neceflary to 
keep a large European force in that country, His Majeſty has ordered all care to be 
taken that the recruits for His regiments ſhould be properly reviewed and inſpected, 
and in conſequence of His royal permiſſion to the Company to raiſe 2500 men in 
Great Britain, I have His Majeſty's commands to ſay, that he expects to have the 
recruits ſubmitted to the inſpection of an officer appointed by him before they fail 
for India, 

I am, Gentlemen, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


SYDNEY, 


Licenſe to the Eaſt-India Company to enliſt a number of recruits not exceeding 2500 
men, for 5 years, and to depoſit and keep them in the Iſle of Wight, until they 
can be ſent to India, | 


GEORGE R. 


George the Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. | 


To all to whom theſe preſents come greeting. 


- WHEREAS: by an Act of Parliament paſſed in the twenty-firſt year of our reign, 
entituled, An Act for eſtabliſhing an Agreement with the United Company of 
Merchants of England, Trading to the Eaſt-Indies, for the Payment of the Sum of 
Four Hundred Thouſand Pounds for the Uſe of the Public, in full Diſcharge and 
Satisfaction of all Claims and Demards of the Public, from the Time the Bond Debt 
was reduced to One Million Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds, until the Firſt Day of 
March, One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Eighty-five, in reſpe& of the Territorial 
Acquiſitions and Revenues lately obtained in the Eaſt-Indies, and alſo for ſecuring to 
the Public in reſpect thereof for a Term therein mentioned, a certain Part or Portion 
of the clear, Revenues and Profits of the ſaid Company, and for granting to the ſaid 
Company, fer a further Term the ſole and excluſive Trade to and from the Eaſt-Indies 
and, Limits therein mentioned, and for eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better 
Management of the Afﬀairs* of the ſaid Company, as well in India as in Europe, 
and the recruiting the Military Forces of the ſaid Company,” It is amongſt other things 
enacted, That it thall and may be lawful for the ſaid United Company by licenſe from 
us for that purpoſe, from time to time, to enliſt ſuch number of men, being our ſub- 
jects to ſerve them as ſoldiers in the Eaſt Indies, and to depolit and keep ſuch men, 
not exceeding two thouſand at any one time in time of war, and one thouſand at any 
time in time of peace, at ſuch place or places in any part of our dominions in Europe, 
as ſhall be approved of by us for that purpoſe, until the ſaid men can be ſent to India; 
and we having been humbly beſought by the Directors of the ſaid United Company, that 
we would be pleaſed by our ſaid licenſe to authorize the ſaid United Company, to enliſt 
a number of recruits, not exceeding two thouſand five hundred, being of our ſubjects, 
of the age of fixteen years and upwards, to ſerve them as ſoldiers in the Eaſt-Indies, 
for the term of five years, and they from time to time may be at liberty to depoſit and 
keep any number of ſuch men, not exceeding at any one time two thouſand five 
hundred men in the Iſle of Wight, until they can be ſent to India. We being dif- 
poſed to comply with the ſaid requeſt, do by theſe preſents, and by virtue of the 
authority given us by the ſaid act of parliament, licenſe and authorize the ſaid United 
Company to enliſt any number of men not exceeding two thouſand five —_—_— 

ing 


6335 

being our 2 and of the age of ſixteen years and upwatds, for the term of five 
years, and alſo to depoſit and keep ſuch number of men during the time of peace in 

our Iſle of Wight, until they can be ſent to India. And for 1o doing this ſhall. be 

to the ſaid United Company, and to all our loving ſubjects herein concerned, our fall 

licence, authority and direction. Given at our Court at St. James's, the twenty- 

fourth day of October 1787, in the twerity-ſeventh year of our reign, 7 1 


By His Majeſty's command, 2 OY 
e 


„ : Y — 7 4. 6 7 . 
— — — — —  —— — 4 


Fd 


e 


The Right Honourable Earl Cornwallis, Lieuterant-General and Commander in 
Chief of the Forces in India, Govetnor-General, &c. &c. 
My Lord, | og” | Be Wh | 
It is with much reluctance we obtrude on your Lordſhip with this appeal for re- 


dreſs of one of thoſe grievances which moſt ſeverely affect the feelings of ſoldiers, we 


ſhall briefly ſtate the fact, and rely on your Lordſhip for that determinatioh which 
Juitice may require. | | 

At a period when the neceſſities of the, Company required a reduction of this mili- 
tary eſtabliſhment, whereby many of us after nineteen year's ſervice have been obliged 
to ſerve upon the pay of an inferior rank, Captain Peter Murray, an officer many 


years junior to us in the army, is promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, not 


only upon the full allowances of that rank, but to ſhare in the revenues, a donation 
ever conſidered as the recompence of long ſervice. 


Notwithſtanding the orders of the Court of Directors oh the appointment of Lieu- 


tenant Owen of the Madraſs eſtabliſhment to the office of Adjutant-General; ex- 
preſſly directed, that he was not to ſupercede their officers, or in any other reſpect 


than as Adjutant-General, be conſidered, with ſuch advanced rank in their ſervice: 


yet the officers of this army had the mortification to ſee him appointed to the com- 
mand of a brigade and of detachments trom the army during the late war. 


With this matter recent in our memories; and the conſideration of many other 
obvious circumſtances af peculiar hardſhip in the ſuperceſſion of Captain Murray, 
we are led to hope that it never was ſo intended by the Court of Directors, elpe- 
cially when we reflect that the late acts of the legiſlature, declare null and void all 


promotion not made agteeable to ſeniority. 


We hope your Lordſhip will conſider this caſe, and either revoke thoſe commiſ- 
ſions or publiſh an explanatory order to prevent heart-burnings and diſputes, ſhould 
accident ever bring us upon duty with this officer, or any of thoſe who obtained ad- 
vanced rank by the late regulations: We humbly conceive that points of command, 
precedence, &c. &c. not immediately the official duty of thoſe ſeveral appointments, 
ought to be determined by their original commiſſions in the ſervice. | 


And as we have had frequent occaſion to obſerve that it is eafier to prevent inju- 
ries of this nature, than to get them redreſſed after government has been led into an 
| inadvertent approbation of them, through the miſrepreſentations of intereſted men, 

ermit us further humbly to expreſs our fears, leſt a late reſolution of the Honoura- 
ble Board ſhould have an effect, which we flatter ourſelves never could have been 
their intention, from the orders which were publiſhed at the concluſion of the war, 
whereby we happily found, that the conduct of the army had been honoured by the 


approbation of the Council, WEL: 
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(6) 
The Reſolution we allude to was publiſhed under Minutes of Council, gth Au- 
guſt 1786, as follows: | 15 


Reſolved, That it be referred to the determination of the Honourable Court of 
Directors, whether the Supernumerary Officers at Fort Marlborough are, or are not 
eligible, upon vacancies, to be placed with their ranks on the Bengal army? 


From which we think it more than probable that the Court of Directors in com- 
liance, will ſend out a general order putting the Bencoolen officers upon this eſta- 
liſhment with their reſpective ranks, by which means Lieutenant Alexander Murray 

of this army, having been ſent there to command, and having there obtained the rank 
of Lieutenant-Colonel, we apprehend would be included and would ſuperſede ſome 
hundreds of us, who have ever been his ſuperiors. in the ſervice ; a circumſtrnce 
that would be more than an intolerable addition to that of bringing the whole Ben- 
coolen eſtabliſhment over us, as we are forry to obſerve has been recommended, 


Having thus brought facts to your Lordſhip's knowledge, we reſt ſatisfied that 
nothing further is neceſſary but to obtain redreſs, and prevent further acts of injuſ- 
tice of a fimilar nature. FO WW > | WET 

We have the honour to be, with the bigheſt reſpect, My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt ebedient, and moſt humble ſervants, 


| . b 86. (Signed) E. Clarke, M 
14th. December 1786. igne . Clarke, Major. 
| re eB gp A. Hooke, Mavor. 


G. Wright, Major, 
C. Maitland, Major. 
Rob. Simond, Captain. 


- Parra Letter from the Right Honourable the Governor-General to the Court of 


Directors, dated December 27th, 1786. 


Par. 2. You will obſerve that in the letter from the Board in the Military Department, 
a reference is made to your Honourable Court concerning the rank of the Staff Officers 
on this eſtabliſhment. I now encloſe a memorial on that ſubje& ſigned by four ma- 
jors and one captain, which was lately delivered to me, and I think it right to add, 
that I have great reaſon to believe that the ſentiments expreſſed in that memorial are 
very general in this army. The Prefidency, of Fort St. George having already 
granted commiſſions to the ſtaff officers of that eſtabliſhment, which give them 
their advanced rank in ſuch a manner as to entitle them, during the holding of their 
ſtaff officers, to riſe in the general liſt from a certain date, and this Board havin 
by a reſolution declared their intention of adopting the ſame meaſure for the ſtaff of 


ficers of this eſtabliſhment, it would have been for many reaſons particularly ſatis- 


factory to me, if upon this point being again agitated, I could conſiſtently with my 
ſenſe of duty have joined my concurrence, While obliged to withhold that acquiei- 
cence, I was deſirous to mark in the ſtrongeſt manner, my conſideratioꝑ for the re- 
ſpecta ble opinions that had been declared upon that head before my arrival in this 
country, and I therefore moved to refer it to your ultimate deciſion. But at the 
ſame time I conceive that in my public ſituation, I am called upon to declare, that 
excluſive of the attention due to the Act of Parliament, confining the promotion of the 
Company's military* officers to ſeniority in the reſpective ranks, that in my opinion 
there is great impropriety-in ranks that are. temporary only, being claſſed with thoſe 
that are permanent. The allowances annexed to the ſtaff officers, I think are the 
very reverſe of being too great. But while thoſe gentlemen are, as they ought to be, 
confined to the duties of their offices, and not employed on commands, the part of 


the liſt in which their names are placed, ſhould to them be a matter of indifference, 


and by placing their names to remain at the bottom of the liſts of the reſpective 


= xankv.annexed to their offices, much heart burning among the other officers, as well 


as ſeveral other inconveniencies, may, I apprehend, be avoided, 


b ku * dis 


5. e 


„ 
„ 
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Eaſt-India Houſe, ich November, 1787. 


At a Board of General and Field Officers convened in purſuance of the Requeſt of 
the Court of Directors of the United Eaſt - India Company to conſider and report on 
the beſt mode of carrying into effect His Majeſty's gracious permiſſion of appointing 
half the Officers under Lieutenant-Colonels in the four new regiments going for India: 


„ een 


General Medows, Gegneral Sir Robert Barker, 
General Caillaud, General Stibbert, | 
General Richard Smith, Colonel Charles Morgan, 


* 


The Board having aſſembled for the purpoſe above mentioned, and deliberately 
conſidered the ſame, do now report the opinion of the majority thereon, as follows: 


That the ſelection to be made for furniſhing the quotas for the different regiments 
be given in option to the eldeſt officers of each rank at Bengal, Madras, or, BoeAbay, 
to accept of His Majeſty's gracious permiſſion of being transferred from the Compas 
ny's to the King's ſervice. 


That the reſpective proportions ſo to be ſelected for the four regiments, be ſettled 
by the actual ſtate of the total number of officers on the three eſtabliſhments, ſuper- 
numeraries included, on the arrival of the Court's orders in India, that is to ſay; 

As the number of any rank on the three eſtabliſhments, Ya 


— 


Is to the number of the ſame rank to be nominated by the Company : | 


So is the number of that rank on each eſtabliſhment reſpectively, 


To the number of the ſame rank to be taken from that eſtabliſhment. 


es 


Wm. Medows, M. G. 

John Caillaud. | 
Rt. Barker. . | 
G. Stibbert. 

C. Morgan, Col. 


A PP E N D. I X, No, 8. 


1 was yeſterday favoured with your letter requeſting my attendance at the India- 
Houſe on the 7th inftant. The commands of the Court of Directors I have ever had 
great pleaſure in obeying, and ſhould on this occaſion have ſhewn a ready compliance 
with their defires, had not my health for a length of time paſt been very imperfect, 
and at preſent not much mended, which i truſt their goodneſs will accept as my apo- 
logy for not attending the Board ſummoned for Wedneſday next. My abſence will 
not be felt, as I obſerve moſt of the Company's old commanders are called upon, whoſe 
judgements on the buſineſs in queſtion will. I am perſuaded be quite ſatisfactory to 
the Honourable Court. 5 ö 3 

eee e 67 ae, Wh In bee F yo +10 vt 34% on Lb 


(8) 

1 have lately received many letters from the Coaſt, and thoſe from officers of rank 
complaining greatly of the diſtinctions made between the King's and Company's 
ſervants, The difference occaſioned between rank in the King's fervice, and that of 
the Company's has ever been attended with heart burnings and great diſcontent, 
every way hurtſul to the public ſervice, it. becomes more ſo every day from the con- 
tinuance of His Majeſty's regiments in the Eaſt ; more are now appointed, and of 
courſe the evil I have mentioned muſt ſtill ſuffer. aggravation, and it will daily en- 
creaſe. The two ſervices can never be carried on 60 he public advantage while this 
diftinftion remains, and if not remedied, thoſe gallant officers who have ſpent the 
greateſt part of their lives in the Company's ſervice, muſt, from their circumſtances, 
give way to deſpair, and Ioſe all that zeal, ſpirit and afivity, for which they were 
heretofore ſo remarkable, and from which the Nation are now indebted for thoſe poſ- 
ſeſſions they hold in Aſia. Thoſe countries have produced officers in numbers that 
would not diſgrace a royal commiſſion, theſe are many, and many yet left, every way 
worthy to bear them, and as'the military eſtabliſhments are daily undergoing changes, 
why not at once put them on a footing, and root out the demon of diſcord that at 
ſome period or other, will be productive of much miſchief? my” 


It muſt be done at laſt, and, as matters now ſtand, the ſooner the better for the 
Company's intereſt, It is obvious that His Majeſty's corps will not be recalled, 
therefore in juſtice to thoſe brave officers of the - ou tho (who ſo well merit the 
protection of their A 1 do hope that the Honourable Court of Directors will, 


at ſome future day, think of the hardſhips they labour under, and redreſs them. 
I am, with eſteem, Sir, 1 
mn Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Southampton, Lat £7 f 110 
4h November, 1787. | (Signed) JOSEPH SMITH. 


THOMAS MORTON, Eſq; 
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& PB AR N DI No. 9. 
To the Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company. 


Gentlemen, 


HAVING been extremely ill fince I had the honor to attend your commands ar 
the India Houſe muſt be my apology for not immediately addreſſing you on the mode 
of appointment of ſuch of your officers, who were to be commiſſioned by His Ma- 
jeſty in the four new raiſed regiments deſtined for India. 


If I declined joining in opinion with the reſt of the Board of General Officers, it 
was not becauſe I could deviſe a better mode of fulfilling the literal ſenſe of the cir- 
cumſcribed Queſtion propoſed for our conſideration, but upon the introduction of 
this very novel ſyſtem, and when the ſatisfaction of the officers in India was one pro- 
feſſed object of concern, I muſt own that my ideas on this point, extended far beyond 
the immediate object mentioned in the circular letter. It would be ungenerous in 
me, ever to loſe ſight of what your military officers in India, from long merito- 
rious and faithful ſervices in times of great public exigency, are ſo well entitled to 
obtain; and feeling as I do feel for their honour and happineſs (for in this cafe they 
are inſeparable) and the welfare of your political exiſtence in India, I cannot, upon 
an occaſion fo proper, aveid pointing out to you, the unmerited indignity they have 
long ſuffered, and do {till continue to ſuffer, from eruel ſuperceſſion. 


8 Was I to attempt to uſe any arguments of my own to prove to you the indiſpen. 
fable neceſſity of a repreſentation, either to the Board of Controul, or to His Ma. 


Jelty's 


( 9.) | 
jeſty's miniſters to relieve your officers from the degrading and Fumiliating ſituation 
in which they now ſerve; I ſhould do a moſt manifeſt injuſtice to their own petitions 


and memorials to both Houſes of Parliament, to the actual Miniſters at that time, and 
to the Court of Directors. They have therein ſo truly repreſeſted their grievances 


(moſt of thoſe in the early part of my life I unfortunately experienced) and with ſo 


much modeſty; but at the ſame time with great energy and reſpectful freedom, have 
aſcertained their juſt claims to redreſs, that theſe documents properly attended to, I 
think, cannot fail of making a ſtrong impreſſion on the minds of the Court of Di- 
rectors. | ' 


But there is one fact to which I muſt particularly allude, when you ſent two Hano- 
verian regiments to India, their officers were foreigners and aliens, yer ſuperior rank 
was given to theſe aliens over Britiſh officers bearing the ſame commiſhon, Without any 
other comment I will only obſerve, that this was an act which put the zeal and fidelity 
of your officers to the higheſt poſſible teſt; their acquieſcence under this mortifying 
and degrading injury (all the circumſtances'of public affairs being duly: conſidered) 
redounds extremely to their honour, for they ſacrificed their own juſt feelings to a 
lively ſenſe of their public duty. | | oe 


But it ſhould be remembered, that there was a period to which your officers looked 


forward with confidence and hope, The concluſton: of the war, they expected would 


relieve them from all the humiliating circumſtances under which they ſerved, by the 
recall of all His Majeſty's forces from India, The reſtoration of peace had produced 
that effect uniformly for more than half a century; they now find, that not only the 
Royal Troops employed in India are not recalled, but that four new regiments are raiſed 
for that ſpecial ſervice, and to be placed on thateſtabliſhment. I wiſh your officers 


may not think and feel that a long ſeries of honourable and faithful ſervice. is. of no 
avail to protect from injuſtice, nor to relieve them from the moſt cruel of mortifications, 


that of being daily ſubject to be commanded by men who were yeſterday their 


Juniors. 


Permit me, therefore, "moſt earneſtly to recommend to the Court of Directors to 
take into their moſt ſerious confideration, what relief can be obtained for their of- 
ficers. To me there appears but one mode in which this can be effectually done, that of 
obtaining, for them, brevet tank from the King, whilſt any of His Majeſty's forces 

are ſerving in India, and to be local. | 


I have the honour to profeſs myſelf, 
7 Harley Street, Your very obliged ang faithful ſervant, 
13th November, 178). 1 8 
| RICH 4 SMITH. 
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APPENDIX, No. 10. 


1 


Strength of His Majeſty's 6 Regiments now in India, as they ſtood by the laſt ac- 


counts dated December, 1786, k 
| 1 | 
3332 23 
8 8 4 * 5 
= © | - © 
ES 8 E 
38 8515 [45 
8 8 „K 
ak 2 | 
19th Regiment of Light Dragoons. 7 350 2 57 rs 5 
36th Ditto of Foot. | 29| 588] 617] 494 
52d Ditto Ditto. 180 449] 467] 61 
7iſt Ditto Ditto. 29 934 963] 146 
7ad Ditto Ditto. 2 241105111075] 28 
73d Ditto Ditto. 13 j 26 
| Total 120038 721399201 54 


Recrvits ſent out laſt ſeaſon - - - - - 8369 


% 


Auditors Office, 5 
26th October, 1787. | _, W - WRIGHT. 
| | Auditor of Indian Accounts. 
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A PP E N D I X, No. 11 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants, 
Trading to the Eaſt-Indies. | 


The reſpectful Petition of the Military Officers on the Bengal Eſtabliſhment. 


Sheweth, 5 8 
THAT an Act of Parliament was paſſed in the of George the Second, 


entituled, An Act for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion in the ſervice of the United 


Company of Merchants, Trading to the Eaſt-Indies, 


That by virtue of the ſaid Act of Parliament, His Majeſty was empowered to frame 
and iflue ſuck rules, regulations and articles of war, as in his wiſdom ſhould ſeem 
neceſſary for the better order and good government of the ſaid United Company's 
officers ard ſoldiers, and that, accordingly, His Majeſty did cauſe ſuch military rules 
and regulations to be iſſued, and in them did determine the reſpective rank of His 
Majeſty's military officers, and thoſe of the Honourable Company, by a clauſe, 
which we beg to recite. 


Section, 15th, Article 4th. The Officers of our ſaid Land Forces, &c, &c. 


1ſt. We beg to obſerve; that when his late Majeſty framed the clauſe we complain of, 
it was wife and neceſſary ; your armies were then in their infancy, and although your 
othcers were men of ſpirit andenterprize, they were ſtrangers to the minutia of military 
diſcipline, and all the technical parts of their profeſſion ; but ſince that time, from a 


variety of well known cauſes, ſuperfluous to recite, your troops with few intervals of 
s | | precarious | 


, 


| @ 6 3 
precarious peace have been conſtantly under arms, and it now may be fairly pre- 
famed, after thirty years of ſpirited experience, during which they have generally 


commanded ſucceſs and always acquitted themſelves wich hondur. That your officers 
are and muſt be equal to His Majeſty's officers, and in the field, where we only ſolicit 


an equality, their ſuperiors, for admitting military knowledge to. be-the reſult of 
military experience, it follows, that to enable officers to act with every advantage in 


India, where your armies are compoſed of various nations, differing in language and 

religion, of men who are governed more by ſentiment than reaſon, whoſe manners 

muſt be ſtudied and whoſe very prejudices muſt be occaſionally complied with, your 

officers poſſeſs peculiar and important advantages which His Majeſty's officers, who 

have been trained to arms on a different theatre, have never had the means 
of acquiring. | L „a den 0 


We further beg leave to obſerve, that your native troops under our command, are 
arrived at a degree of military perfection, that the French and other Coloniſts in 
India have long endeavoured and deſpaired of, this has given your arms a decided aſ- 
cendancy in the eaſtern world, an aſcendancy which we ſhall always maintain whilſt 
we act with vigour, but vigour is an effort created by hopes and muſt be preſerved 
by rewards. r 


Perhaps it will be ſuperſſuous to obſerve to the aſſembly we have the honour to 
addreſs, That whatever tends to degrade or leſſen any communion of men in their 
own opinion and the eſtimation of others, muſt in its operation and effects be injurious 
to the public welfare, by relaxing the ſprings of human exertion and reducing them 
to a ſtate of frigid indifference or torpid inactivity; nor is there perhaps any order of 

rſons who feel the loſs of official diſtinction and honorary rewards with greater 
ſenſibility than military men; but whatever are our private feelings, our duty te you, 
our unfeigned reſpect for ti. high authority and conſummate wiſdom of Parliament and 
obedience and loyalty to His Majeſty, will bow us down in filent ſubmiſſion to what- 
ever you ſhall reſolve upon, or any branch of the legiſlature decree. But we beg to 
obſerve, That we labour under the painful preſſure of an ignominious ſuperceſſion, 
which wounds our honour and extinguiſhes emulation, 


We beg leave to call your attention to another particular, His Majeſty's officers in 
peace and war, at home and abroad have a growing rank, your officers can claim 
no rank bur during their refidence in India, This is ſuch an obvious and permanent 
advantage in favour of His Majeſty's officers, that we are firmly perſuaded your juſtice 
will urge you to uſe every means in,your power to prevent us being further injured and 
mortified by their ſuperceding us in India; beſides, the ſuperiority of rank they now 
enjoy will infuence them to endeavour, by every means, to be transferred to your ſer- 
vice at the cloſe of the preſent war, will not only be a further and continual diſtreſs to 
us, but will alſo be an inconvenience and expence to the Company, by loading this 
ſervice with a long I{t of ſupernumerary officers, and at a time, when it is highly 
probable the reformation of numbers of your own native regiments will leave on your 
hands ſupernumerary officers of every rank in your own ſervice, and that it ſeems to 
have been the intention of the Legiſlature to introduce His Majeſty's officers now in 
India into your ſervice at the concluſion of the war we think more than poſſible, for in 
the Bill for railing the and regiments now at Madras, it is expreſſſy provided 
that their officers commiſſions and pay ſhall terminate with the preſent war, now it is not 
probable that any gentlemen would have accepted commiſhons on theſe precarious 
terms and confeſſedly to ſerve in India without tome condition expreſſed or implied of 


their being provided for in your ſervice when they are no longer neceſſary in His Ma- 


jeſty's, bur if an Act is procured for them only to rank on an equality with us, it will 
go far toextinguiſh their wiſhes of ſucceeding to this ſervice, ſave you a heavy and un- 
neceſſary expence and relieve you from numberleſs ſolicitations, 


It is with the deepeſt anxiety and concern we obſerve that the officers of the German 
corps, newly raiſed and lately ſent to India, under ſanction of the clauſe we complain of, 
in like manner with His Majeſty's Britiſh officers, will not only rank with us, but com- 
mand us, this will be a ſpecies of mortification which Britons have hitherto never 
learned to bear, and which not only juſtice forbids but policy condemns, and which 


* * 


( 12 )) 


we firmly truſt you will zealouſly endeavour to protect us from, after our long ſervices 
to you and to our country, after a painful exile of many years ſituate in a remote 
ſection of the, globe; expoſed to a climate unfavourable to our conſtitution ; when 
few ſurvive and all ſuffer we cannot entertain a doubt but you will collectively and in- 
dividually endeavour by every means in your power to ſecure us from the humiliating 
grievances we complain of, and not ſuffer officers who are grown grey in your ſervice 
to be ſuperceded by young gentlemen recent from the academy, many of whoni 
have not been ſo long in mo Wh as the dates of our commiſſions, | 


All we preſume to requeſt is, That you will petition His Majeſty to withdraw the 
partiality of rank conferred on his officers in the laſt reign, or petition Parliament 
to aboliſh and annihilate the Act, or that part of it which conferred on His Majeſty 
the power to frame the clauſe already recited, and procure us an equality of rank. 
with His Majeſty's officers that now are or hereafter may do duty in India:  : 


And your petitioners will ever pray. 


NAMES 


1 N AME S. 
Gilbert Ironſide + 


James Morgan 
Samuel Hampton 
5 G. Muir 
W. Blair 
Henry Watſon 
Arthur Anmut 


= 


James Nicol 


10 Chriſtian Knutſon 


Patrick Duff 
J. Erking + 
S. H. Showers. 
Gabriel Johnſtone 
5 John Mattock 


dward Rawſtorne 


E. Haickheam- 
40 „ 


45 
William Duncan 


George B Eyres 


15 J. Fullarton 
Claud Martin 


7 
— 


Anthony Polier 
William Tolly 


20 Lewis Meſtayn 
25 Robert Kid 


William Popham e ere 


G. Burrington 
— | 


+ 


Job Macdonald 
George Wright 


70 Thomas T. Metcalfe 


Edward Clark 
J. Buchanan 
E. Curfy 


William Clode 


0 
Martin Gilpin 
A. Balfour 
Thomas Gardiner 


_ 


os 


. 
— 


55 | 
Richard Lucas 


Thomas Scott 
J. Ramſay - 


35 Boltey 


„ 93 


_ 
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100 rs. Caldwell 
Charles Herbert White 
105 Samuel Farmer 
G. Menee * 
Mark Wood . 


* 
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| | Major 
Major 


Major 


cu 
Rank. 


— nm  — 


Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 


Colonel 


Lieut. Col. 
Lieut. Col. ; 


Lieut Col. 


Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 


Major 


Major. 


Lieut. Col. 


| Lieut. Col. 


Lieut, Col. 


Lieut, Col. 


Lieut. Col. 
Major 


Lieut, Col. 


ö — Col. 
ieut. Col. 


Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 


13 Maj or 


Major 


Major 
Major 


4 


Major N 


Captain 
Ditto 20 


) 


1774, Sept. 


# 


Date of their preſent 
Commiſſions. 


: * 
* ——— 


12 
15 
10 
10 


Sept. 
1779, June 
1779, June 
1781, Dec. 
1779, Sept. 
a Cadet 

1759, Nov. 
1781, Jan. 1 


ry 


1781, Jan. 
1781, Jan. 
1581, Jan. 6 


1781, Jan. 8 


1781, Jan. 9 
1782, Mar. 4 


178 I, Dec. 


1781, Feb. 


1 757 Sept. 


FY 


| Captain IT: 


1981, July 27 


£75 1781, Jan. . 


1781 


Came Lieut. from 


England 


2978, Sept. 18 


Captain nil 


Ditto- 


Entrance as Cadets 
into the Service. 


* 


Entered as Enſigns. 
1758, Mar. 30 
17 

1758, June 3 
1751, July 8 


1764 
1764, Jan. 
1764, Jan. 


1764, Jan. 


Lieutenant 


: I764, — 10 


1761, Dec. 


„ 1 3 


1760, B. Captain 


Entered as a Cadet 


1757, Sept. 


1766 
1767 


1766, Dec. 4 20 
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Date of their prelent Fotranee ns Cadets 


N AM E'S. . | Raok. Commiſſions. | into the Service 
7 Ge | 
William Lane Major 1781, Sept. 22 1767 
R. E. Roberts - - Maſor 1782, Feb. 1767. Nov. 3 
Henry Haunk ms Major 1782, Feb. 1767 2282 
80 J. Dunn Major 5. WOK. . 
8 5 1 | | 
c Ly 
Butter - - -- - - -' > Major 1782 Oe 1765 
Joſeph Roman - - Captain 2999 _-- | 
90 Vere Warner Hulley - - _ Captain c % Sept. - 1777 
100 0 = : 1770 


Robert Maxwell - - - - 


| 1 - - Captain 1779 | 1767 
| | Robert Denis Captain 1779, Aug. 27 1767 ö 
| 120 ; 
| William Hyde 28 >; „ 1779 4767 
Samuel Hunt Captain 1779, Aug. 29 1779 
John Frieda Captain Aug. 1768 
J. Worſhip - + - - Captain ” 1779 


| 125 Robert Sd - - - Captain ENG 

| | S. Dyer Captain 1779, Sept. 5 1768 
We: - ==  "Captaih 1779, Sept g 
| Hogh Lyon - - - Captain 8 

| George Martyn - - Captain 49579, Sept 4 

| 135 Robert Bruce | 

Corn. Davies 
Robert Gardner, 


140 ee ee 
ö William Alton - - - - - Captain 1779, Septut 1768 | 
| Edmund Lambert Captain 17 80, Jan. 12768, Nov. 

Hu. MDermo tet - - Captain | 

145 „„ I I ON. 255 

Thomas Blai - - < - Capra 1783, Nox. 1768 

450 1 


G. Ed. Barkins b „ tit of Scuptain 


Charles Jackſn - - - - - Captain 
L : | 
| * Jacques - -: - -— Captain © I, 
| 160 E.Sandford - - - Captain — 
; William Denby ---'- - Captain rer, Jan. 1768 
| | John Fenwick - — Captain e 
| | Thomas Edwards - - - -— Captain © 7581, Feb. 15 1769 
5 R. Dalrymple - _ - *Captam , Jan. 1769, Dre. 2 
200 Richard Geber Captain Ditto 1769 
John Witherſtone Captain 1787, Jan, 10 1768 1 
165 William Wood - - - Captain 4781, Jan. 42 | | 
Robert Ogle « - - - Captain 1781, Jan. 
John Tiſdale - - - - Captain 
John Bradly - - - - - - Captain 4981, Jan. 1768 
170 Thomas Cuſt - - Captain 81, Jan. 19 1768 
abet Mackenzie Captain 41875 Jan. 1968 
17.5 David Williams - - -< Captain 
JohnRovjongar ' - - '- Captain 
Abraham Stocker Captain 47871, * 23 1762, Aug. 7 
T. Higgins = - - - - - Captain 2781, Jan. 1769, Nov. 3 
480 Neil Stewart Captam Dieto 1563, July 
James Ae „„ 
8. * „„ 


Captain Jan. 29 476g 


N AM E 8. 


— 


Partick Duff 


William Mackintoſh 


185 T. Derbuke 
Peter Davil - 
P. Douglas 


190 Robert Stewart 


Robert Bomford 
220 


225 

John Powell 

James S. Noke 
Dod worth 

Andrew Pringle 

210 


1 Hilliard .- 
rancis Hodgſon - 


21 
Henry Bruce 4: 2. = - 
Herb. Lloyd WW 
250 George Gowan - 
255 J. Hankſhaw 


Dyſon Marſhall 
J. Somerwell 


John Coningham 


John Kotton - 
260 Samuel Cox 
And. Davidſon 


Daniel Conningham 33 
265 J. Gordon 


N. M Led 
S. Wallis 


George Benell - * 
270 J. Mordant 
Robert Hamilton 


Robert Kerr 


Jonathan Scott 
235 William Scott 
Robert Blair 


Hawkeſfly Hall 


240 John Mowby 
William Kirkpatrick - - 


Charles Scott 
24. 
William Burn 


Gr - 


e 


4 # 


5 
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Rank. 


— — — 


Captain, 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 


Captain 
Captain 
Captain 


Captain 
Captain 


Captain 


--” 


Captain 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 


Captain 


Captain 
Captain 
Captain 
Captrin 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 


Captain 


Capain 


Captain 


Captain 
Captain 


Capt. Lieut, 


Captain 


Captain 


**» 


1769, Oct. 


1781, Jan. 


Appointedin Eng- 
lad in 17665 


Arrived 176g 


1781 


Ditto 
Ditto 


1781 
Ditte 


1 782, Mar, 31 


1781 


April 15 


Date of their preſent Entrance as Cadets 
Commiſſions. 


— 
kid 


into the Service. 


1769 


. 


AP ER N DI xX. No. 22. 


To the King's moſt Excellent Mnjeſty. 


The humble Petition of the Military Officers in the Service of the United 
Company of Merchants trading to the Eaſt-Indies. 


Sheweth, 


THAT by an Act of Parliament paſſed in the —— of our late Gracious Sovereign 
George the Second, intitled “ An Act for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion of Officers 
& and Soldiers in the Service of the ſaid United Company of Merchants, &c. &c.” His 
Majeſty was empowered to frame and iſſue ſuch rules, regulations and articles of war, 
as in his Royal wiſdom ſhould ſeem neceſſary for the better order and good govern- 
ment of the ſaid United Company's officers and ſoldiers, and that His Majeſty accord- 
ingly did frame and iffue- certain rules and articles of war, and in them did de- 
termine the reſpective ranks of His Majeſty's military officers, and thoſe of the ſaid 
Company, by a clauſe which your Petitioners deem neceſſary to recite. ' | 


Section 1 th, Article _— 


: 


e 'The officers of our ſaid land forces ſo employed in the Eaſt-Indies, are on all 
ce detaghments, courts martial, or other duty, wherein they may be joined with the 
* officer's of the ſaid United Company, to command and take poſt of the ſaid 
« United Company's officers, though the commiſſions of the ſaid Company's officers 
e of the like rank ſhould be of older date.“ 4 2 | "oP 

That your Majeſty's Petitioners, conceiving themſelves aggrieved by the above 
clauſe, as it confers a ſuperiority of rank upon your Majeſty's officers, to the great 
prejudice of thoſe in the ſervice of the Eaſt-India Company, reſpectfully beg to lay 
our complaints before your Majeſty's throne, in full confidence that your Majeſty, in 
your royal wiſdom, juſtice, and hberality, which extends to all orders of your ſub- 
jects, will be graciouſly pleaſed to hear our petition and grant us the redreſs we 
pray for. 3 W 8 

P : ; b 8 EN ws . | '» 

Your Pertyioners freely admit, that when His late Majeſty framed the clauſe. we 
complain of, was wiſe and neceffary : The Company's armies were then in their 
infancy, and although their officers were men of ſpirit and enterprize, they were 
ſtrangers to the minutia of military diſcipline, and all the technical parts of their 
profe ſſion. Tt yin As 

But ſince that time, from a variety of well known cauſes, the Company's troops, 
with a few intervals of precarious peace, have been conſtantly under arms, and it 
now may be fairly preſumed, after thirty years of ſpirited experience, during which 
they have generally commanded ſucceſs, and always acquitted themſelves with 
honour, that their officers are and muſt be equal to the diſcharge of all their pro- 
feſſional duties. The ample extent of the Company's territorial poſſeſſions, which 
form one of the richeſt appendages to your Majeſty's Crown, is a valuable proof of 
the above aſſertion, and it is in itſelf the fulleſt and cleareſt teſtimony of your Peti- 
tioners military abilities. | | 


But although your Petitioners conceive the above facts ta be incontrovertable and 
deciſive in their favour, yet in juſtice to themſelves and. gratitude to others, they 
cannot avoid appealing to the candid commendations occaſionally beſtowed on them 
by your Majeſty's officers who have ſucceſſively commanded in India, and more 
eſpecially. to the repeated praiſes publickly given them by Sir Eyre Coote, who they 
are proud of being commanded by at this important criſis, and whoſe approbation 
they eſteem, as the higheſt and moſt honourable teſtimony ſoldiers can obtain or 

wiſh for. | 
| „Ton 
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Your Petitioners further preſume to obſerve, that admitting military knowledge 
to be the reſult of military experience, it follows, that to enable officers to act with 
every advantage in India, when our armies'are compoſed of individuals varying in 
language, cuſtoms, prejudices and religion, a particular local knowledge is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and that your Petitioners from their long ſervices in India, and con- 
ſtant means of acquiring this knowledge, muſt in this reſpect be allowed to poſſeſs 
ſuperior qualifications to the officers in your Majeſty's ſervice, who have been trained 
to arms on a different theatre, 


Your Petitioners further beg leave to obſerve; that the native troops under our 
command, are arrived at a degree of military perfection, that the French and 
other Coloniſts in India, have long endeavoured and deſpaired of. This has given 
our arms a decided aſcendancy in the Eaſtern world, an aſcendency we ſhall always 
maintain, whilſt we act with vigour :—Burt vigour is an effort created by hopes, and 
muſt be preſerved by rewards. Perhaps it will be ſuperfluous to obſerve to your 
Majeſty, that whatever tends to degrade or lefſen any communion df men in their 
own and the eſtimation of others, muſt in its operation and effects be injurious to che 
public welfare, by . the ſprings of human exertion, and either reducing them 
to a ſtate of frigid indifference or torpid inactivity.—Nor is there perhaps an 
| order of perſons, who feel the loſs of official diſtinction and honorary rewards; wit 


greater ſenſibility than military men, 


But whatever are our private feelings, our inviolable loyalty to your Majeſty will 
bow us down in filent ſumbmiſſion to your decrees ;z yet under the painful preſſure of 
an ignominious ſuperceſſion, which wounds our reputations, injures our fortunes, 

and extinguiſhes emulation; we cannot anſwer for our wonted ſpirits and activity. 


It is with the deepeſt, anxiety and concern your Petitioners obſerve, that the 
officers: belonging to the German corps newly raiſed, and lately ſent to India, under 
ſanction of the clauſe we complain of, in like manner with your Majeſty's Britiſh 
officers, will not only rank with us but command us ; this will be a ſpecies of mor- 
tification, which Britons hitherto have never learned to bear, and which we firmly 
truſt your Majeſty's paternal feelings, and juſtice to the nation you prefide over, will 
effectually protect us from. | | 


After theſe ſervices to our country, after theſe honorable teſtimonies in our favour, 
after a painful exile of many years, ſituated in a remote ſection of the globe, ex- 
poſed to a climate unfriendly to our conſtitutions where few ſurvive, and all ſuffer : 
your Petitioners cannot entertain a doubt, but your Majeſty, whoſe juſtice and be- 
neficence is as extenſive as your dominions, will graciouſly condeſccnd to hear our 
petition and grant us our requeſt. | | 


All your Petitioners preſume to ſolicit is, that your Majeſty in your great good- 
neſs, will be pleaſed to authorize and command us to rank on all occaſions in India, 
on a juſt and honourable equality with our own military officers who now are, or 
hereafter may be employed in India, by withdrawing and reſcinding the clauſe already 
recited, which conferred the the partiality of rank, ſo painful humiliating for 
ſoldiers co bear, and which your Petitioners now ſuffering under, earneſtly entreat to 
be relieved from, EE he 


| | | Aud your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. 
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NAME s. | Rank. 


eee 


Gilbert Ironſde 


ames Morgan 
Samuel Hampton 
G. Muir 


. | 
1 Cyres — 


15 Fullarton . 
Claud Martin2z?nim - + 


Anthony Polier 
William Tolley = 


20 Lewis Meſtayer 


- Date of their preſent Entrance as Cadets 


ommiſſions. 


7＋— 


into the Service. 


Colonel 

- - » © Colonel 

| . Colonel - 
Colonel 


Colonel 
Lieut. Col. 


Leut. Col. 


3 1 


25 Robert Kyd - - < + Lieut/ Col. 
e 


nry Watſon + 
Arthur Ahmuty - 
10 James Nicol 


Chriſtopher Knutſon - = 


Patrick Duff - 
W. H. Showers - 
Gabriel Johnſtone 
ohn Mattocks - 
Edward Rawſtone 
E. Mackewain = 


40 


$nan Roberts 


William Duncan 


50 William Clodle += 
Martin Gilpin -- - 


A Balfour - - 


William Popham - - - = 
G. Burrington '- - = - 
: 3505 Erſkine 


ohn Macdonald 
George Wright 


J. Buchanan < - 


Edward Clock  - - - - 
E. Curfy In 


William e 


R. E. Roberts 
Henry Hawkins 
Thomas Gardiner 


55 
Richard Lucas 


2 Leut Col. 
Lieut. Col. 


Lieut. Col. 


Major 
R Major 
- Major 
2 ©Miſer 
- Major 


* . * 


Major 
- * Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Lieut. Col. 
Lieut. Col. 
= - = Major 
- - - * Major 
Major 


"Major 
- -  - "Major 
- Major 

Major 


Major 
- - Mayor 
Major 
Major 


70 Thomas T. Metcalfe 
Edward Clark 


Major 


Thomas Scott - Major 


60 
65 
Joſeph Roman 


go Vere Warner Huſſey -<- 


95 
Walter Bourke - 


Captain 
Captain 


' Lieut; Col. 


af 


17745 Sept. 13 
—— Sept. 15 


1779, June 10 
1779, June 10 


1781, Dee. 
1781, Dec: 1. 


1781 * Feb. 


-. 


1779, Sept. 
1780, Jan. 1 


1781, Jan. 5 


1781, Jan. 6 


1781, Jar 8 
1781, June 9 
1782, Mar. 4 


1781, Jan. 4 


1781, Jan. 1 


1781, Jan. 


1781, Jan. 27 


1781 Sept. 22 
1782 
1782 
1781 


1781, Feb. 4 


1772 


1777, Sept. 28 


Entered as Enf! 
1758, Mar. I 


1758, June 3, 


- 1751, Jan. 
1761, Dec. 


1760 

B. Lieut. Madras 
f B. Capt. Beogal 
1757, Sept. 


1759, Nov. 


Lieut. from 84 
* 536 3- 


pn J an, 


Ditto 
1764, Feb. 


1766, July 


”» 


1766, Dec! 26 


1 764, Enſign 


1766 


** 


1767 


| 1770, Feb. 
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I20 


8 


170 


195 


NAMES. Rank. 
T. Bolten. 2 * — = Captain 
x00 Arthur Caldwell Captain 
Charles Herbert White Captain 
105 Samuel Farmer - - - Captain 
G. Menſgde Captain 
Mark Wood » } - 
James Denty - - - Captain 
J. Dunn 3 Captain 
Juſtly Hill! Captain 
G. Deare - - - - - - Captain 
L. Butler Major 
William Hyde Captain 
Samuel Hunt - - - Captain 
John Friend - - - Captain 
J. Worſhip - - < - Captain 
125 Robert Limond (- ' - Captain. 
Robert Maxwell - - --- ä Captain 
115 E Had 101 Captain | 
Robert Baillie - - - - - Captain, 
Robert Denis - - - Captain 
155 | 
Leonard Jacques - - — Captain 
E. Sandford - - -:-- Captain 
William Denby - - =< - Captain 
John Meredith - - Captain 
Hugh Lyon Captain 
John Witherſtone - - — Captain 
George Martyn - - - - - Captain 
Robert Bruce -. - - - Capie 
Corn. Davis Captain 
Robert Gardner - - - - - Captain 
; Elmund Lambert - - — Captain 
150 A. Macdonald - - - Captain 
J homas Blair - - - - Captain 
(GG. Ed. Baker _- - +» - <= Canamn 
Charles Jackſon - - - - - Captain 
F. Higgins - - - Captain 
180 Neil Stewart - - Captain 
James Pringle - - - Captain 
165 William Wood - < = Captain 
Robert Ogle - - - - - - Captain 
John Fifdale - - - - - - Captain 
John Bradly - - - - - - Captain 
Thomas Cuſt - - - - Captain 
175 Jacob Mackenzie Captain 
JohnBovjonies - - Captain 
Abraham Stocker = - Captain 
Andrew Pringle - - - Captain 
Jabet Mackenzie - - - Captain 
J. Knowles Captain 
Patrick Duff - - - Captain 
William Mackintoſh - - Captain 
Peter Davis Ditto 20 
P. Donglas — Captain 
190 Robert Stewart Captain 


Date of their preſent Entrance as Cadets 
Commiſſions. into the Service 


1788, Sept. 8 


20 Ditto | 
1778 * 1968 Hg 
1778, Sept. hy Ditto 
I782, 5 1768 | 
1775, _— 17. 

_ 150 

$ 176 
1782 „„ e 
1779 — We 
1779, Aug. 26 1 
4 5 
1778, Aug. i Jo: ors 54 
1799 - . +2 8893: 
1778 Aug 
1779 


487 
1779» Augs 5 A 8097 


= - + ww 


1781, Jan. 9 9 1768 | 
1781, Jan. f | 


178 1, Jan. 10 
1779, Ay rf a 


1780, Nov. , ' 1768 _.. 


11781, Jan. 23 + 1779,»Aug; 


1784, Jan. 4 1779, July 


178, Jan. 11 
1781, Jan. 12 


1781, Jan. 1760 
Ditto 1769 
1781, Jan. | 
1779, Ang. 
1769, Drc. 
1781, Jan. 23 1769 
1781, Sept 1769. July 
1781, Feb. 
* 29 


C2 ) 


270 


J. Mordaunt + 


7 | TY Date of their proſent 
* A M Ki... - Rank. —— 2 2 

John Fenwick — — Captain and 5 
Thomas Edwards - Captain 1 | 
John Powell Captain, 1782, Feb. 20 

205 f 1 : 

has 8. Nock Captain 1781, Jan. 1769 
Hawkley Fall - - - Captain 17981 - 1971 
245 John Hilliard Captain 1781, Jan. 1769, Dec. 
Francis Hodgſon - - Captain 1761, Jan, 1769. Nov. 
Henry Brue Captain 1781; March 7 

Herb. Lloyd — — 8 — 

220 7 | | a 

Rebert Nantes C _. 

Robert Hamilton aptain 1299 = +. - 226d Sept. 
Robert Kerr - - ++ Captain Ditto IRE | 1863 

230 Jonathan Scott - - Captain Ditto - 4 | 

235 William Scott Captain Ditto 1771 

Robert Blair - - = -» Captain Ditto - 1770 

Robert Bomford - - Captain 1781, Jan. 1770 

Andrew Davidſon - - Captain ; | 

William Kirkpatrick Captain 19% +. - 1771 

Charles Scott 2 - - Capt. Lieut, April 1781 

245 

Willam Burn - - - - - Captain 

John Falls - - - - - < Captain 1781 1771 

250 George G. ↄ - - Captain EF 

255 J. Hawkſhaw - - Captain 1781 - 1771 

Dyſon Marſhal - - - + - 3 1771 

J. Somerwell - - Captain | 
Coningham '- - Captain by 1771 

Joh Rotton - - =» - +» + Captain 1771 

260 Samuel Cox - - = Captain | 

Daniel Couningham - - - Captin' - 

265 J. Gordon - - - - Captain * Ons . 

1 ppointed a Ca- Arrived in India 

Neh. Weagh | arten det i in 1768. May 1769. 
S. Walter - - - - - - - Capain 

George Birrill - - - - < Captain 


C an ) 


A PP E N D I X. No. 14: 


Extract of General Letter from Bengal, dated 2 34 October, 1783. 


SINCE. writing. the foregoing part of this letter, we have received a Memorial 
ſigned by the field officers and captains on the eſtabliſhment, and. addreſſed to you, 
in which they entreat the favour of your interceſſion and application by petition to 
the King, or to Parliament, to obtain for your officers an equality in rank, with His 
_ Majeſty's officers bearing the ſame commiſſions in any ſervice upon which they 


.. 


might act together. | ee e A bi. 


We have already treated on this ſubje& in the 162d. paragraph of this letter; and 
now beg leave to conclude it with recommending this petition to your ſerious atten- 


tion, countenance, and ſupport. | 
4 19787 


Extract of Letter from the Right Honourable Lord Sydney, to the Chairman and 
| Deputy Chairman, dated 27th November, 1784. 


AS the number of His Majeſty's troops by the return of the five battalions, which 

are now ſuppoſed to be embarked and upon their paſſage to Europe, will be very 
. . confiderably diminiſhed, it ſeems expedient that the King's three major- generals now 

ſerving in India, | ſhould be ordered to return home, and upon that ſubject His 
Majeſty's commands will be taken before the departure of General Sloper. cot 

It is to be hoped that theſe arrangements will tend in ſome degree, to put a ſtop 
to the conſequences of the late diſſentions upon the Coaſt of Coromandel, and as the 
King's ſervants intend. to reſume the gonſideration of the military eſtabliſhment in 
India without delay, I have ſome reaſon to believe, that before the next ſhip after 
the Packet ſhall be ready to depart for your ſettlements, ſuch further regulations will 
be agreed upon, as may prevent all future diſcontents, and that the reſpective ranks 
of the King's and Company's: officers will be ſo ſettled, that neither party may have 
reaſon to complain of irregular and unuſual promotions. 


» 
. 


4 


— 


_ * * 


* 
e - 
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Extract of the Company's Letter to Bengal, dated the 2 1ſt July, 17866. 


Par. 36. WE were in hopes before this time that ſome arrangement would have taken 
place relative to the reſpective ranks of the King's and Company's officers, ſo as that 
neither party would have reaſon to complain of irregular and unuſual promotions. 

But as no arrangement of this nature has yet taken place, and being deſirous of 
bringing the matter to a concluſion, We hereby direct, that Lord Cornwallis do 
take the ſubject into conſideration, and tranſmit to us the reſult of his deliberations, 
accompanied by ſuch; a plan as, in his lordſhip's eſtimation will put an end to all 
future animoſities, that we may immediately ſubmit the ſame to the conſideration of 


His Majeſty's: Miniſters. " 


Par. 37. We have directed Sir Archibald Campbell, to communicate his ideas 
upon the ſubje& to Lord Cornwallis, in order to affiſt his lordſhip in the forma- 
tion of the intended regulations. | TR | | 


— 
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APPEND I X, No. 15. 


. My Lord, 


WE have communicated to the Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, your 
Lordſhip's letter of the 3oth of laſt month, incloſing the King's warrant to enliſt a 
number of recruits not exceeding 2500 men for 5 years, for which we are 
much obliged to your Lordſhip, and we are deſired to acquaint your Lordfhip, that 
in obedience to His Majeſty's commands, the Right Honourable the Secretary at 
War, ſhall be acquainted from time to time as ſoon as the number of recruits -is 
compleated, on board each of the Company's ſhips at Graveſend, that an officer 
may be ſent on board to examine them before they proceed on their voyage. 


We are very reſpectfully, 
5 
e e ee » nw 
e To'nit Moſt obedient humble Servants, 
Ell Anda Hoſe”: an 7! 2* + 264 JOHN MOTTEUX. 
1ſt November, 1787. is | NATH. SMITH. 


Right Honourable Lord Sydney. 
A PP E N DI X, No. 16. 


My Lord, 


WE are deſired by the Court of Directors of che Eaſt-India Company, to acquaint 
your Lordſhip, that the Court have been under the neceſſity of taking recruits be- 
tween 20 and 30 years of age at five feet ſive inches, and ſtout lads under 20 years 
of age at five feet two inches high, in order that ſuch officer who may be appointed 
by the Secretary at War, to ſee the recruits before the ſhips ſail from Graveſend, 
may not object to thoſe who come within the above deſcription, and that the Court 
may be informed of the name and addreſs of the officer, in order that the earlieſt 
intimation may be given him from time to time, when the recruits by each ſhip are 
compleated and ready for inſpection. | | "SIT" 


We are my Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's, 


©» Moſt obedient humble Servants, 
Eaſt-India Houſe, JOBN MOTTEUX. 
the 2oth November, 1787. | 2 is NATH. SMITH. 


Right Honourable Lord Sydney. 


APPENDIX. 
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APPEND I X, No. 15: 


Paragraphs propoſed, but negatived by the Court, 21ſt November, 1787. 


IN order to aſſiſt us in determining on the beſt mode to be adopted for carrying into | 
effect His Majeſty's moſt gracious permiſſion, for our appointing the following officers 


to the four additional regiments to be raiſed for ſervice in India, viz. 
1 Lieutenant Colonel, 3 Majors. 14 Captains. 44 Lieutenants. . 16 Enſigns. 


We convened a Board of General and Field Officers, upon whoſe report we have 
come to the following Reſolutions. | 


“That the ſelection to be made for: furniſhing the quotas for the different regi- 
©* ments be given in option to the eldeſt officers of each rank at Bengal, Madras, or 
© Bombay, to accept of His Majefty's gracious permiſſion of being transferred from 
the Company's to the King's ſervice. an 0 


© That the re e ſo to be ſelected for the four regiments, be ſet- 
ce tiled by the actual ſtate of the total number of officers on the three eſtabliſhments, 
© fapernumerarics included, on the arrival of the Court's orders in Indiaz that 
&« is to ſay: | 


« As the number of any rank on the three eſtabliſhments, 

« Is to the number of the ſame rank to be nominated by the Company. 
« Sois thenumber of that rank on each eſtabliſhment reſpectively, 

« To the number of the ſame rank to be taken from that eſtabliſhment.” 


We have already adviſed you of Lieutenant Colonel Hartley, of the Bombay 
eſtabliſhment, having been appointed to the Lieutenant Colonelcy of Colonel Aber- 
_ crombie's regiment, and that our Governor General has been authorized to appoint 
Alexander Roſs, Eſq. a Major in-one of the propoſed regiments; William Kirk- 
patrick, Eſq. and Lieutenant Alexander Apſley, to commiſſions of the ſame rank 
they hold in the Company's ſervice, optional in them to accept it; that is, ſuch 
of our officers on the Bombay eſtabliſhment, as may, according to theſe orders, 
wiſh to accept of His Majeſty's Commiſſions, be appointed to the King's regiments 
deſtined to that Preſidency; theſame with reſpe& to Madras and Bengal; and as 


there are a greater number of ſupernumerary officers at the latter place than the two 
former, it is from thence the deficiency in the regiments of the other two Prefi- 


dencies are to be ſupplied; and that officers by brevet be conſidered as ſupernume- 
raries in the ranks they hold. 


Previous to our making theſe arrangements, we think it neceſſary to acquaint you, 
that we came to the following Reſolution : _- : 


« Reſolved, That all officers, in the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company, who ſhall 
* accept of commiſſions in his Majeſty's ſervice, ſhall from that time be eſteemed to 
“ to have relinquiſhed the Company's ſervice.” | 


Theſe points being adjuſted, we had in contemplation to addreſs His Majeſty on 
the hardſhips ſuſtained by the Company's officers, in reſpe& to rank, when on ſervice 
with the King's troops. p 10 880 


But as in a late diſpatch from Earl Cornwallis, whoſe opinion we had required upon 
the ſubject, his Lordſhip has promiſed to tranſmit to us by the firſt ſhip his ideas 


thereon, we have thought it neceſſary to poſtpone the further conſideration thereof 
for the preſent, we however deſire that you will make known to all the officers upon 
| your 


* 


* 
? ; 
4 
. 
1% 
q 
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your eſtabliſhment, that immediately after the receipt of the expected advices from 


Lord Cornwallis, we will reſume the buſineſs, and endeavour to procure for them 
an equality of rank with the King's officers, in all caſes where His Majeſty's and the 
Company's troops may act in conjunction. 


— 


— ¶ — — OY 


A P P E N DI X, No. 18. 


—— EE 


To thhe Right Honourable Lord Sydney. 
2 My Lord, 5 | 


As we have not been honoured with an anſwer to our letter of the 2oth inſtant, 
we beg leave to acquaint your Lordſhip, that the recruits by the ſhips Barwell and 
Deptford, now in the Hope, are complete, and a Committee of Directors, will pro- 
ceed to Graveſend on Saturday next, to examine into the ſtate of thoſe ſhips, we are 
to requeſt that the Right Honourable the Secretary at War will be pleaſed to inſtruct 
theolicer, who is to view the recruits, to be on board at the time. The Barwell 


carries 220 German recruits for His Majeſty's I4th and 15th Hanoverian regiments 


in India, and the Deptford about the ſame number of recruits. for the Company's 
ſervice. . 


We are, very reſpectfully, My Lord, 


3 


| Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervants, 


Eaſt- India-Houſe, | (Signed) JOHN MOTTEUX. 
22d November, 1787. ifs fong WOW NAS SMETR” » 


"AE N DI X, No. 19. 
To the Chairman of the Eaſt- India Company. 


I HAVE communicated to the other Members of the Board, the Reſolution of 
the Court of Directors of the 21ſt November, which I received from you, and the 
Deputy Chairman, a few days ago. We are all equally impreſſed with the importance 
of the ſubject, and feel ourſelves as anxious as any of the Directors can be; that every 
proper attention ſhould be paid to the fituation and feelings of the meritorious offi- 
cers in the ſervice of the Eaſt-India Company. The paragraphs in the diſpatches 
to which I formerly referred you, are proofs that this ſubje& has not eſcaped our 
early attention, and the late communication of rank in his own army, offered by His 
Majeſty, to no leſs than 78 officers, in the ſervice of the Eaſt-India Company, 
is a further proof that no opportunity is omitted of repreſenting our ſentiments 
to His Majeſty, in the manner we underſtood to be moſt conducive to the intereſts 
of your officers, And from the ſame motive it is that we wiſhed, that before adopt- 
ing any general ſyſtem, to be furniſhed with a report from the Governors of your 
ſertlements abroad, what, in their opinion, would moſt effectually tend to anſwer 
the object we have in view. We wiſhed for ſuch a report, becauſe we have 
the beſt reaſon to know, that they feel cordially and impartially on this ſubject; 
and from their ſituations have the beſt opportunities of being informed what 

arrangements, under all the prefent circumſtances of the government of India, would 


moſt completely accord with the ſentiments of your officer ſerving there, But al- 
though this mode of conducting the buſineſs is moſt conſonant to our opinions, we 
are far from wiſhing to avoid a diſcuſſion of it with the Court of Directors, but in 


doing 


C85) 


doing-ſo-you muſt bo aware that the ſubject leads to much more detail than probably 
you have yet given to it. We have _ directions for the purpgſe of being 
authentically informed what ate the number of officers now in your ſervice, with the 
dates of their commiſſions. Being furniſhed with this information, we ſhall then be 
ready to enter into further detail, from which we ſhalt be enabled to judge of the full 
extent of your propoſition, and the conſequences to which it neceſſatily leads. 


In alluding to your propoſition, we deſire to be diſtinctly underſtood not to refer 
to the concluding part of your reſolution. The idea of diminiſhing any part of the 
Britiſh forces now 1n India, or in contemplation to be ſent there, is ſo adverſe to what 
we conceive to be for the welfare and ſecurity of His Majeſty's dominions in India, we 
cannot allow ſuch an idea to enter into any further diſcuſſion to take place be- 
Tween us. A | | | | 
T have the honour to be, Sir, 


| . Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
India Board, Whitehall, cnc 
zgth Nov. 1787. HENRY DUNDAS. 


AFP E N D I X. No. 20. 


To the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
* to the Eaſt-Indies. 
Gentlemen, 


The Right Honoutable the Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India, having had un- 
der conſidetation the Minute of the Court of Directors of the 5th inſtant, I am di- 
rected by them to acquaint you that the general ſubject to which that Minute re- 
lates, being connected with objects of more extenſive concern than thoſe to which 
their commiſſion is confined, they have thought proper to ſubmit it to His Majeſty's 
confidential ſervants for their conſideration, in order that they may receive His Ma- 


jeſty's pleaſure upon it 


„ a 


But that they think it neceſſary explicitly to inform the Court of Directors of their 


reſolution, not to concyr with them in any ſuch repreſentation to the King, as that 
which is mentioned in the concluſion of their Minute; as they entirely difapprove of 
the object, to which ſuch a 13 would be directed, and ſtill more of the 


terms in which that object is deſcribed in the Minute. 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 


Whitehall, | LI EY 
th December, 1289. C. W. BOUGHTON ROUSE. 


8 


A P P E N DI X, No. 21. 
The Honourable Court of Directors of the United Eaſt-India Company. 


Honourable Sirs, 


I The late appointment of four regiments from His Majeſty's ſervice, to be perma- 
nently ſtationed in India, "—_ renewed the anxiety of the Company's officers rel- 
ecting the preference which has hitherto been given againſt them, not only to His Ma- 


\eſty's officers but alſo to thoſe of the Foreign troops ſent out by Government to India. 
9 | A Meeting 


4 
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A Meeting of the Company's officers was held on Monday the 1oth inſtant, to con- 


pore the proper means for repeating their petition to the Throne, for redreſs on that 
ubject. 1% 


| We the Committee choſen on that occaſion, perceiving the neceſſity of clearly un- 
derſtanding the grounds on which we are to proceed in a matter of ſo great impor- 
tance, have done ourſelves the honour of waiting on your Honourable Court, to re- 
queſt that you will pleaſe to inform us what ſteps have been taken in conſequence of 
the petition tranſmitted to Europe by the Company's officers in 1784. | 


We beg leave alſo to obſerve, that in conſequence of the plan propoſed by Govern- 
ment, a great part of the officers are to be appointed to the aforeſaid four regiments 
from the Company's military eſtabliſhment, whereby the officers of the ſeveral ranks 
remaining in the Company's ſervice will have that ſevereſt of all mortifications, the 
being ſuperceded by thoſe whom for a ſeries of years they have commanded, 


And we further beg leave on the part of our conſtituents, and of the whole body of 
our brother officers in India, to entreat that your Honourable Court will pleaſe to 
aſſiſt us with your advice and inſtruction, and to ſupport us with your influence, that 


we may attain this great eſſential point of juſtice, which is neceſſary for the ſatisfac- 
tion of ſo conſiderable a body of public ſervants. 


With the greateſt reſpect, we are, Honourable Sirs, 


Your moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervants, 


London, | 3 

12th December, 1787. H. A. M. Coſby, Colonel, Madras. 
Wm. Popham, Lieut. Col., Bengal. 
James Browne, Major, Bengal. 
John Scott, Major, Bengal. 
A. W. Hearſey, Capt, Bengal. 
Fr. Js. Chriſtie, Capt. Bombay. 
Mich. Symes, Lieut., Bengal. 


——————— — — ___—_—— 


J 


The Honourable Court of Directors for the Affairs of the United Eaſt-India 
Company. | 


Honourable Sirs, 


WE beg leave in behalf of our conftituents to return our hearty thanks to your 
Honourable Court for the aſſurance you have been pleaſed to give, that you will 
exert your influence to obtain the redreſs which the Company's military officers have 
ſo deeply at heart. PYRO | 


We alſo requeſt that your Honourable Court will encreaſe that obligation by com- 
municating to this Committee, from time to time, ſuch circumſtances as it may be 
proper and expedient for them to know, eſpecially the expected deciſion of Lord 
Cornwallis, when it ſhall have been received. | | 


We 


(21) 


We ſhould have done ourſelyes the honour. of addrefling your Honourable Coutt 
ſooner, but that we thought it Proper firſt to communicate with our conſtituents, 


which we did on Saturday the 15th inſtant. 


We are, with great reſpect, Honourable Sirs, 


| | _ Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
| I = 1 ne * * - O 0 
e | p Ate Wm. 5 rag 
| * James Browne. 
John Scott. 
A. W. Hearſey. 
Capt. Chriſtie. 
Michl. Symes. 


AP P E N D JI X, No. 23. 


Me Memorial and Petition of the Court of Direftors of the United Company of, Merchants of 
England Trading 10 the Eaft-Indies, in behalf of the ſaid United Company,  -- 


Moſt humbly ſheweth, | O 


THAT your petitioners conceiving the intereſt of the Eaſt- India Company of the 
higheſt national concern, and confidering themſelves to be mere truſtees ating under 
delegated powers from their conſtituents, and circumſcribed, in various inſtances, 
by legiſlative authority intended to inforce regularity and œcOmy in the manage- 
ment of the Company's affairs, feel themſelves impelled, in diſcharge of their duty, 
to crave leave to approach Your Majeſty with their moſt dutiful and humble repre- 
ſentation concerning a meaſure which they have every reaſon to fear may be attended 
with very fatal conſequences. | | | 


The meaſure to which your petitioners allude, is that of ſending out to India four 
new regiments of infantry, to conſiſt of 7 10 men each, fully officered. Your peti- 
tioners moſt gratefully acknowledge Your Majeſty's parental care in Your Majeſty's 

racious intention of adopting this meaſure for the protection of the poſſeſſions in 
Tadia, at a time when there was reaſon to fear this country would ſoon be involved in 
war, and that the Eaſt-Indies would probably have firſt attracted the enemy's atten- 
tion: in this ſtate of urgency your petitioners thankfully accepted Your Majeſty's moſt 
| gracious offer, conceiving, that, in the then ſtate of pnblic affairs, it would have 
been exceedingly difficult to get men to increaſe their eſtabliſhments and that the ne- 
ceſſity of the caſe would juſtify or excuſe their overlooking every other conſideration; 
but the ſubſequent happy change iin public affairs has been ſuch, as deſtroys the poſ- 
ſibility of any ſuch juſtifications or excuſe to your petitioners, and renders it abſolutely 
neceſſary for them (in humble imitation of what your Majefty has done upon this oc- 
caſion, on behalf of the public) to reſort to that plan of œcomy and regularity 
which the laws have laid down for their conduct, and more eſpecially as the antici- 
pated revenues and the enormous incumbrances under which the Company is now 
labouring, point out the abſolute neceſſity of the moſt rigid and exact œcοomy, 


That your petitioners have moſt ſerupulouſſy obeyed the laws, (24 Geo. 3. cap, 25. 
ſec. 40.) made with a view-to promote every practicable retrenchment and reduc- 
c tion in their civil and military eſtabliſhments in India, for retrenching unneceſſary 

* expences, and for introducing a juſt and laudable conomy in every branch there- 
% of,” and in conformity thereto, your petitioners in concurrence with the Right 
Honourable the Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India, have aſcertained a peace eſta- 
bliſhment, under which upwards of 500 ſupernumerary officers of different ranks 
have been reduced upon terms of allowing full pay to ſuch of them as remain in India; 
and half pay to ſuch as have returned to Europe. w | 

our 
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Your petitioners moſt thankfully. acknowledge Your Majeſty'a. gracious attention 
to ap licktions made to Your Majeſty's DIE the col ee. the late war, in 
with drawtn from India the officers belonging to Your Majeſty's regiments which 
were moſt deficient, and in drafting the men into regiments EY of greater 
numbers, towards the completion of their full complements, whereby a conſiderable 
expence was ſaved to the Company; and your petitioners are thereby encouraged to 
hope that Your Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to liſten to their preſent petition. 
And they beg leave humbly to repreſent that the number of men thus propoſed to be 
ſent to India, will not be greater than are now wanted to complete thoſe. corps of 
Europeans already ſerving in India. Your petitioners have not been apprized of any 
circumſtances which may make it neceſſary to encreaſe the eſtabliſhment ſettled as 
above-mentioned, yet they do not wiſh to reſiſt theopinion of Your Majeſty's miniſters, 
of ſtrengthening the military force in India; therefore admitting new regiments to be 
neceſſary to be ſent after thoſe already there ſhall be completed, your petitioners 
doubt not of being able, with the aſſiſtance of Your Majeſty's miniſters, to raiſe a 
ſufficient number of men for the purpoſe, and to officer ſuch men from the Company's 
ſupernumerary officers, in which mode a great ſaving of expence would be made, and 
the Court of Directors will be freed from any 2 of being charged with evading 
the act of parliament of (44. Ges. 3. cap. 25. fec. 41.) by which they are enjoined, . T'o 
&* make promotions according to ſeniority, and are forbid ſending any greater number 
of perſons to India, than are neceſſary to ſupply vacancies.” Your petitioners cannot 
help expreſſiug their fears, that the number of new officers to be ſent to India with 
the propoſed regiments, may be conſidered on the part of your petitioners, as an eva- 


fion of the ſaid act. 


Your petitioners wie ne Majeſty's indulgence in allowing them to ftate another 
objection againſt the meaſure of ſending out new regiments in time of peace, and that 
too as a permanent ſyſtem. Important as your petitionefs conceive what they have 
already ſtated, they conſidet the diſcontent which muſt ariſe from the ſupetceſſion of 
the Company's ſenior officers in India, as abundantly,claiming the pre- eminence in the 
conſideration of this meaſure. a : 5 1 * 


As the law now ſtands, every officer bearing your Majeſty's eommiſſon in India. 
takes place of the Company's officers holding commiſſions of the ſame rank, junior 
officers thus commanding ſeniors, even whilſt the aſſiſtance of your Majeſty's forces 
in India was conſidered only as temporary, has occaſioned very great diſſatisfaction 
and jealouſy ; the officers in the new regiments will ſupercede above 1800 officers, 


- Your petitioners moſt reſpectfully intreat your Majeſty, to advert to the ſituation 
of 1800 gentlemen, full of militaty ardour, and with the higheſt ſenſe of having de- 
| ſerved well of their country, degraded in their own eyes, in the eyes of their own 
troops, in thoſe of their fellow ſubjetts, and in thoſe of all Hindoſtan, by the ad- 
vancement over them of the officers of four regiments, and that in perpetuity, The 
bearing your Majeſty's commiſfionſfor life, and riſing regularly through all the ranks of 
the Britiſh military ſervice, is an honourable diſtinction. The Company's office 
though in a leſs dignified ſphere, are equally deſerving of your Majeſty's favour an 
protection, their loyalty is as firm, their courage as tried, their ſervices in propor- 
tion as conſpicuous, in fighting the battles of the Company, they have augmented the 
poſſeſſions from which the ſtate derives great advantage, and extended the boundaries 
of your Majeſty's empire; Your Saenger with all humility, crave leave to ſub-« 
mit to your Majeſty, that the meaſure cannot fail to breed jealouſies and diſguſt, 
which may obſtru that unanimity which alone can enable them to act with vigour 
and effect. be ant deere | ion oe 
Your petitioners, though encouraged by the peculiar incident of the preſent mo+ 
ment, as the moſt favourable for this, their moſt humble ſupplication, have long 
been apprized of the Complaint, and have long apptehended its effects. Petitions 
have been already preſented to your,Majeſty from the Company's officers in India. To 
remove this grievance, and at the ſame. time, to gratify à body of men who look up 
co your Majeſty with a well earned conſciouſneſs of repeated fucceſs; your petitioners 
confidently hope, that your Majeſty will now be pleaſed graciouſly to comply with 
uch petitions, and to grant equality of rank, according to the dates of their ſeveral 
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komntniffioßs, to the Company's officers with your Majeſty's officers whilſt ſerving 


in India. 


Your petitioners beg to expreſs their readineſs ro pay All expences occaſioned 
in conſequence of your Majeſty's orders for raiſing the ſaid four regiments, and being 
perſuaded, that, with the afſiſtance of your Majeſty's miniſters, they ſhall be able to 
raiſe any force that may be thought neceſſary for the defence of the Eaſt- Indies, upon 
terms infinitely leſs burthenſome. to the Company ; they feel themſelves impelled 
by every confideration of public duty, by a neceſſary attention to the finances of the 
Company, by 4 ſenſe of juſtice to individuals, by a — obedience to the legiſla- 
ture, but above all, by their —_— of the effect the meaſure may pro- 
duce in India, humbly to implore, chat your Majeſty will graciouſly condeſcend to 
this their humble requeſt, by withdrawing the, ſaid four regiments, and to give 
2 petitioners ſuch other relief as to your Majeſty, in your royal wiſdom ſhall 

meet. | | | 3 | 
And your petitioners, as in duty. bound, will ever pray. 


1 


AP S No. 24. 


Accovvr of the Deficiency in the King's Regiments ſerving in India, ſhewing the 

Amount by which ſuch-Deficiency would augment the Foo Lacks per Annum, 
payable for each Regiment of 1168, if it ſhall be determined that the Regiments 
are to be paid for at that Rate, whether complete or not. . 


bs. S TR E N OI R. 


001 :ft Jan. 1785,—1ft Jan. 1786. —1ft Feb. 1787. 
36th Foot — 5970 


an — , — vor 
52d = 0 $f of 5 — 889 699 ich — 
73d now 1j 173 — 384 — 994 
78th now 7ad PUR _ E 
Abe ni We eb 9 3611 
A uverxage ſtrengtim — 3607 IS 
ne ee © 1, Deficiency 2063 — 1747 = 190 


ih 
Average deficiency, — 1913 
. x TOOpLE 0 30 e e I OY 1 wh 5 4 5 ' $, 8 p 
On the 1ſt January 1785, there remained of four regiments to be incorporated 10 
the above 1086, great part of which probably joined and leſſened the deficiency then 
443 03 gun 30+: 29 4/9" 8 

The eſtabliſhment ſhould have been 1168 for 4 regiments and 848 
for the other, total g520 3 Which at 2 lacks per tegiment of. 11688 4 
would have amounted per annum to —— — Ct. Rs. 9.45. 206 


** t 1 * W 2 5 1 2 *. 1 7391 130 
But if the above ſtrength are to be paid for as if compleat, the 
amount will be as follows: | We. ho nee, e Fg 


— — — — 


- If 5 520 coſt Ct. Rs. 9.45. 206 what will 3607 coſt, making — 6.17.63 
* 6 1 1798 


Therefore if the effective ſtrength ſhall be paid for as compleat, it a | x tun $5 
will be an exceſs of / — — Ct. Rs. 3.27.5669 
55 —_— Making 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 


{ 39 


Making the coſt of 1168 amount to Ct. Rs. 3-06.000 per annum inſtead of 2 lacks. 


Eaſt-India Houſe, OO Win. WRIGH 7. 
22d January, 1788. (Errors W Auditor of Indian Accouuts. 


Return of the Private unbente on the Company's Military Eſtabliſhments i in India, 
and the probable Deficiencies therein, at the time the Recruits _— out this Seaſon 
will arrive in India. 


INFANTRY. 7 ARTILLERY. J 10 TAL. 


—.— _ _ — [nm nr — 22 
Deficien - | | 1 | J 
Strength ſey at the Strength 
Eſtabliſn · by the laſſſdate of | Eſtabliſh [by the laſt Deficĩen · [Eſtabliſh Strength. Defi- 
ment. returns. [the laſt ment. freturns. ſcy. ment. I ciency. 


returns. 
Yor Tal F rn 
Bengal - - 3264 | 1917 | 1347 | 840 70% 1334704 2624 | 1480 
Madras - - pi > T175 | 1001] 560 | 525 35 | 2736 | 1700 | 1036 
Bombay - 1088 | 648 | 440 280 | 251 29 | 1368 | 899 | 469 


6528 3740 2788 | 1680 | 1483 | 197 | 8208 | 5223 2985 


Deficiency at the date of the laſt returns received from India, viz. 


January 1787 | — — — 1 298 3 
Recruits ſent out laſt ſeaſon — Da a 8 Ir : 


Deficiency on the 2 of the recruits ons out laſt ſeaſon, ſup- 
poſing no caſualties on the voyage or in pon, Hon the date of the 


return to the arrival of recruits * — 25 bo os 4 
But it appears by the beſt calculation chat can bis made that the 

caſualties of a year have amounted to about — Fi 1100 
So that the deficiency now exiting would de 1 58 


And by the time of the arrival of recruits now going out probably - 
300 or 400 more in proportion to the annual caſualties above calculated. 


23 - 


14 + 


- — 


East lade Hooſep tot == ORG, Wm. WRIGHT. 
th January, 1788. (Errors excepted.) Auditor of Indian Accounts. 


— 


An Ales of the Number of Rico neceſſary” to be ente out this Seaſon to compleat 
the King's Regiments now in India, including Hanoverians according to the lateſt 
Return, "calculating. the probable; Deficiency har will ariſe between the Date of chat 
Return, and the Arrival of the Reervits to be ſent.” * 


Number wanting to compleat the eltabliſhment of one regiment of Light 
\- Dragoons, five regiments 'of Foot Britiſh, and two regiments of Hanoverians 
according to the lateſt return, dated Iſt February, 789%.) e eee A 5 
Recruits ſent out ſeaſon 1786, 1787, arrixed fines date of the bre Return 1280 
Number deficient on the arrival of the recruits, ſuppoſing none died on 
the voyage, and no Ng ara: in India from the date of the return to the 


arrival of recruits - nod: wad lat 400 ue es 
But it appears by a com mpiration of the, anqual- deficiencies, that the 55 980 

caſunlry of a year 2 t about dns wy wy 5 8“ 

10 that the - age required to be ſent out this ſeaſon will be ins, 236 4 


and by the time of the arrival of recruits now going out, probably 300. more 
in proportion to the annual caſualties above calculated. WIT) 


53 3 ; 

Fall lade Houſe, n 2 Ho 1. WII. WR 1 G H . 5 

21ſt Januaty, 1788. I rors > te ) ® Auditor of Indian Accounts. mY 
no; ,cv2 9 $0 3,4 = 


; 1 0 
An A 0 COUNT, ſhewing the Eſtimate Expence of four King's $ 
Regiments intended for India, with a Calculate of the difference of 


Expence if the Company were to raiſe and ſend out the Number of 
Privates contained in thoſe Regiments, wihout Officers. 


Propoſed Strength of a Regiment 1s 4 
40 Commiſſioned Officers and Staff. | | 
802 Non-commiſſioned and Private. « 


848 | | | 
—— , a i . ; | : ; Cr. | Cr. 
Proportioned Expence' of two Lacks of Cur- ſin Cantonments.| In the Field. 


rent Rupees per Ann, for a Regiment of 145,200 [145,200 
1168, will be for the above Number | — 
Say at 25. L. 145 20 12. 14520 12 


Other Allowances as follow: " 


MaDRas ESTABLISHMENT | | 


Gravatty allowed by the Company to make the Pay of eacli Rank 
_ to the Company's ay, will amount 'for a Regiment 
0 


848 to — — — — — 66241 12 of 6241 12 i 

Oil and Peon, Stationary, and Horſe Allowances — _ — 174 14 ..cf- 903.16 :.6 | 
Allowance to each Private for Poundage 125. 2d. per Ann. each] 431 8 4 431 18 4 | 
Batta. qj„ü„ AA . — ——,;̃ / een 5 ö 
| | \ 


-This is only allowed, in Cantonments or Garriſons to | 

| Officers commanding” therein, it is here ſuppoſed | 8. | ö 
nat the Field Officers of His Majeſty's Regiment will _ | N 
generally hold ſuch Commands. k 


7 


Houſe-Rent to Officers, who have no Quarters found, at 241. | \ | 
each per Ann. the Amount yncertain. | | | | 


[ 
| 
bc | 


IF 1 the King 8 Officers have atditional Brevet Rank, an TR. "os 1 | 
= | is incurred as follows: | 
In Cantonments. In the Field. 1 l 
Colonel, if a Major General — £.1876 2 — L. 2656 8 © | | 
Lieut. Colonel, if a Colonel — 915 — 714 © o | 7 
Major, if a Lieut. Colonel — 230 3 — 370 17 8 1 N | 
Captain, if r [T7 773, 9.5, 818 12 00 


1. 2370 10 L. 4259 17 8 f 


— ͤ Ü 


The Hoſpital and Contingent Expences cannot be aſcertained, 


Total eſtimated Expence of a Regiment on the Madras Eſtabliſh- 5 8 | 
ment, excluſive of Contingencies,” &c. &. — — E. 23555 15 . 40128 173 


* 


The Expence of a Regiment on tlie Bombay E ſtabliſhment is the 
ſame as at Madras, "excepting Batta in Cantonments. 
Houſe-Rent is alſo allowed when no Quarters are found a - 
| Total Expence for a Regiment on the Bombay Eſtabliſhment ſin Cantonments. in the Fiefd. | , 
will be — new —_.....» I 43-15 ME 40128 73 | | 1 


-- 1 


BENGAL ESTABLISHMENT. | 
Proportion of 2 Lacks of Current Rhptes per Annum as- before L. 14520 12 . 14520 12 
The King's Troops in Bengal have been paid the ſame 


Allowance of every Kind as the Company, deducting 
only the King's Subſiſtence. 


The Expence of a Regiment will be — — — 271237 11] 38080 18 5 
Houſe-Rent is alſo allowed when no Quarters are found. | | 
To Field Officers . 180 per Ann. | p 
Captains — — 1883 ; | | 


Subalterns — — 90 | 8 
Total, excluſive of Contingencies, &c. — _ — 445644 © L. 52601 10 


— — 


57 
= 
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The Expence of the four Regiments will be as follows : 
One at Bengal The e diſpoſition fuppoſed — — 


One at Madras 
Two at Bombay 


5 


to > be intended — — — 


n Cantonments. 


- 41644 off. 


Total, excluſive of Contingencies, Ke. — * . 167937 6 7. 172988 1 


The eſtimated Expence to be incurred by the four 1 


before they arrive in India is as follows: 


3208 Non-commiſſioned and Rank and File — 


diet, &c. &c. — — — — IL. 56901 18 
Proporton of the Stipulation of two Lacks of Crs. I Aus. for | 
a Regiment of 1168, from the Time of their Embarkation | 
as per Act of Parliament, will be for the four Regiments, ſup- 
poſing them four Months on the Voyage — — os” I 19360 ” 
Levy-money for half the Privates 1420, at five Guineas each . 455 
Paſſage- money diet, &c. for the Officers — = „ 38 of 
Total Expence 1— — 4 2 1. 2 
inen — of 2840 Privates, in the TE 8 Service | 
in India mw 
won Of Un Cantonments.] In the Field. 
Suppoing Z on the Bengal Eſtabliſhment — — L. 15975 . 21300 © 
z on the Madraſs ditto — ext. 10797 18 127 17 
Z on the Bombay ditto __ — 21545 16 3825 SS 14 14 
Total Expence in India, if divided as above — — £ 48318 14 Le 7868 3 11 
The Expence of levying and ſending out 2848 Company's Recruit “ | Pos p 
to the Time of their Arrival in 1 is eſtimated at — — — [1.87756 10 


Difference of , in India between the four King” 8 Regi- 
ments propoſed, and 2840 nn s Private Soldiers, is * 


In Cautonments. 


In the Field. 


favour of the latter — ö 59612 12] 94304 10 
From which ſhould be deducted the Ergee faved by, nomina - 
ting 78 Officers [ens 3 8300 2 8300 © 
4 OY f ©. $1312 12]. 86004 10 
Difference of Expence of ſending out the four Regiments, and a : r 
2840 Company s Recruits, is in favour of the latter — — — 10625 4 


The Saving in India, is calculated on a Suppoſition, that Prion Soldiers only to the 


Amount of 2840, ſhould be added to the preſent.. Eſtabliſhments, thereby increaſing | the 


Companies, which would then conſiſt each of 98, inſtead of 68, without. ny An of 


Officers commiſſioned « or non-commiſſioned. 


—«„9?4u„4Üͤ  - 


Eaſt- India-Houſe, ; 
aiſt Jan. 1788. 


{Errors Excepted.] 


(Signed), WILL. 


WRIGHT, 


« | „ Auditor of Indian Accounts. 
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CASE for the EasTAxDIA Comeany. 
- 21ſt of Geo, 3. cap. 65. ſet. 17. It was enacted, That the Faſt-India Company 


ſhould: pay to His Majeſty two lacks of current rupees per annum for each regiment, | 
conſiſting of 1000 men already ſent, or thereafter to be ſent to India on the requifi- 


tion of the Company. See the Act. 


24th of Geo. 3. cap. 25. ſet. 40. The Company were required to make every 
practicable retrenchment and reduction in their eſtabliſhments in India civil and 
military, and after obtaining full information from abroad for retrenching unneceſ- 
ſary expences, and for introducing a juſt and laudable ceconomy, in every branch of 
the civil and military departments, the Court of Directors were to declare, what, 
would be adequate to the ſupport of the dignity of the kingdom, and the ſupport. 
of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in India. | 4 rs 


41. The Company were reſtrained from ſending any new ſervant to India, undet the 
degree of a counſellor or a commander in chief, until the arrangement ditected by 
the preceding clauſe ſhould be made, and afterwards that they ſhould appoint no 
greatet number to be cadets or writers, or in any other capacity than what would be 


ſufficient to ſupply vacancies, 


42 The Company were required to make all promotions, civil and military, ac- 
cording to ſenority of appointment in a regular progreſſive ſucceſſion. 30 FOR 1 


See the above clauſes mere at large in the act purſuant to the laſt act, the Com- 
pany in the year 1785, made an arrangement reſpecting their military eſtabliſhment 
in-India, by which about 600 officers: were difplaced' and put out of employ, ſame of 
whom are allowed full pay, others only half-pay. makin hk Ko 1 

During the late preparations for war, and when it was generally ſuppoſed, there 
would have been a war with, France, His Majeſty's Miniſters propoſed to the Com- 
pany to raiſe and ſend out four new regiments to India giving the Company the 
nomination of 78, being near one half of the officers, the reſt were to be nami- 
nated by the Crown. The Company at that time of neceſſity, ſaw, fit to accept the 
offer in the manner propoſed, but the proſpect of war being happily changed, and 
the urgency-of the caſe wholly ceaſed, they are deſirous that the regiments ſhould 
not go to India, partly on account of the very heavy expence that will ariſe to the 
Cempany thereby, and partly from the miſchiefs to be apprehended by a, great 
number of junior officers bearing the King's commiſſion, taking rank of the E : m- 
pany's officers, the objection whereto is much greater in, reſpect, to theſe regiments, 
they being to remain as a permanent eſtabliſhmenc,. than it was formerly when, the 
King's troops went to India only upon temporary occaſions 

Query I. Can the Company (paying the expence already incurred) 
withdraw their conſent to ſendiag out the tour regiments propoſed ? 
And if they do withdraw their conſent can Government or the 
Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India, compel the Directors to 
ſend them, and in ſuch. caſe will the Company be liable to pay 
the 2 lacks of rupees per annum for them: ae e 


I am of opinion that the conſent of the Company, taking it to be a requiſition 
within the Act of Parliament, may be withdrawn, upon paying the expences already 
incurred, nor can the Company after ſuch canſent is withdrawn be compelled ta pay 
the two lacks of rupees for each regiment, The Commiſſioners have no e 
' whatſoever reſpecting the King's or Company's troops to be ſent to India. The 


this 


King may, by his prerogative, ſend troops to any part of the Britiſh minions, and | 
Nuss. | 1 e 


. —— — 


6349 


this prerogative neither is nor was intended to be reſtrained by any of the Acts for 
regulating the government of India; but then theſe troops ſo ſent without the re- 
quiſition of the Company, muſt be tranſported and maintained by and at the expence 
of the ſtate, | Fe | | 


GEO: ROUS, 


The Stat. 21 Geo. 3. c 65. makes no alteration in the King's prerogative of ſend- 
ing any part of his troops to India at the Public expence; but enacts, that a certain 
ſum ſhall be paid by the Company, in proportion to ſuch numbers of men as His 
Majeſty may ſend at their requiſition. The Company having acceded to the ſug- 
geſtion of His Majeſty's miniſters amounts to a requiſition, and would have the like 
conſequences. I am not prepared to ſay that under all poſſible circumſtances the 
Company could withdraw a conſent or requiſition of this nature, ſo as to exempt 
themſelves from the payment of two lacks of rupees for every 1000 men, but under 
the circumſtances of the preſent caſe, I am of opinion, that they may withdraw that 
conſent or requiſition on payment of all expences that have been incurred, or which ſhall 
follow from the ſteps already taken to carry it into effect, if the commiſſioners for 
the affairs of India Wall concur in ſo doing. This being a meaſure which reſpects 
the military government in the Eaſt Indies, any minute, order or reſolution made 
by the Directors or Proprietors thereupon, muſt be delivered to the Commiſſioners 
in 8 days, for their concurrence or diſſent according to the directions 
of 24. Geo 3. c. 25. ſect. 11. | 


A. MACDONALD. 
January 26th, 1788, 


IT am of opinion, that the Company may withdraw their conſent, and that the ut- 
moſt they can in honour be bound to pay, is the expence already incurred. Whether 
they could, by law, be compelled to pay this, is doubtful, as the payment is to 
commence only from the embarkation, The power of the Commiſſioners is expreſſed 
in very general terms, and it is therefore not eaſy to ſay, to what extent it may by 
conſtruction be carried; but I am of opinion, that they have not a power to compel the 
Company to ſend theſe troops, nor to make the Company liable to the payment ; but 
if the Company ſhould ſend them, they would, I think, be liable to the payment, 


J. MANSFIELD. 


The terms of the propoſal made on the part of Government, and thoſe in which it 
was accepted by the Court of Directors, are not ſufficiently ſtated to enable me to 
form a very accurate judgement on the effect of them. The treaty, however, between 
Government and the Company, relating to the four new raiſed regiments, as far as it 

is ſtated, appears to ſtand now in the ſituation of an agreement in part executed. And 
therefore, on general principles of law cannot be departed from by either of the con- 
tracting parties, even upon the payment of the actual expence incurred, unleſs upon 
very ſpecial and particular grounds, ſuch as fraud, miſrepreſentation or the like. In 
this caſe, however, the propoſal having originated with Government and the Court of 
Directors having acceded to it, wholly on the repreſentations made by the King's mi- 
nifters, which they were obliged to take upon truſt, and having by that means been 
led on to conſent to a permanant encreaſe of their eſtabliſhment upon an emergency of 
a temporary nature, and which it ſeems to be admitted no longer exiſts. I think it may 
be greatly doubted, whether in common caſes ſuch an agreement could be enforced, 
and even in this caſe, whether Government (which by the general prerogative of 
the Crown, may certainly fend troops to India, or to any other part of the Britiſh 
dominions, if the neceſſity of the ſtate requires it) can compel the Company to pay 
the expence of ſuch an encreaſe 'of the military eſtabliſhment in India, or to pay 
the two Jacks annually for each regiment under the Stat. 21 Geo. 3, as for troops 
ſent on the requi/ition'of the Company, Indeed the latter I am inclined to think they 
cannot. But it is extremely difficult to give a legal opinion in caſes at all connected 
with the adminiſtation of foreign affairs, or where ſtate neceſſity may be urged on 
one hand, and not eaſily diſproyed on the other. Beſides this, the powers of the 
e Court 


WW 


; C' 33.) 


Court of Directots appear to me to be ſo entirely annihilated by the operation of the 


Stat. 24 Geo 3. c. 25 eſpecially the 12th 13th & 15th ſections, and ſo compleatly 
transferred to the Boa d of Controu}, that there is in my opinion nothing that the 
united powers of the Court of Directors and the general Courts, could have affected 
before that ſtatute, that may not now be done by the Board of Controul, without 
either, or even in defiance of both of thoſe bodies, at leaſt ſo far as concerns the 
civil and military eſtabliſhments in India, And therefore, if the Court of Directors 
ſhould refuſe their concurrence, I ſee nothing to prevent the Board of Controul (under 
the powers given by the g. ſect. above-mentioned) from ſending out orders to en- 
creaſe the military eſtabliſhment in India, by the number required on the part of 
Government, which orders the Company's ſervants in India are bound by the Act 


toobey, unleſs ſuch an encreaſe of the eſtabliſhment be reſtrained by the 4oth 41ſt and 42d. ſe, 
of the ſame Act which leads to the ſubject of 


Query II. Whether the Company's agreeing to ſend out theſe regi- 
ments as a permanent eſtabliſhment is not contrary to, and would 
not be a violation of the Act of 24 Geo. 3. above mentioned? 


Upon this point it does not ſeem to me, that when the civil and military eftabliſh- 
ments in India, have been ſettled upon the reduced plan, purſuant to the directions 
of the Act, the Court of Directors themſelves have no power to encreaſe thoſe eſtabliſh- 
ments. And though I am of opinion that all the powers of the Directors 
are transferred to the Board of Controul, yet I am not aware that any new power, ap- 

licable to this matter is given them, which the Court of Directors did not poſſeſs be- 
1 I am therefore inclined to think, that if ſuch an encreaſe of the eſtabliſhment 
in India, is contrary to the true ſpirit of the directions in the Act referred to, which 
it appears to me to be, neither the Court of Directors, the Board of Controul or even 


Government itſelf can make ſuch encreaſe without the authority of Parliament, and 


upon that ground the agreement referred to cannot without ſuch authority be en- 
forced, and though Government may, on any emergency, by the authority of the 
Crown, fend out ſuch troops to India as are judged neceſſary for its defence, yet they 


cannot add them to the permanant eſtabliment of the Company there, without the au- 
thority of the legiſlature. $954 | 1 


J. ADAIR. 
28th January, 1788. 


Since the above was written I have received the annexed copy of the propoſal of 
Government, and the aſſent of the Court of Directors, which is not (as I was led, from 
ſome expreſſions in the caſe, to conceive) an agreement for an increaſe of the eſtabliſh- 
ment in India, nor is there any ſtipulation for the Pay of the troops by the Company, 
or for the expence of carrying them our, it therefore removes many of the difficulties 


which occurred upon the ſtate of the caſe, as I underſtood it, for I can ſee nothing in 


this agreement, which can bind the Company beyond the payment of the £.7000 ſtipu- 
lated, Government may therefore ſend the troops, or not, as they judge expedient, 
but cannot, as I conceive, add them to the Company's eſtabliſhment in India, without 
the authority of Parliament, nor is there any thing in the preſent agreement, which 
binds the Company to provide for the expence of them. And, if the Directors de- 


clare their diflent, betore the troops embark, it appears to me, they can by no con- 


ſtruction, be conſidered as ſent upon the requiſition of the Company, ſo as to bring them 


within the clauſe of the 21ſt of George 3. which directs two lacks annually for each 
regiment of 1000 men. | 


J. ADAIR: 
29th January, 1788. by 


An agreement, by the Company, to ſend out theſe regiments as a permanent eſta- 
| bliſhment, by which they would become in fact a part of the eſtabliſhments, to be 
aid from the revenues in India, appears to me a palpable evaſion of the Act of Par- 
iament. If the eſtabliſhments have been inadvertently reduced below what the ſafety 
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of the ſettletnents requires; the obvious means of conforming to the ſpirit of the Act, 
ſeems to me, to avowthe error, and where no urgent neceſſity precludes delay, to 
- ſolicit from Parliament, a relaxation of the reſtraint impoſed. | 


GEO: RO Us. 


January 21ſt; 1788. 


The proviſions of the Act alluded to, are confined to the Company's ſervants only ; 
and does not ſeem to me to apply to the King's troops, if their ſervice is required in 


India. 9 4 
f J. MACDONALD. 


2 * 


Jannuary 26th, 1788. 


I am inclined to think that the Company agreeing to ſend out theſe regiments as a 
ermanent eſtabliſhment, would be a violation of the Act, as they would thereby in- 
creaſe their eſtabliſhment, and their expences, appoint new ſervants, and ſend out 
new officers, not required by the preſent eſtabliſhment, -nor for the ſupply of any 


vacancies. | 
e | J. MANSFIELD. 
- Femple, 24th January, 1788. | 


APPEND IX, No. 26. 
To the Chairman, and Deputy Chairman, of the Eaſt-Tndia Company. 


Gentlemen, nag — | Whitehall, roth February, 1788. 


I HAVE His Majeſty's commands to acquaint you, that three of che regiments 
deſtined for India, are in readineſs for embarkation at Chatham, Dover, Deal, and 
Portſmouth ; and todeſire that you will inform me whether any, and what ſhips of the 
Company are ready for their reception, and at what ports it will be nioſt convenient 
for theſe troops to embark, 4 | 
I am, Gentlemen, 


© 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
SYDNEY, 


